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“I don’t ever deny myself an
opportunity to do something new,
and I’m so glad that I seized this
one.”

—Tyron McFarlan
(NAPSA)—Ask a boy what he

wants to be when he grows up,
and you’re unlikely to hear the
response of “circus ringmaster.”
And even if a youngster is intent
on stepping into the center ring,
most would not know how to get
started on such a career path.

That path can be rather cir-
cuitous, as it was for Tyron Stucks
McFarlan Jr., who grew up a “mil-
itary brat” and enlisted in the
Army National Guard at age 16.
He completed advanced training
while attending college, and grad-
uated from the University of
South Carolina with a degree in
criminal justice. But, as McFarlan
puts it, “Whatever is truly inside
you is going to come out—sooner
or later,” and for him that “what-
ever” was music; in high school
he’d discovered a talent for
singing and performing.

After college, McFarlan ven-
tured into musical theater, model-
ing and commercial work. But it
was his unique combination of tal-
ent, work ethic and physical pres-
ence that made him ideal for his
biggest role: Ringmaster for The
Greatest Show on Earth®.

McFarlan describes his good
fortune to be selected as Ringmas-
ter as an occasion to “celebrate
life” and looks forward to sharing
his excitement with his daughter
Nymah, who will visit him on the
road throughout the show’s tour.

As Ringmaster, McFarlan is
considered the voice of Ringling
Bros., and is excited about “vibing”
with the audience and interacting
with many different talents and
nationalities. Some of the acts he
proudly introduces to circus-goers
include:

• Brian and Tina Miser (Mr. and
Mrs. Human Cannonball)—A mar-
ried couple that takes devotion—
and detonation—to new heights.

• Taba Maluenda—Incredible
feline trainer and superior tum-
bler; will amaze and astonish with
his seven enchanting Bengal
tigers.

• Clown Alley—Delivering din-
ing disorder at the local pizzeria.
Plus a basketball challenge
against the Windy City Acrobats.

• Powerful Pachyderms and
Paragons of Playfulness—What
would the circus be without ele-
phants? Ten-ton diva, the amazing
Asia, mesmerizes all as she care-
fully walks over six production
women.

Tyron McFarlan is a genuine
American hero—a dedicated mili-
tary serviceman—as well as an
imposing stage presence and pow-
erful vocalist. McFarlan takes
charge of the 135th Edition of
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bai-
ley, commandeering his talented
troops and sending them forth to
conquer the evil forces of Mundane
Monday, Tedious Tuesday, Weari-
some Wednesday...In other words,
he and his fellow Ringling Bros.
performers are Saving The Day
From The EverydaySM!

For more information on Ty
McFarlan and the 135th Edition
of Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey, visit www.Ringling.com.

The Winding Road To The Center Ring

Tyron McFarlan, Ringmaster of
The Greatest Show on Earth®.

(NAPSA)—For many Ameri-
cans, warm weather calls for a
trip to the beach. An estimated 38
percent of summer travelers plan
to go to a beach or lake this year. 

But if you’re not careful, bare
feet can run into trouble along those
sandy shores, according to the
American College of Foot and Ankle
Surgeons’ (ACFAS) consumer Web
site FootPhysicians.com.

Here are some simple steps
you can take to prevent foot
problems.

Puncture wounds and cuts.
Wear shoes to protect your feet
from puncture wounds and cuts
caused by seashells, broken glass
and other sharp objects. Don’t go
in the water if your skin gets
cut—bacteria in oceans and lakes
can cause a serious infection. A
puncture wound should have med-
ical treatment from a foot and
ankle surgeon within 24 hours to
avoid complications.

Jellyfish stings. A jellyfish
washed up on the beach can still
sting if you step on it. If tentacles
stick to the foot or ankle, remove
them. Vinegar, meat tenderizer or
baking soda reduce pain and
swelling. Most jellyfish stings heal
within days, but if they don’t, see
a doctor.

Sunburns. Feet get sunburnt,
too. Don’t forget to apply sun-
screen to the tops and bottoms of
your feet.

Burns. Sand, sidewalks and
paved surfaces get hot in the
summer sun. Wear shoes to pro-
tect the soles of your feet from
getting burned, especially if you
have diabetes.

Ankle injuries, arch and
heel pain. Walking, jogging and

playing sports on soft, uneven
surfaces such as sand frequently
leads to arch pain, heel pain,
ankle sprains and other injuries.
Athletic shoes provide the heel
cushioning and arch support that
flip-flops and sandals lack. If
injuries occur, use rest, ice, com-
pression and elevation to ease
pain and swelling. Pain lasting
more than a few days should be
evaluated and treated by a foot
and ankle surgeon.

Diabetes risks. Due to poor
blood circulation and numbness
in the feet, a diabetic may not
feel pain from a cut, puncture
wound or burn. Any type of skin
break on a diabetic foot has the
potential to get infected and
ulcerate if it isn’t noticed right
away. Diabetics should always
wear shoes at the beach, and
remove them regularly to check
for foreign objects such as sand
and shells that can cause sores,
ulcers and infections.

For more information on foot
and ankle conditions, or to locate a
foot and ankle surgeon, visit the
ACFAS Web site FootPhysicians.
com.

Don’t Let Your Feet Ruin Your Day At The Beach

Watch Your Step—Wearing shoes
or sandals at the beach can pro-
tect feet from injury.

(NAPSA)—There’s a new laun-
dry solution that provides excep-
tional cleaning. Wisk Dual Action
is a three-times concentrated
detergent (vs. 100-oz. bottle of
regular detergent) with stain-dis-
solving power, specially formu-
lated to double as a pretreater for
stubborn stains. When used as
both a pretreater and detergent, it
is tougher on grass stains than the
leading detergent and pretreater
combined (on 100% cotton in warm
water). 

**  **  **
The leading language services

company serving the health care
market,  CyraCom, found the
languages most needed in hospi-
tals include Spanish, Russian,
Vietnamese, Korean and Arabic.
For more information,  visit
www.cyracom.com. 

**  **  **
Stop the presses. You don’t

have to be skinny to wear
“skinny.” In fact, the skinny jean
is about a look, not a waistline.
“The resurgence of skinny and
straight jeans is part of a modern
’80s trend built from familiar
favorite looks,” says Caroline
Calvin of Levi’s brand. “Straight
has been around since the inven-
tion of the 501 over 130 years ago.
Skinny is built from a sexy rocker
look and both will be hot this year
with women and men.”

**  **  **
Distance doesn’t just make the

heart grow fonder—it can also
make it more difficult for adult
children to look out for their
aging parents or relatives. Here’s
a tip: Evaluate if care is needed
and, if so, what kind of care. One
way to approach this task is
through a free online assess-
ment, such as the one provided
by a company called Interim
HomeStyle Services. To learn
more, visit the Web site at
www.homestyleservices.com.

**  **  **
Those who want to explore this

country’s roots may want to visit
destinations that showcase the
role of agriculture—yesterday,
today and tomorrow. The John
Deere Pavilion, Collectors Center
and Historic Site offer a variety of
presentations, historic re-cre-
ations and interactive exhibits. To
learn more, visit the Web site at
www.JohnDeereAttractions.com
or call (309) 765-1000.

Stop Paying for 411: 800-
411-METRO Saves You 

(NAPSA)—It’s hard to believe,
but phone companies are gouging
American consumers up to $2
every time they dial 411. Why
waste money on something that,
not too long ago, was free? Fortu-
nately, a company called Infreeda
is bringing back those days. By
dialing Infreeda’s no-cost directory
assistance service, (800) 411-6387
(METRO), you’ll get the informa-
tion you need and get connected to
any business listing nationwide—
all for free. 

How does Infreeda do it? Com-
pany CEO Mike Loftus explains:
“When you call, you’ll listen to a
brief ad, then speak with a
friendly live operator who will
then connect you to your requested
listing. The advertisers pay for the
call instead of you.” 

Most consumers are aware that
they have to pay for 411, but don’t
realize exactly how much they are
spending. Some long-distance
operators will charge $3.49 for a
national call. It’s often overlooked,
but if you’re the type who uses 411
regularly to find numbers (as
opposed to the Yellow Pages),
those costs add up. If you make
between four and five directory
assistance calls per week, this ser-
vice can save up to $30 on your
monthly bill. 

For your convenience, just pro-
gram 1-800-411-METRO (6387) into
your phone and save it as “411”. For
more information, visit Infreeda’s
websites at www.infreeda.com and
www.411metro.com.

(NAPSA)—Every day that pas-
ses offers parents the opportunity
to share valuable life lessons they
have learned with their college-
aged student. One of the most
important of those lessons is
financial management, and the
more you talk about it to your stu-
dents as they enter young adult-
hood, the more successful they will
be during college and throughout
their lives.

To help college-bound students
manage their budgets, Chase
offers resources to guide students
on how to manage their finances
responsibly from the first day of
class to graduation, and beyond.

Financial Management 101
Before they fill their schedules

with biology, economics and phi-
losophy, encourage your college-
bound students to make room for
Financial Management 101, an
important life “curriculum,” as
they go through the school year. 

These tips from Chase will help
your students get a passing finan-
cial grade and may even land
them on the financial honor roll:

1. Create a budget for the
school year—and stick to it. 
A—List out all your income/

loan disbursements
B—List out all your expenses
C—Make sure A is greater 

than B.
Check this on a monthly basis

to make sure you’re on track.
2. Know your budget and credit

limit before you spend.

3. Keep track of all purchases
and plan your use of credit
cards.

4. To avoid late fees and build
a positive credit history,
always pay all your bills on
time.

5. Learn about and track your
credit bureau information
and rating. Go to www.annu
alcreditreport.com for more
information. 

Learning  to  handle  the i r
own f inances  can  be  one  o f
life’s most important lessons
for your students. 

For additional information,
visit www.chase.com/allabout
credit. It will guarantee your col-
lege-bound student an A+ in
Financial Management 101.

Learning how to handle finances
can be an important lesson for
college students.***

Establishing lasting peace is the
work of education; all politics
can do is keep us out of war.

—Maria Montessori
***

***
Diplomacy—the art of saying
“Nice doggie” ’til you can find
a stick.

—Wynn Catlin
***

In 1909, the U.S. became the
twelfth country in the world to
embrace the British Boy Scout
movement and establish a scout-
ing program.




