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(NAPSA)—No matter what
your obsession is—whether it’s
knitting, animation, pets, ethnic
cooking or kayaking—chances are
you can find a television channel
that corresponds to your interest.

Sports programming in partic-
ular, with the introduction of
channels that feature golf, soccer,
hunting and fishing, continues to
grow in popularity.

Now, fans of the Big Ten—the
oldest and one of the most presti-
gious Division I college athletic
conferences in the country—will
join the club. They will have a
television network they can call
their own.

Called the Big Ten Network,
the channel will offer:

• More than 35 conference
football games this season  

• At least two games aired
from each school (at least one of
which will be a conference game)

• More than 105 regular sea-
son men’s basketball games

• More than 55 regular season
women’s basketball games

• Big Ten championship events
• Archived Big Ten events
• More than 170 NCAA cham-

pionship sporting events; and
• Coaches’ shows.
The channel will also carry

more than 600 hours of school-
produced programming—approxi-
mately 60 hours per institution—
dedicated to topics other than
sports, covering the most creative,
entertaining and interesting fea-
tures of members’ programs,
including alumni. 

The network is available to all
cable and satellite providers across
the country. Currently, the network
reaches millions of viewers nation-
wide through DirecTV’s Choice
package, AT&T’s U-verseSM service
and more than 80 cable operators
in the Midwest on their expanded
basic service.

“These universities are part of
the fabric of these communities,
and so programs airing on the net-
work will have very broad appeal to
their fans and followers,” said Big
Ten Network president Mark Sil-
verman. “And it will enable those
fans to see their favorite teams
anytime and anywhere. If you live
in these eight states and receive 50-
60 channels as part of your
expanded basic service, the Big Ten
Network should be one of them.”

Recently, in another first, Big
Ten commissioner Jim Delany

announced that the Big Ten Net-
work will become the first national
sports network to commit to “event
equality” for men’s and women’s
sports on all network-controlled
media by the summer of 2010.

“The Big Ten has a long history
of supporting gender equity,” said
Delany, “and this effort demon-
strates our continued dedication to
women’s athletics.” He added that
the additional television exposure
for many sports will be unprece-
dented and will greatly aid future
recruiting efforts for all sports.

Silverman said the network
will produce more than 1,000
hours of event and studio pro-
gramming in state-of-the-art high
definition (HD) and will be the
most prolific producer of original
HD content of any new network in
television history. Content will
also be made available through
the Internet, mobile devices and
video on demand.

Founded in 1895, the Big Ten
Conference is home to the Univer-
sity of Illinois, Indiana Univer-
sity, the University of Iowa, the
University of Michigan, Michigan
State University, the University
of Minnesota, Northwestern Uni-
versity, Ohio State University,
Penn State University, Purdue
University and the University of
Wisconsin. 

The Big Ten Network is a joint
venture between subsidiaries of
the Big Ten Conference and Fox
Cable Networks.

To learn more, visit www.big
tennetwork.com. 

Big Ten Fans Get A Television Network To Call Their Own

Fans of the oldest and one of
the most prestigious Division I
college athletic conferences in
the country now have a televi-
sion network dedicated to their
interests. 

(NAPSA)—According to the
American Cancer Society, more
than 1.3 million Americans are
diagnosed with some form of can-
cer each year. For many patients
and their loved ones, battling can-
cer is a long and hard-fought
endeavor. But apart from the dis-
ease itself, patients must also con-
tend with a potential danger asso-
ciated with cancer and certain
treatments, such as chemotherapy
and surgery—an increased risk
for blood clots known as venous
thromboembolism, commonly
called VTE.

VTE involves a blood clot that
can travel from a leg vein to the
lung, with potentially fatal
results. Studies have shown
patients with cancer have a
greater risk of developing VTE
than non-cancer patients.

Fortunately, the anticoagulant,
or blood thinner, called FRAGMIN®

(dalteparin sodium injection) was
recently approved by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration for the
extended treatment of blood clots
in the veins to reduce the recur-
rence of VTE in patients with can-

cer. It is the first low molecular
weight heparin (LMWH) to be
approved for this use.

“This is an important develop-
ment in supportive care for
patients with cancer,” said Freder-
ick Rickles, MD, FACP, clinical
professor of medicine at George
Washington University Medical
Center. “Physicians now have an
FDA-approved low molecular
weight heparin specifically for the
extended treatment to reduce the
recurrence of blood clots in
patients with cancer.”

NEW FDA APPROVAL FOR BLOOD CLOT THERAPY MARKS IMPORTANT
DEVELOPMENT IN SUPPORTIVE CARE OF CANCER PATIENTS

Important Safety Information
SPINAL/EPIDURAL HEMATOMAS
When neuraxial anesthesia (epidural/spinal anesthesia) or

spinal puncture is employed, patients anticoagulated or sched-
uled to be anticoagulated with low molecular weight heparins
or heparinoids for prevention of thromboembolic complica-
tions are at risk of developing an epidural or spinal hematoma
which can result in long-term or permanent paralysis. 

The risk of these events is increased by the use of indwelling
epidural catheters for administration of analgesia or by the
concomitant use of drugs affecting hemostasis such as non
steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), platelet inhibitors,
or other anticoagulants. The risk also appears to be increased
by traumatic or repeated epidural or spinal puncture. 

Patients should be frequently monitored for signs and symp-
toms of neurological impairment. If neurological compromise is
noted, urgent treatment is necessary. 

The physician should consider the potential benefit versus
risk before neuraxial intervention in patients anticoagulated or
to be anticoagulated for thromboprophylaxis (also see WARN-
INGS, Hemorrhage and PRECAUTIONS, Drug Interactions). 

FRAGMIN is contraindicated in patients with active major bleeding
or with known hypersensitivity to the drug, heparin, or pork products,
or with thrombocytopenia associated with a positive antiplatelet anti-
body test. It should be used with extreme caution in patients with a
history of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia.

Patients undergoing regional anesthesia should not receive FRAG-
MIN for unstable angina or non–Q-wave myocardial infarction, and
patients with cancer undergoing regional anesthesia should not receive
FRAGMIN for extended treatment of symptomatic VTE, due to an
increased risk of bleeding associated with the dosage of FRAGMIN rec-
ommended for these indications.

FRAGMIN cannot be used interchangeably (unit for unit) with
unfractionated heparin or other low–molecular-weight heparins.

FRAGMIN, like other anticoagulants, should be used with extreme
caution in patients who have an increased risk of hemorrhage; bleeding
can occur at any site during therapy. An unexpected drop in hematocrit
or blood pressure should lead to a search for a bleeding site. 

In FRAGMIN clinical trials supporting non-cancer indications,
platelet counts of <100,000/mm3 and <50,000/mm3 occurred in <1%
and <1%, respectively. 

In a clinical trial of patients with cancer and acute symptomatic
VTE treated for up to 6 months in the FRAGMIN treatment arm,
platelet counts of <100,000/mm3 occurred in 13.6% of patients, includ-
ing 6.5% who also had platelet counts less than 50,000/mm3. In the
same clinical trial, thrombocytopenia was reported as an adverse event
in 10.9% of patients in the FRAGMIN arm and 8.1% of patients in the
oral anticoagulant arm. FRAGMIN dose was decreased or interrupted
in patients whose platelet counts fell below 100,000/mm3.

Thrombocytopenia of any degree should be monitored closely.
Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia can occur with administration of
FRAGMIN. The incidence of this complication is unknown at present.
In clinical practice, rare cases of thrombocytopenia with thrombosis
have also been observed.

The most commonly reported side effect is hematoma at the injec-
tion site.

Please see www.FRAGMIN.com or full prescribing information.
FRAGMIN is a registered trademark of Pfizer Health AB and is

licensed to Eisai Inc.

(NAPSA)—Love, jealousy,
treachery and drama may sound
more like the stuff of soap operas
than the lives of animals, but fans
of a popular nature program will
probably see the similarities. 

“Meerkat Manor” chronicles the
lives of a meerkat colony and is
chock-full of romantic tension, cut-
throat competition and gripping
plot twists. 

Meerkats, which are members of
the mongoose family, live in the
Kalahari Desert and stand about a
foot high. On the surface, they
seem to be adorable little creatures,
but it turns out that these highly
social animals are actually preco-
cious and tough enough to send a
cobra slinking into a hole. 

Take Flower as an example.
She’s the dominant female of the
“Whiskers” meerkat clan. While
her name may be delicate, she is
anything but. Having worked her
way to “matriarch” figure through
perseverance and bravery, she is
Queen of the Kalahari, and no one
in the Whiskers family messes with
her! 

Then there’s Zaphod, the male
right-hand man to Flower. A bit of a
bruiser, he often leads the charge
against rival clans, but this season,
he begins to lose some of his mojo
and leaves Flower picking up some
of the slack. 

The new season of “Meerkat
Manor” airs on Animal Planet
Fridays at 8:30 p.m., ET/PT. It
follows the Whiskers clan’s quest
for a new home, after being
kicked out of their manor last
season by their neighbors from
hell, the “Commandos.” 

Flower must lead her brood
through a perilous journey to mark
and settle into their new home, sur-
vive the weather and stave off the
threat of predation. But the
Whiskers must also face a new
rivalry posed by their neighbors,

the Zappa gang, and Flower is
determined to lead her brood to vic-
tory no matter what it takes. 

Love Hurts 
The plot thickens when the

fighting persists within the
Whiskers’ own inner circle. Ever
the dysfunctional family, the
Whiskers find themselves involved
in confrontation, control, love
affairs and more drama than ever.
With promiscuous daughters and
sisters fighting over the same main
man, it’s no wonder that it’s a slip-
pery slope surviving desert life. 

Following the Story Online 
Fans can get a who’s who tutor-

ial of the show’s characters, learn
more about the fascinating and
adorable creatures and even play
interactive meerkat games at
www.animalplanet.com. 

Looking for a Meerkat 
Near You?

If you’re ever near Morongo Val-
ley, California, you can interact
with meerkats in a one-of-a-kind
experience by checking out Fellow
Earthlings’ Wildlife Center. More
information can be found at
www.fellowearthlings.org. And you
can find out if there’s a zoo with
meerkats in your local area by vis-
iting http://animal.discovery.com/
fansites/meerkat/meerkat.html. 

The Lives Of Meerkats: A Soap Opera On Sand

Drama In The Desert—A popular
nature show follows the surpris-
ingly intricate lives of a social
animal group. 

***
You can’t not communicate. Everything you say and do or don’t
say and don’t do sends a message to others.

—John Woods 
***

***
We think according to nature. We speak according to rules. We
act according to custom.

—Francis Bacon
***

Fish can get seasick.

There is only one Q in a
Scrabble game.

The Great Sphinx of Egypt
was built to face the sunrise of
the vernal or spring equinox.




