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(NAPSA)—Whether it’s an
excursion to the beach, a trip to
the mountains or an outing at
your favorite amusement park, the
sun and warm weather of summer
offer the perfect excuse to take a
vacation. Still, the fondest memo-
ries from summer vacations are
often of the time spent with family
and friends. It should come as no
surprise then that more people
traditionally stay in a vacation
rental in the summer months than
during any other time of the year.
Vacation rentals continue to

grow in popularity in large part
because of the tremendous appeal
they have for families and friends
traveling together. Unlike hotels,
vacation rentals come in all
shapes and sizes to fit a variety of
travel needs, from condos and cab-
ins to beach homes and villas. The
typical rental offers multiple bed-
rooms, allowing larger groups to
stay under one roof and share the
cost of food and accommodations
to save money.
Vacation rentals also allow

guests to enjoy some extra space
to spread out as well as many of
the conveniences of home that
they would normally have to do
without on vacation, like a fully
equipped kitchen, a living room,
and a washer and dryer. Perhaps
the greatest benefit vacation
rentals offer, though, is the ability
to spend more time together. From
sharing a meal at the dinner table
to grilling on the patio to splash-
ing around in a private pool, vaca-
tion rentals create a great envi-
ronment for fun and relaxation.
Despite the growing appeal of

vacation rentals, now a $23 billion
sector of the travel industry, many
Americans have yet to experience
the benefits of this travel option.
In fact, according to a recent Pho-
CusWright study, only 12 percent
of Americans stay in a vacation
rental. Part of the reason may

simply be that travelers are unfa-
miliar with the concept or don’t
know who to turn to when looking
to rent a vacation home.
Professionally managed compa-

nies like Wyndham Vacation
Rentals help guests experience
the best of both worlds—the com-
fort of home with the service and
peace of mind that comes with
booking with a leading hospitality
company. Rentals booked through
Wyndham Vacation Rentals, for
example, are all backed by its
Vacation Rental Bill of Rights®—a
service pledge that ensures rent-
ers’ most common expectations for
quality, comfort and convenience
are met.
This summer, in celebration of

National Vacation Rental Month, a
time when the travel industry
turns the spotlight on vacation
rentals, Wyndham Vacation Rent-
als is offering savings of up to 35
percent at any of its 9,000 proper-
ties across the U.S., including some
of the most popular beach, moun-
tain and theme park destinations.
To take advantage of this great
deal and experience the benefits of
a vacation rental for yourself, visit
www.wyndhamvacationrentals.
com.

Travel Smarter This SummerWith RoomTo Spare

Enjoy more space and the com-
forts of home when you relax in a
vacation rental.

(NAPSA)—Roughly two-thirds
of house fire deaths could be
avoided, it’s estimated, if all
homes had working smoke
alarms. Properly installed and
maintained, residential smoke
alarms are one of the best and
least expensive ways to provide an
early warning when a fire begins.
If you follow these simple tips,

you can ensure that your home is
adequately protected by working
smoke alarms.

Smoke Alarm Tips
•Smoke alarms should be in-

stalled in every bedroom, outside
each sleeping area and on every
level of the home.
•Combination smoke alarms

that include both ionization and
photoelectric alarms offer the
most comprehensive protection.
An ionization alarm is more
responsive to flames, while a pho-
toelectric alarm is more respon-
sive to a smoldering fire.
•For the best protection,

smoke alarms should be intercon-
nected, so they all sound if any
one of them sounds.
•Purchase smoke alarms from

a reputable retailer you trust.
•Choose alarms that bear the

label of a nationally recognized
testing laboratory.
•Install smoke alarms at least

10 feet from cooking appliances to
reduce the possibility of nuisance
alarms.
•If possible, alarms should be

mounted in the center of a ceiling. If
mounted on a wall, they should be
six to 12 inches below the ceiling.
•Avoid locating alarms near

bathrooms, heating appliances,
windows or ceiling fans.
•Never paint over a smoke

alarm.
•Smoke alarms should be

tested once a month by pressing
the TEST button.
•Replace the smoke alarm bat-

teries at least once a year. If an
alarm “chirps” or “beeps” to indi-
cate low batteries, they should be
replaced immediately.
•Replace the smoke alarms

every 10 years.
Learn More

For further facts and tips on
smoke alarms, visit the Electrical
Safety Foundation International
(ESFI), a nonprofit organization
dedicated to promoting electrical
safety, at www.esfi.org.

Smoke Alarms Save Lives

Smoke alarms should be in every
bedroom and on every level of
the house.

(NAPSA)—The number of His-
panic first-time homeowners is
growing, and one real estate
firm—Century 21—is responding
to the potential this market offers
by actively recruiting Hispanic
entrepreneurs who want to be
agents. To learn more, visit
www.century21.com.

* * *
By moving financial records to

an online solution, business own-
ers can manage their company’s
systems from nearly anywhere.
That’s the word from experts who
say systems such as Bill.com can
help business owners find more
free time. For more information,
visit www.bill.com.

(NAPSA)—According to the
American Cancer Society, there’s
some good news about childhood
cancer: The vast majority of chil-
dren with cancer will survive for
many years. While cancer remains
the leading cause of death by dis-
ease for children under the age of
15, more kids are living, more
families remain whole, and more
days once filled with grief are
spent celebrating life.
The advancements in childhood

cancer treatments are astounding.
That said, there are challenges
that become more pressing every
day as a result of this positive
trend. Treating cancer isn’t easy
on the doctors, researchers and,
especially, the patients. With can-
cer, the goal is survival and the
methods are often harsh and come
with long-term effects.

The Problem
For many children, survival is

only half the battle. Certain
health problems called late effects
often arise, including heart, lung
and kidney issues. Often, health
care providers for adults who
have survived childhood cancer
are in the dark as to what treat-
ments were used and what the
effects may have been. This
makes selecting the proper proto-
cols for adulthood health care
very difficult.

AResource
Drs. Lillian Meacham and Ann

Mertens at the Aflac Cancer Cen-
ter in Atlanta understand these
effects better than most and have
dedicated their careers to helping
young people survive the cure as
well as the cancer itself. They
also created SurvivorLink.
Endowed in part by Aflac, it is
the only statewide Web-based
data source for childhood cancer
survivors.

Until recently, many childhood
cancer survivors were unaware of
the effect their treatments could
have on their long-term health.
The site provides a cache of infor-
mation for doctors and nurses
who treat cancer survivors. These
medical professionals can access
health records online and under-
stand the diagnosis and treat-
ments that were used to fight the
cancer and better approach
future health care decisions
armed with knowledge that in
the past was either forgotten or
not recorded in an accessible for-
mat. Researchers also use the
source to study the long-term
effect of chemotherapy and radia-
tion on children and develop new
protocols.
David R. Freyer, Director of

the LIFE Cancer Survivorship &
Transition Program at Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles, and Mem-
ber of the Survivorship & Out-
comes Steering Committee of the
Children’s Oncology Group,
agrees that SurvivorLink helps
researchers and providers who
treat patients after the cancer is
cured.
“Many young patients are

unaware of the details around
their cancer treatments,” Dr.
Freyer says. “SurvivorLink at the
Aflac Cancer Center helps gather
and coordinate treatment infor-
mation that can be used to make
decisions that benefit childhood
cancer survivors throughout their
lives.”

Learn More
To find out more about Sur-

vivorLink, go to www.cancersur
vivorlink.org. To find out more
about Aflac’s $80 million com-
mitment to children’s cancer
treatment and research, go to
www.Aflac.com.

Knowledge Is Power For Surviving The Cure For Childhood Cancer

A new online resource can help
people who survived childhood
cancer lead healthier adult lives.

The first nylon-bristled toothbrush with a plastic handle was invented
in 1938.The electric toothbrush first appeared in 1939.

The sentence “The quick brown fox jumps over a lazy dog.” uses
every letter of the alphabet!




