
(NAPSA)—Paying it forward can
pay off on your next tax return, if
you keep track of your donations.
“Giving to charity, even if

you’re simply donating clothes
and furniture to a thrift store, can
reduce your taxable income,”
explained Jessi Dolmage, of the
popular digital tax preparation
brand TaxACT. “To maximize your
deduction, just follow a few simple
tips.”
•First, be sure you’re giving to

an eligible organization recog-
nized by the IRS. Search for the
group using the IRS’ Exempt
Organization Select Check at
www.irs.gov. Even if it’s not listed
in the database, most religious
organizations and government
agencies are eligible.
•Second, keep detailed records

for accurate valuation (and, in
turn, your tax deduction) and in
the unlikely event of an audit.
These should include organization
name, donation date and amount.
•For noncash donations, docu-

ment the charity name, date and
location of the donation and a rea-
sonably detailed description of the
items. If you receive a receipt
from the charity, keep it with your
records. The IRS requires addi-
tional documentation for vehicle
donations. You must receive a
written acknowledgment or a
Form 1098-C from the charity for
the vehicle.
•For monetary gifts, keep the

written acknowledgment from the
organization with the donation
date and amount. A canceled
check or card statement with the
transaction date will do for gifts
under $250.
•If you get merchandise, bene-

fits or privileges in exchange for the
gift, you must subtract the value of
those from the original gift amount.
If your payment is more than $75,
the organization must give you a
written statement with a descrip-
tion and estimated value of the
merchandise, goods or services.
•Noncash donations, such as

clothing, kitchen gadgets and furni-
ture, must be in good condition or

better. The tax-deductible amount
of those items is the fair market
value (FMV), the price if they were
exchanged between willing buyers
and sellers. Special rules apply to
cars, boats, airplanes, property sub-
ject to debt, investments that have
appreciated in value, and inventory
from your business.
•Mobile apps can make dona-

tion tracking easier. For example,
TaxACT’s free Donation Assistant
app tracks cash, noncash and
recurring gifts, with FMVs for
more than 1,300 commonly do-
nated items. The app can save
photos of donations and receipts.
Come tax time, the information
can be imported into the TaxACT
Deluxe program, which calculates
the maximum deduction and com-
pletes related tax forms.
Charitable gifts made between

Jan.1 and Dec. 31 can be deducted
if you itemize deductions on Form
1040 Schedule A. To do so, all
itemized deductions must exceed
the standard deduction amount
based on your adjusted gross
income and filing status.
Additionally, you must file

Form 8283 with your tax return if
your cash and noncash contribu-
tions total more than $500. You
will also need to file a qualified
appraisal of donated property
worth more than $5,000.
You can download the free app

at www.taxact.com/apps and learn
more about the tax rules of chari-
table giving at www.irs.gov and
www.taxact.com/taxinfo.

Tips OnThe Benefits Of Being Charitable

To be tax deductible, non-cash
donations—clothing, kitchen
gadgets and furniture—must be
in good condition or better.

9

(NAPSA)—According to a new
study by Intermedia and Oster-
man Research, small and medium-
sized businesses (SMB) are losing
time and money to cloud apps.
These can include e-mail, phones,
collaboration and file sharing,
CRM, identity and access manage-
ment, security and so on.

What’s The Problem
The report, “Death by 1000

Cloud Apps,” found that the aver-
age SMB is juggling more than 14
cloud apps, with an average of 5.5
apps per user.
This fragmented cloud-scape

causes four main problems:
1.Too much choice—Teams

can spend months of valuable
time vetting and deploying all
the cloud apps, distracting them
from more important goals and
responsibilities.
2.Too much to manage—

Once deployed, these apps must
be managed. Fifteen people using
the average of 5.5 apps each
means 82.5 accounts that must be
managed.
3.Too many log-ins—It takes

an average of 20 seconds to log in
to an app; a 75-person SMB can
rack up more than 570 wasted
hours and $13,900 per year in lost
productivity.
4.Too much risk—When

forced to choose between security
and productivity, security usually
takes a back seat. This leads to
risky password selections that are
easily breached, leaving compa-
nies at risk.

What To Do
Fortunately, there can be sev-

eral steps you can take toward a
solution.
•First, centralize access. It’s

estimated that three out of four
network intrusions exploit weak
or stolen passwords. A “single
sign-on portal” lets users access
all of their apps with just one
secure password. You can also
enforce two-factor authentica-
tion—and your admin can easily
cut off access to the SSO portal in

just one step. For instance, Inter-
media AppID offers a strong, sim-
ple SSO solution.
•Next, consolidate pro-

viders. A small number of com-
panies now act as a one-stop
shop for cloud IT. You get multi-
ple services with one control
panel, one bill, one source of sup-
port. Security and integration
are built in. Providers include
Intermedia’s Office in the Cloud
and others.
•Finally, cut back on apps.

Inventory the apps you have and
eliminate overlapping functional-
ity. Combine a few similar apps
and slash your cloud footprint.

Learn More
For further facts on reducing

cloud apps, go to Interme
dia.net/1000CloudApps or call
(877) 228-5381.

HowTo Keep Cloud Apps From Raining OnYour Profits

Having to manage too many
business apps can take too
much time and money away from
your business.

KeepYour Child Healthy
From HeadToToe

(NAPSA)—Parents need no
longer fear the dreaded note home
from school announcing an out-
break of head lice, if they heed
these hints:
•A weekly head check can help

you stay ahead of an outbreak.
According to a recent survey, 56
percent of parents do one. Lice lay
eggs in warm, moist areas around
the head.
•Wash your family’s hair with

a product clinically proven to help
prevent them, with organic herbs
and natural plant extracts, and no
chemicals or pesticides. Called
Rosemary Repel®, the shampoo
and crème conditioner gently
cleanse, nourish and protect hair.

If you still get lice: Vacuum
floors, carpets, furniture, beds and
car seats; wash bedding and dry
on high heat. Consider the Lice
Good-Bye Survival Kit. The kit
includes Lice Good-Bye natural
lice/nit remover, Rosemary Repel
Spray and the metal Terminator
Comb, proven 300 percent more
effective than all other combs.
Available at Ulta, Bed Bath &

Beyond, select national chains
and pharmacies and online at
www.fairytaleshaircare.com.

There are natural ways to protect
your family from head lice.

(NAPSA)—Richard DiBiase, a
15-year expert in the financial
markets specializing in research
and advanced analytics and who
has invested in companies rang-
ing from technology to energy,
says, “Investors must research
public companies before investing
their hard earned dollars.” His
investment and research tips are
at www.Richard-DiBiase.com.

* * *
The Blinded Veterans Associa-

tion (BVA) is a way for veterans
who have lost their sight to help
other veterans with vision loss.
The unique understanding their
fellows have of their challenges is
an invaluable source of support.
Learn more at (800) 669-7079 and
www.bva.org.

* * *
Lice have developed resistance

to many of the over-the-counter
treatments. Lice specialists rec-
ommend effective, pesticide-free
options such as Vamousse, consid-
ered 100 percent effective in
killing lice and nits. Learn more
at www.vamousselice.com.

* * *
Kiehl’s Since 1851 helps men

manage oily skin with Oil Elimi-
nator 24-hour Anti-Shine Moistur-
izer with aerolite technology.
Aerolite can absorb four times its

weight in oil. The skin care regi-
men is at Kiehl’s stores, retailers
and www.Kiehls.com, www.Kiehls.
com/KiehlsinSpace and (800)
KIEHLS-2.

* * *
To combat identity theft, never

give out personal information over
the phone, on the Internet or
through the mail unless you know
whom you’re dealing with. The
Federal Trade Commission offers
additional guidance on dealing
with identity theft at www.
consumer.ftc.gov.




