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(NAPSA)—For many military
personnel, when it comes to finan-
cial fraud, the enemy is not
always obvious.

One Marine’s Story
Consider the case of James

Gonedes. He served two combat
tours in Iraq as a Marine. While
there, he formed many enduring
bonds and friendships, including
with fellow Marine Clayton Cohn.
So when Cohn started working as
an investment adviser in Chicago
after their discharge, Gonedes
gladly invested in his hedge fund
business. He eventually gave
Cohn almost $400,000—money
Gonedes had inherited from his
late father.

Cohn also reached out to his
friends, family members and other
fellow veterans as potential
investors. And he controlled a so-
called charity—the Veterans
Financial Education Network—
that purported to teach veterans
how to understand and manage
their money.

Cohn repeatedly told Gonedes
that his investments were doing
great. According to the U.S. Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission,
however, that was a lie. In its
complaint, the SEC alleged that
Cohn used less than half the
funds he collected from his family,
friends and fellow veterans on the
trading strategy described in his
pitch to investors. He lost every
penny as a result of unsuccessful
trading and bad investment
choices. He used the rest of the
investor funds to finance an
extravagant lifestyle and to pay
redemptions to early investors. It
was a classic Ponzi scheme. The
SEC eventually shut down Cohn’s
firm, claiming it was a fraud.
Many investors, however, includ-
ing Gonedes, lost all their money.

Other Incidences
Unfortunately, Gonedes’ story is

far from unique. Military veterans
are targets of investment scams
across the country. In some cases,
the frauds are perpetrated by fel-
low veterans. For instance, in San
Diego, ex-Navy SEAL Jason Mul-
laney was recently sentenced to
more than six years in prison for
stealing more than a million dol-
lars from fellow SEALs in an
investment scam. And in Hawaii,
Army reservist Jason Pascua

cheated 29 people, many fellow
reservists, out of $1.6 million.

Experts say these cases are
classic affinity fraud. You trust
someone because he or she is in a
group you identify with and you
don’t bother to check out the
investment. After all, whom would
you trust more than someone you
served with?

Sound Advice
“Just because you served with

someone doesn’t mean you don’t
need to verify that the investment
is aboveboard,” says Bud
Schneeweis, director of the
FINRA Investor Education Foun-
dation’s Military Financial Readi-
ness Program. He recommends
getting answers to some impor-
tant questions. “What did your
battle buddy do in the time since
you served to develop the financial
wherewithal to offer you invest-
ments? Did he go to school? Is he
registered with FINRA to sell you
the kind of investment he’s offer-
ing? Is the investment registered
with the SEC?”

Regardless of your trust or ties,
do your homework. Fortunately,
state and federal regulators have
tools that can help you avoid
fraud and make informed invest-
ing decisions. For example,
FINRA BrokerCheck lets you
check to see if someone is licensed
to sell securities as a broker or
investment adviser. The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission’s
EDGAR database lets you
research whether an investment
product is registered.

Learn More
For information about how to

protect your money and to access
FINRA BrokerCheck, visit the
FINRA Foundation at www.Save
AndInvest.org/LearnMore.

Military Ties Can Be Used To Commit Fraud

Always ask if a person or product
is registered with the proper reg-
ulatory bodies—and verify before
you invest—even if you’re deal-
ing with an old military pal.

(NAPSA)—If your family is like
most, a few facts on sunlight and
eyesight could be illuminating.

The Importance Of
Eye Protection

First, you should know that the
average child’s eyes get about
three times as much exposure to
ultraviolet (UV) rays as do the
average adult’s.

There are several reasons for
this. For one thing, children are
more likely than adults to be out-
doors, especially in the summer
and on snowy days, and sand,
snow and water reflect UV light
and increase the need for protec-
tion. For another, children’s eyes
are even more sensitive to UV rays
than adults’ because they are
clearer and more delicate and their
pupils are larger and let far more
light through than adults’ eyes.
Exposure to UV radiation can lead
to keratitis in children; that is, an
inflammation of the cornea that
causes pain and itchiness.

According to the experts at the
World Society of Paediatric Oph-
thalmology and Strabismus,
“shielding children’s eyes from
excessive ambient UV radiation in
direct and reflected sunlight is
extremely important. Whenever
outside, appropriate UVA/B-block-
ing protective lenses in well-fitted,
safe frames are valuable for all;
particularly in the younger child,
adolescent and those who are geo-
graphically or medically at higher
risk. The lenses should block at
least 99 percent of UVA/B light and
meet local protection standards.
Polarized lenses often provide
greater comfort from glare, espe-
cially for light-sensitive children.”

An Answer
To help parents take care of

their children’s eyes, the
Polaroid Sunglasses brand cre-
ated a free UV app called the
Polaroid UV Alert app that mea-
sures UV radiation. Available
from Apple’s App Store—
designed for iPhones and the
Apple Watch—and also compati-
ble with iPads and iPod Touch, it
is aimed to alert users when
radiation reaches dangerous lev-
els and offers information on
polarized lenses and lens tech-

nology, including directions on
where to purchase high-quality
Polaroid polarized sunglasses.

A Problem
Unfortunately, most people

don’t pay enough attention to eye
protection and are not aware of
the harmful effects of UV rays.
Only half the population thinks
that sunglasses are a must-have
accessory to protect the eyes from
harmful solar radiation, and more
than 30 percent of them say they
rarely wear sunglasses.

Perhaps because of this defi-
ciency of awareness, product qual-
ity is not behind most sunglass
purchase: 57 percent of customers
buy sunglasses only for style and
28 percent based on price, while
only 15 percent make informed
choices based on lens quality and
UV protection level.

How To Choose Sunglasses
Wearing sunglasses that block

100 percent of UV rays and up to
96 percent of blue light is a sim-
ple, safe and cost-effective way to
protect the eyes.

Although lens color and shad-
ing are not indicators of the sun-
glasses’ UV-blocking ability, differ-
ent lens colors offer different
advantages:

•Yellow: good for skiing or
low-light situations, such as fog,
as they increase contrast though
they can cause color distortion;

•Amber/Brown: good for
nearsighted people;

•Light Blue/Green: best
suited for farsighted people.

The level of eye protection
depends mainly on the lens filter
and material.

For example, Polaroid Sun-
glasses’ UltraSight polarized
lenses let less than 1 percent of

UV rays pass through up to 400
nanometers, exceeding the protec-
tion available in most other sun-
glass lenses. UV400 lenses block
all harmful UVA, UVB and UVC
rays, eliminate glare and provide
crisp, correct vision and accurate
color perception. The core element
is the polarizing light filter. UV
light absorbers and shock-absorb-
ing layers are fused to both sides
of the lens so it’s light, flexible
and impact resistant. A scratch-
resistant layer on both the outer
surfaces completes the lens struc-
ture.

The company is a worldwide
leader in eye care and optics and
a pioneering international eye-
wear brand that owes its name to

the invention of polarized lenses,
changing the world of technology
and optics.

Said Luisa Delgado, CEO of
Safilo Group, the fully integrated
Italian eyewear creator and world-
wide distributor of Polaroid, as well
as several other well-known brands
of sunglasses, optical frames and
sports eyewear, “We are committed
to protecting children’s and adults’
eyes from the sun’s damaging rays.
Our eyes need to be equally pro-
tected from the sun as does our skin
and UV-filtering lenses are of the
utmost importance for children in
particular.”

Polaroid Sunglasses for adults
and children are available at bet-
ter optical, department store and
sunglass specialty retailers and
can be found online at solsticesun
glasses.com and dillards.com.

Learn More
For further facts and eye care

and eyewear advice, go to
p o l a r o i d e y e w e a r. c o m / k i d s ,
www.polaroideyewear.com and
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pol
aroid-uv-alert/id1007544164?mt=8.

New Ways To Protect Your Children’s Eyesight Year-Round

The newest polarized sunglasses
from Polaroid protect the eyes in a
rainbow of colors.

A polarizing light filter keeps
harmful UV rays out of kids’ eyes.

A handy app can help you tell how
strong the sun is right where you
are so you can protect your family.

(NAPSA)—Driving in tempera-
tures at 45° Fahrenheit or below
is safer when your car has winter
tires. The Hakkapeliitta 8 by
Nokian Tyres features a new
tread pattern with 50 percent
more studs than its predecessor.
For more facts on tires, go to
www.nokiantires.com.

* * *
Don’t let safe driving practices

take a holiday. The tire experts at
Les Schwab Tire Centers can help
you prepare for wet and icy driving
conditions. To find a nearby store,
visit www.lesschwab.com/
about/store-locator.

* * *
A new America THINKS sur-

vey found 71 percent of Americans

expect emerging technologies,
such as connected and automated
vehicles, to improve safety. For
further facts and insights, visit
HNTB Corp., an infrastructure
solutions firm, at www.hntb.com.

The stegosaurus was a large
plant-eating dinosaur that lived
about 150 million years ago in
what is now the western United
States. It had two rows of bony
plates shaped like huge arrow-
heads sticking out of its back
and tail.

***
If animals could speak, the dog would be a blundering outspoken
fellow; but the cat would have the rare grace of never saying a
word too much.

—Mark Twain
***

***
As every cat owner knows, nobody owns a cat.

—Ellen Perry Berkeley
***

***
The problem with cats is that they get the exact same look on
their face whether they see a moth or an axe-murderer.

—Paula Poundstone
***

***
I had been told that the training procedure with cats was diffi-
cult. It’s not. Mine had me trained in two days.

—Bill Dana
***

***
If there is one spot of sun spilling onto the floor, a cat will find it
and soak it up.

—Jean Asper McIntosh
***




