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(NAPSA)—Doctors and
patients may finally be turning a
corner in the war against cancer,
says a new report released by the
American Cancer Society (ACS).

The report, released early this
year, shows that colorectal cancer
deaths declined for the second
year in a row.

Colorectal cancer is the third
most common cancer diagnosed in
American men and women and, at
one time, went largely undetected
until it was too late to hope for
survival. Suzanne Lawrence is one
patient who lived to tell others how
she fought cancer.

After a colonoscopy, Lawrence,
an active 45-year-old, was diag-
nosed with colon cancer. Soon
after, the married, working
mother of three underwent
surgery to remove the tumor.

At a follow-up exam, her oncolo-
gist, Dr. John Marshall, chief of
Hematology and Oncology at
Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer
Center, Georgetown University,
checked for additional cancerous
cells and found something disturb-
ing—one of the lymph nodes was
cancerous, showing that the dis-
ease had spread beyond her colon. 

Although she was diagnosed
with stage III colorectal cancer,
Lawrence remained optimistic
about her prognosis. 

Dr. Marshall recommended
Lawrence enroll in a clinical trial
studying Avastin combined with
intravenous 5FU-based chemother-
apy for stage III colorectal cancer.

Lawrence decided to participate in
the trial and was randomized
to  receive Avastin plus the
chemotherapy, which is approved
by the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) for the first or sec-
ond line treatment of patients with
metastatic colorectal cancer.

“Earlier detection and clinical
trial participation offers the best
chance of survival for patients
diagnosed with colorectal cancer,”
said Marshall. “And several treat-
ments have been approved in the
last few years, including Avastin,

which has shown in clinical trials
to extend survival in later stages
of colorectal cancer when used
with intravenous 5FU-based
chemotherapy.” 

Avastin, which is a targeted
therapy as opposed to chemo-
therapy, is thought to work by
choking off the blood supply to
tumors and is the first targeted
therapy approved by the FDA
proven to extend survival in
metastatic colorectal cancer pa-
tients when used with intra-
venous 5FU-based chemotherapy. 

Dr. Marshall believed that tar-
geting the blood supply to the
tumor, in addition to standard
intravenous 5FU-based chemother-
apy, was the best option to help
Lawrence live longer. The most

common side effects seen in
Avastin with chemotherapy-
treated patients were nosebleeds,
high blood pressure, protein in the
urine, low white blood cell count,
weakness and pain. 

For Lawrence in the last eight
months, CAT scans and colonos-
copies have not been able to detect
cancer. 

While fighting her cancer,
Lawrence resumed her exercise
routine, went back to volunteering
at her kids’ school and returned to
work as an attorney. “I am thankful
every day that we caught the can-
cer and that I was able to treat it.”

In Lawrence’s case, screening
for colorectal cancer, and treat-
ment with Avastin in combination
with chemotherapy, made a real
difference in her prognosis. 

Researchers attribute the dra-
matic decline in colorectal cancer
deaths to increased awareness,
early detection, and improvement
in treatment, including targeted
therapies that are helping patients
survive and live longer.

Despite the decline, estimates
show that more than 150,000 new
cases of colorectal cancer and
more than 50,000 deaths are
anticipated in 2007, indicating
there is still a significant need for
raising awareness. 

For full prescribing informa-
tion, including boxed warnings for
Avastin and information about
angiogenesis, visit www.gene.com.
For more information on Avastin,
visit www.avastin.com.

Patient Awareness And Additional Therapies Help Turn The Corner On Cancer

A targeted therapy works by
choking off the blood supply to
tumors and improves a person’s
chance for surviving cancer.

Avastin Safety Profile: A small percentage of people treated with Avastin in combination with chemotherapy experienced
serious side effects, including gastrointestinal (GI) perforation, slow or incomplete wound healing, or severe bleeding. In rare
cases, the serious side effects have been fatal. Patients who took Avastin with chemotherapy had a higher risk of stroke or
heart problems (blood clots) compared with people who took chemotherapy alone. Additional serious side effects seen in
patients who took Avastin with chemotherapy include severe high blood pressure, low white cells, infection, reversible poste-
rior leukoencephalopathy syndrome, congestive heart failure and severe kidney malfunction.
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(NAPSA)—Surgery of any kind,
major or minor, can be an over-
whelming experience. When
preparing for an operation, it’s not
only important to be knowledge-
able about the surgery you are
about to undergo, but also the
potential health risks and what
can impact the healing process. 

For example, those undergoing
certain major operations, such as
hip or knee replacement or hip
fracture repair, are at risk of
developing blood clots. This risk
exists because surgery causes sub-
stances to be released that pro-
mote blood clotting, and blood flow
is sluggish in people confined to
bed rest. This may cause the body
to begin forming clots within a
deep vein, usually in the thigh or
lower leg. The clot can then par-
tially or fully block blood flow.
When this happens, it’s called
deep vein thrombosis (DVT). 

DVT risk increases with age,
and if you develop DVT, your risk
of developing future DVTs in-
creases. If you are over 40 years
old, undergoing hip or knee
replacement surgery and do not
receive preventive therapy, you
may have a 40 to 80 percent
chance of developing DVT. If
you’ve had DVT before, it is par-
ticularly important to talk to your
physician about possible postsur-
gical complications.

It is important to catch DVT
early. About half of the people
with DVT experience symptoms.
If you notice any of the following
after surgery, contact your doctor,
as they may indicate DVT:

• Pain or sudden swelling in
your leg

• Unusual reddish-blue color
in your leg

• Unusual warmth in your leg
• Visibly enlarged veins.

If a clot breaks loose and trav-
els through the bloodstream, it
can be carried to the lung and
block the flow of blood there. This
serious condition is called pul-
monary embolism (PE) and can
cause sudden death. Most people
who get PE have a pre-existing,
but often unrecognized, case of
DVT. If you experience any of the
following symptoms, you may
need to contact your doctor or
seek urgent medical care:

• Sharp chest pain
• Shortness of breath
• Excessively rapid heartbeat
• Dizziness or fainting
• Unusual sweating or anxiety
• Sudden, unexplained cough

or coughing up blood.
Working with your doctor to

learn how to promote your recov-
ery and reduce blood-clot risk is
the most important step you can
take to prevent DVT. Some key
questions to ask your doctor
include:

• What treatment options are
available to prevent DVT?

• What can I do to get back to
my normal routine after surgery?

• Is there anything I should do
to speed my recovery?

• If I am a smoker, how will
this impact my recovery?

Take charge of your health
today!

The development of this article
was funded by GlaxoSmithKline.

What You Need To Know About 
Postsurgery Blood Clots

Sources: The Seventh ACCP Conference on Antithrombotic and Thrombolytic Therapy:
Evidence-Based Guidelines; National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute; Mayo Clinic; Vascu-
lar Disease Foundation.

(NAPSA)—A recent investor
study released by Boston-based
investment manager Eaton Vance
revealed that the generation “gap”
among investors is most apparent
in investment asset preferences.
When asked which categories of
investments were of greatest inter-
est to them, GenXers showed a two
to one preference over seniors for
assets that primarily provide
growth of capital (64 percent ver-
sus 32 percent). Most boomers (57
percent) are focused primarily on
investments that provide growth of
capital, whereas more than half of
seniors favored investments with
either a purely income orientation
(23 percent) or mixed growth and
income (35 percent).

The survey, conducted by Penn,
Schoen & Berland Associates, Inc.,
also revealed that senior investors
and baby boomers think of stocks
first for income generation while
GenXers say real estate. 

The results of Eaton Vance’s
study show that investors’ percep-
tion of real estate as a reliable
return generator persists, despite
the fact that the housing market
has slowed dramatically. 

Nearly as many investors pre-
dicted real estate would offer the
best after-tax returns among major
investment categories over the
next five years as picked stocks (30
percent versus 35 percent). 

The investment allocations
American investors expect to have
after they retire sometimes differ
dramatically from current alloca-
tions. The percentage of investors
who expect to have more post-
retirement assets invested in
stocks than anything else is far
below the percentage now report-
ing a higher allocation to stocks
than other categories. On the
other hand, expectations for port-
folios dominated by cash and
bonds once retirement is reached
far exceed current usage of these
categories. 

Younger generations of in-
vestors in particular are least
likely to expect to emphasize
stocks in retirement. GenXers por-
trayed the most dramatic swing,
with only 8 percent expecting to
emphasize stocks, 19 percent pre-
dicting their retirement portfolio
would be cash heavy and 19 per-
cent saying real estate would be
the largest component of their
retirement asset allocation.

“We believe those who have a
greater emphasis on stocks right
now and anticipate keeping a
healthy exposure to stocks in
retirement have it right,” said
Duncan W. Richardson, Senior
Vice President, Chief Equity
Investment Officer of Eaton Vance
Management and manager of the
Tax-Managed Growth Portfolio.

“Large-cap, blue-chip domestic
dividend-paying stocks are very
attractive and may be the best
performing asset for the next
three to five years. Due to lower
returns anticipated from real
estate and bonds, we also think
the asset allocation models that
have been used for the last 30
years may be wrong. People need
to maintain equity exposure as
they retire to help ensure they
don’t outlive their assets.” 

Eaton Vance Corp. is a Boston-
based investment management
firm whose stock trades on the
New York Stock Exchange under
the symbol EV. Eaton Vance and
its affiliates managed over $133.1
billion in assets as of December
31, 2006, for more than 100
investment companies, as well as
individual and institutional
accounts, including those of corpo-
rations, hospitals, retirement
plans, universities, foundations
and trusts.

Before investing in any Eaton
Vance Fund, prospective investors
should consider carefully the
Fund’s investment objectives,
risks, charges and expenses. The
Fund’s current prospectus con-
tains this and other information
about the Fund and is available
through your financial advisor.
Read the prospectus carefully
before you invest or send money.

Asset Preferences Of American Investors Are Varied Across Generations

The most points scored by a single player in an NBA basketball
game is 100, by Wilt Chamberlain of the Philadelphia Warriors, on
March 2, 1962.

Johann Sebastian Bach was not just considered “the greatest
genius of baroque music,” he was also a father to twenty children,
several of whom became musicians.

***
A true friend is someone who is there for you when he’d rather
be anywhere else.

—Len Wein
***

***
I count myself in nothing else so happy As in a soul remembering
my good friends.

—William Shakespeare
***

***
Be slow to fall into friendship; but when thou art in, continue firm
and constant.

—Socrates
***




