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(NAPSA)—Recent studies have
shown that American children lag
behind other countries in science
education. Among contributing
factors is the lack of resources for
science teachers across the United
States.  

According to a National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA) sur-
vey of U.S. science teachers, 58
percent of those involved in science
education reform efforts report a
shortage of science materials,
resources and facilities. The NSTA
is the largest organization in the
world committed to excellence in
science teaching and learning.

In response, Orkin, Inc. has
launched a national program to pro-
vide a resource for teachers and
hands-on learning to classrooms
nationwide. Teachers can sign up to
participate in the Orkin Man School
Presentation program in which a
local Orkin Man insect expert edu-
cates students on the importance of
insects to our ecosystem. The school
program offers age-appropriate
learning for students in kinder-
garten through 12th grade.  

“Children have a natural
curiosity for bugs, and our class-
room visits teach students
through a fun, interactive learn-
ing program,” says Dr. Ron Harri-
son, Orkin entomologist and one
of many classroom presenters.
“Insects are essential to our envi-
ronment— they’re only considered
pests when they enter our homes
or businesses and cause damage
to our health or property.”   

This program adds excitement
to science curricula, with scientific
information on insects of every
kind and educational materials to
supplement science lessons.  

In addition to school presenta-
tions, Orkin supports science edu-
cation by offering teachers free
cross-curricular lesson plans and
classroom projects that adhere to
National Science Education Stan-
dards. Using these resources,
teachers can help students under-
stand the classification of living
things, research the distinguish-
ing characteristics and habitats of
different insects and demonstrate
their insect knowledge in a fun,
hands-on way.

Says Harrison: “We hope all
science teachers will sign up for
this outstanding resource and use
our online materials, both of
which will help teach students the
interdependent relationship
insects have with humans.” 

To sign up for an Orkin Man
School Presentation or to down-
load free lesson plans and class-
room projects, visit the Learning
Center at www.orkin.com. 

Insects Get Good Grades In Science Classrooms

Insects can be a great way to
spark students’ interest in
science.

Cashing In On Your
Mutual Fund

(NAPSA)—Mutual fund
investors no longer need to cash in
to get money for taxes, college, a
down payment, or other major
expenditure. Instead, a unique new
personal line of credit is now avail-
able.

Called a FundCash® line, it’s a
program offered by Presidential
Bank, a bank based in the Wash-
ington, DC area that also does
business nationwide over the
Internet.

A FundCash line works like a
home equity loan, but instead of
risking their homes, borrowers can
pledge their mutual  funds and
stay invested in the market. The
program may also help to avoid
paying capital gains taxes.

M o n e y  b o r r o w e d  w i t h  a
FundCash line can be used for any
purpose, except to buy additional
mutual funds or other securities.

In order to establish this mutual
fund equity line of credit, investors
transfer their portfolio to Presi-
dential Bank’s trust department,
where it is held at no charge in a
custody account similar to a broker-
age account, but  without the
broker.

Investments in the custody
account can still be bought and
sold, so long as their value remains
sufficient to support the amount of
the line. Mutual funds held in
retirement plans and some types of
fiduciary accounts are not eligible.

The current market value and
risk category of the pledged assets
determine an investor ’s credit
limit. The credit line can be
accessed simply by writing checks,
just like many home equity lines.

Presidential Bank in 1995 was
the first bank in America to offer
bank accounts online. FundCash®

loans can be applied for from any-
where, either online or by calling
800-343-7887 provided the mutual
funds are U.S.-based.

To learn more, call or visit
www.fundcash.com. 

(NAPSA)—Everyday activities
should not be painful, but for 70
million Americans with arthritis,
even the simplest of tasks can
cause pain. Good news! The
Arthritis Foundation offers a pro-
gram that encourages manufac-
turers to design products with
“ease of use” in mind, leading to
more user-friendly products that
are comfortable and effective and
take the pain out of performing
everyday tasks.

Through the Arthritis Founda-
tion’s Ease of Use Commendation
Program, manufacturers can sub-
mit products to be tested by an
independent lab experienced in
product design and evaluation.
Products are reviewed based on
several criteria, including product
weight, packaging, performance,
simplicity of controls and safety.

“Easy-to-use products can
reduce stress on joints, and make
everyday tasks easier for all peo-
ple,” said Dr. John H. Klippel,
Arthritis Foundation president
and CEO.

The Arthritis Foundation offers
a number of tips to help people
choose easy-to-use products,
including:

• Make sure that products
meet your specific needs. With
more than 100 types of arthritis, a
product that is easy for one person
to use may not be easy for you.

• Be selective. Think about the
tasks that are difficult for you on
a regular basis and look for prod-
ucts that make these tasks easier.

• Select products with texture.
For example, when selecting
glassware, drinking glasses with a
bumpy exterior are easier to grasp
than smooth ones.

• Look for products that are
not cumbersome to use. Products
that can be carried close to your
body may alleviate pressure on
arms, hands and back.

• Look for products that are
easy to open and close. Avoid prod-
ucts that are difficult to grasp, or
require twisting with fingers.
Instead, look for features such as
flip-top caps, zippers and larger,
easy-to-open lids.

• Look for the Arthritis
Foundation’s Ease of Use
Commendation for tested and
trusted products. For a list of
products that have been given
the Arthritis Foundation’s Ease
of Use Seal of Commendation,
visit the Easy-to-Use Products
page at www.arthritis.org.

For more information, or a free
copy of “Arthritis Today’s” 2004
Buyer ’s Guide, which contains
easy-to-use products and services
for people with arthritis, contact
the Arthritis Foundation at (800)
283-7800 or on the Web at
www.arthritis.org.

Easy-to-Use Products Take Pain Out Of Everyday Tasks

Getting a grip on products that
can be used easily can reduce
stress on joints.

(NAPSA)—DEAR DR. MOORE:
You often say that trees are

the answer. What’s the question?

I think trees are the answer to
a lot of questions about our future,
including: 

• How can we ad-
vance to a more sus-
tainable economy
based on renewable
fuels and materials? 

• How can we re-
duce the amount of
greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere?

• How can developing coun-
tries reverse deforestation and do
more to protect the environment?

The answer is, by using more
wood—both as a substitute for
non-renewable materials and as
paper products for printing, pack-
aging and sanitation—and, as a
result, providing an economic
incentive for countries around the
world to grow more trees.

On the surface, it may seem
logical that we can “save” forests
by reducing wood consumption.
But there are problems with this
approach.

First, even if people stop using
wood for fuel or building materi-
als, they’ll still need warmth, food
and shelter. All the likely substi-
tutes—including steel, concrete,
plastics and fossil fuels—are non-
renewable and result in higher
emissions of greenhouse gases.
Reducing wood consumption auto-
matically means using more of
these materials.

Second, much of the land that’s
used to grow trees could just as
easily be cleared for farming or
housing. Less demand for wood
means less incentive to sustain
vast forested areas, especially in
developing countries.

There’s a common mispercep-
tion that per capita consumption
of energy and resources is directly
related to negative environmental
impact. We’re told that, because
the average North American con-
sumes 80 times as much as the
average Bangladeshi, we cause 80
times the damage. But all one
need do is travel to Bangladesh to
see the impact of poverty on the
environment. Forests are stripped
bare for subsistence farming,
rivers are fouled for lack of
sewage treatment and wildlife is
severely reduced through poach-
ing. These people need more
resources, not less.

It’s ironic that so many envi-
ronmental groups promote re-
duced wood consumption. As a
sensible environmentalist, I be-
lieve we should be planting more
trees and using more wood—the
world’s most renewable resource—
while building upon and sharing
everything we’ve learned about
forest sustainability.

Dr. Patrick Moore has been a
leader of the environmental move-
ment for more than 30 years. A
co-founder of Greenpeace, he
holds a PhD in ecology and a BSc
in forest biology. Questions can be
sent to Patrick@SensibleEnviron
mentalist.com.

Dr. Moore

(NAPSA)—Windland Rice, a
respected wildlife photographer,
says that good pet photos rely on
timing and sensitivity. Noises can
disrupt an animal at certain
times of day—particularly nap- or
feeding-time. Animals indoors are
more likely to be cooperative than
in the backyard where they can
run around. Before your photo
shoot, take your pet for a run or
play with him. He’s less likely to
jump around if he’s tired. Rice
recently photographed two giant
pandas. For more information,
call 800-800-FUJI.

Art, faith, history and genius
come together in “Creating St.
Peter’s—Architectural Treasures
of The Vatican,” a new exhibit at
the Knights of  Columbus
Museum in New Haven, Con-
necticut. The centerpiece of the
exhibition, Michelangelo’s hand-
crafted 1560 study model for the
dome of St. Peter ’s Basilica in
Rome, unites the show’s powerful
themes. Easily accessible, the
Knights of Columbus Museum is
just opposite the Coliseum in
downtown New Haven. Admission
and parking in the museum
garage are free as a public ser-
vice. For additional details, call
(203) 865-0400.

Thanks to improvements in
trail grooming technology and
snowmaking equipment, Wiscon-
sin maintains its status as a
mecca for cross-country skiers.
The state’s 250 cross-country ski
facilities have kept most marquee

trail areas open through the use
of trail segregation and state-of-
the-art trail maintenance. Skiers
looking for snow condition reports
and additional travel planning
information can visit travelwis-
consin.com or call the live-operated,
24-hour toll free number 1-800-
432-TRIP/8747.

By listening to gardening
enthusiasts and observing them
at work, designers were able to
create sprayer features to save
time and aggravation. For exam-
ple, the Spray ‘n Go™ sprayer
features the SureSpray™

patented anti-clog fi lter and
Total Spray Control™,  which
includes an integral spray shield
that gives gardeners the power
to choose which plants receive
the spray and which do not.
There is an ergonomically
designed spray handle to lessen
strain on the hand and lower
arm, as well as a nozzle that can
be quickly adjusted to two differ-
ent positions for a cone or
stream spray.

***
Everything should be made as
simple as possible, but not sim-
pler.

—Albert Einstein
***

***
Good communication is as stim-
ulating as black coffee, and just
as hard to sleep after.

—Anne Morrow Lindbergh
***

***
A diplomat is a man who always
remembers a woman’s birthday
but never remembers her age.

—Robert Frost
***




