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(NAPSA)—Bombarded by pro-
mises of free nights and free flights,
the 74 million Americans playing in
frequent traveler programs reveal
egos and attitudes as easily as real-
ity TV scenarios. The Stasher
hoards her free travel points for a
“rainy day,” while the Swinger plays
both sides—points and miles—for
the total vacation package. 

One of the world’s largest hotel
guest loyalty programs, Priority
Club® Rewards, unveils a fun new
way of “member profiling”—Point
Psychology—which ultimately
helps people identify which loy-
alty program features are most
important to satisfy their personal
preferences.

This first-of-its-kind member
study has identified six distinct
behavioral patterns of people
playing the loyalty game: Stasher,
Sherlock, Swinger, Snob, Shep-
herd and Slacker. Priority Club
Rewards reviewed thousands of
members’ patterns of point and
mile collecting (earning) and
redeeming, then categorized mem-
bers according to what drives
their practices and aspirations—
dreams, deals and even diva-
expectations. Players who under-
stand their behavioral tendencies
can choose travel programs that
offer exactly what it takes for
them to realize their rewards
faster.

Psychologist and author, Dr.
William G. Emener, Ph.D., echoes
the findings of Priority Club.
“Point Psychology reveals behav-
ioral tendencies that surface not
only in point collection, but in
everyday situations,” said Emener.
“The inherent trigger that makes
the Sherlock search six different
stores for the best deal on a new
suit also prompts him to check the
Web sites of each major hotel pro-
gram for the best point promotion
before his next trip.”

To discover your profile type
and get additional tips on choos-
ing the best loyalty program, visit
www.priorityclub.com/whoareyou
and let the Point Psychologists at
Priority Club Rewards analyze
your point-earning practice.

Priority Club Rewards has
more than 3,200 Six ContinentsSM

Hotels properties worldwide from
upscale InterContinental® and
Crowne Plaza® to Holiday Inn®,
Holiday Inn® Express and Stay-
bridge Suites® hotels. The award-
winning program offers new mem-
ber-preferred features which
appeal to its 14 million members.

Program enrollment is free.
Visit www.priorityclub.com, the
front desk of any Six Continents
Hotels location or call 1-888-211-
9874.

Test Your Point-Earning Potential
Tap Into The Psychology Of Your 

Point-Earning Behavior With One Of 
The Six Groups:

Stasher: Obsessively watches every point 
and mile to save for a rainy day. 
Sherlock: Shrewdly chooses programs 
offering the biggest bargain or bonus for 
the buck. 
Swinger: This savvy traveler earns in 
points and miles programs for a variety of 
redemption options.
Snob: Wants recognition. Selects 
programs that count qualified points 
toward elite status.  
Shepherd: Mileage junkie. Seeks out 
hotel programs with multiple locations.
Slacker: Points, schmoints. Wants 
immediate program benefits like late 
checkout.
Get tips to help choose the best loyalty 
program features based on your profile by 
visiting www.priorityclub.com/whoareyou.
Source: Priority Club® Rewards

Back-To-School Tips
(NAPSA)—Get ready for the

new school year with these back-
to-school tips from the cleaning
experts at Merry Maids:

• Organize your children’s
toys. Put away half of your kids’
toys and switch them around
every few months. They’ll have
plenty to play with, and their

rooms will stay cleaner. Label
boxes, baskets and plastic tubs—
anything that toys can be stored
in—to teach kids how to sort toys
and keep them off the floor.

• Install hooks on doors.
Put hooks and pegs on the backs
of room doors and on the insides
of closet doors for quick-and-easy
hang-ups when the kids get home
from school.

• Make a schedule. Set aside
a regular period of time each week
for the family to straighten up the
house. This not only teaches kids
good habits, but also gives the
family a project to do together, as
well as “catch up” time from every-
one’s busy schedules.

• Remove magic marker
and pencil marks. With all of
the art projects your kids have
created, magic marker stains and
pencil markings are likely to be
all over household surfaces. Use
hairspray to remove the magic
marker ink. To remove pencil
markings, use an art-gum eraser
or a slice of fresh rye bread.

• Get rid of household
odors. To get rid of odors that
have crept into your home, get to
the source. For example, rid your
kids’ closets of old, smelly sneak-
ers. Clean these areas with an all-
purpose cleaner, such as Murphy®

Oil Soap, to ensure that the odor
does not return.

Founded in 1979, Merry Maids
provides customized residential
cleaning services through more
than 850 franchises and branches
in the United States and 1,400
franchises worldwide. For more
information on residential clean-
ing, call 1-800-MERRYMAIDS or
visit www.merrymaids.com.

When the kids head back to
school, you have an opportunity
to get the house clean.

(NAPSA)—For many, there’s
nothing more adventurous than
motorcycling, and no feeling like
shifting gears on the open road. 

The following list can help
steer riders towards the ten most
exciting motorcycle roads in
America, as ranked by Suzuki: 

The list begins, appropriately,
with Northern California’s High-
way 1. Riders can pilot a comfort-
able Suzuki V-Strom through pic-
turesque Carmel and Big Sur,
while enjoying the twists and
turns of the highway.

Need a respite from cool tem-
peratures? Head for the desert.
Starting in glitzy Las Vegas and
heading up Highway 395, you’ll
gobble up the miles into Lone
Pine, where spaghetti westerns of
old were filmed.

Riders can also head for Ari-
zona and Sedona’s red-rock
canyons (in spite of the off-road
allure, it’s a good idea to avoid
the dirt). Stick to the streets and
get a new perspective on the oft-
traveled Route 66.

Next, try the North Cascades
Highway—from Seattle to Port
Townsend, Washington—as it
winds through Victorian-era
towns. Take a moment in Sno-
qualmie Falls, where the cult-fave
“Twin Peaks” series was filmed.

For landmarks, venture into
the Black Hills of South Dakota.
Head toward Mt. Rushmore and
stop in Sturgis for the Motorcycle
Museum Hall of Fame.

Riders can also indulge their
sense of aesthetics with Highway
89, where the blue skies, Grand
Tetons and Snake River provide
the entertainment on the way to
Yellowstone National Park.

In the northeast, Highway 6
incorporates a coastal trip that
skirts Nantucket Sound and Cape
Cod Bay. Riders will encounter
quaint villages where craftspeople
work from home. 

Enthusiasts can also try the
Mohawk Trail, which passes by
Woodstock, majestic mountains
and Ben & Jerry’s ice cream
factory.

In the southeast, the Blue
Ridge Parkway winds through
Virginia and North Carolina.
Less adventurous and more of a
cruise, it’s paralleled by ethereal-
looking forests.

Finally, no list of motorcycling
roads is complete without Deal’s
Gap and the Dragon. Located at
the Tennessee/North Carolina
state line, this stretch of U.S. 129
has 318 curves in just 11 miles. 

Though this list represents
some challenging and scenic
routes, it’s far from complete. Rid-
ers can compile their own lists
aboard Suzuki V-Stroms for a per-
sonalized adventure tour.

For more information, visit
www.suzukicycles.com.

America’s Top Ten Motorcycling Roads

Get Your Kicks—The famous
Route 66 is ranked as one of the
most enjoyable stretches of high-
ways for motorcyclists.

(NAPSA)—Home irrigation
and sprinkler systems need to be
protected from cold weather. As
the weather cools, prepare your
sprinkler system from freezing
temperatures.

Here are some tips from the
irrigation experts at Rain Bird
that, if followed, should help pre-
vent costly damage to your irriga-
tion system over the long cold
winter:

• INSULATE YOUR ASSETS—
Shut off the water supply to the
irrigation system and protect the
main shutoff valve for your irriga-
tion system against freezing. Make
sure it is wrapped with insulation
(foam insulation tape and a plastic
bag). If you do not have a main
shutoff valve, install one and con-
sider it a preventative investment.
Any above-ground piping needs to
be insulated as well. Self-sticking
foam-insulating tape or foam insu-
lating tubes commonly found at
home supply stores work well.

• STAY IN CONTROL—If you
have an automatic system then
you will need to “shut down” the
controller (timer). Most controllers
have a “rain-mode” which simply
shuts off the signals to the valves.
The controller continues to keep
time, the programming informa-
tion (start times, valve run times,
etc.) isn’t lost, and the clock con-
tinues to run. The only change is
that the valves will not activate.
An alternative to using the rain-
mode is to simply shut off the
power to the controller. However,
if you do, you’ll need to reprogram
the time and potentially all your

other settings when the weather
warms up.

• DRAIN THE PIPES—Re-
move the water from the pipes
and sprinklers so that it won’t
freeze and break the pipes. There
are several ways to drain your
pipes: the manual drain valve, the
automatic drain valve or the com-
pressed air blow-out method.
Since there could be potential
safety risks, contacting an irriga-
tion specialist is recommended.

• PROTECT FREEZING PRE-
VENTERS—Insulate backflow
preventers and valves if they are
above ground. You can also use
insulation tape for this. Do not
block the air vents and drain out-
lets on backflow preventers.

Consult an area irrigation spe-
cialist before you attempt to win-
terize your system. For more irri-
gation tips or information visit
www.rainbird.com.

Preparing Sprinkler Systems For Cold Weather

It’s important for homeowners
to take steps to keep their sprin-
kler systems from freezing.

(NAPSA)—While youngsters
may want to “toe” the fashion line
when it comes to footwear, a par-
ent is more likely to put his or her
foot down on the side of safety
and health. 

Unfortunately, some of the most
trendy shoe styles do not provide
proper support for the feet. Certain
shoes, such as platforms and san-
dals, can cause serious problems
such as ankle sprains, ingrown toe-
nails, bunions, blisters, calluses
and painful tendonitis. 

To help parents and children
walk away happy from a shoe-shop-
ping expedition, the experts at the
American Podiatric Medical Associ-
ation (APMA) offer these tips:

1. Check out the shoe itself.
Look for stiff material on either
side of the heel, adequate cushion-
ing and a built-in arch. The shoe
should bend at the ball of the foot,
not in the middle.

2. Always have your child’s feet
measured every time you pur-
chase new shoes, as children’s feet
change sizes rapidly.

3. Shoes should not slip off the
heels.

4. High-tops or boots generally
help prevent ankle sprains.

5. Limit the time children wear
platform or heeled shoes. Alter-
nate them with good quality
sneakers or flat shoes.

6. Don’t buy shoes that need a
“break-in” period. Good shoes
should feel comfortable right away.

7. For athletic activities,
choose a shoe that is designed for

the sport your children will be
playing.

8. Be aware that children might
not complain about foot discom-
fort. Proper foot care is important
to the overall health of children.
Go to a podiatrist at the first sign
of foot problems.

For a list of shoes that have
received the APMA Seal of Accep-
tance and for more information on
children’s foot care, visit www.
apma.org or call 1-800-FOOT-
CARE. 

Do Your Child’s New Shoes Measure Up?
Tips from the American Podiatric Medical Association

To help parents guide kids
toward choosing healthy-fitting
shoes, the American Podiatric
Medical Association has desig-
nated a Seal of Acceptance to
manufacturers’ products that aid
in foot health. And many of them
can be found at their Web site
apma.org. ***

Everyone wants to understand
painting. Why don’t they try to
understand the singing of birds?
People love the night, a flower,
everything that surrounds them
without trying to understand
them. But painting—that they
must understand.

—Pablo Picasso
***




