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(NAPSA)—All Terrain Vehicles,
or ATVs, have become popular
with families across the country—
and riders have helped the sport
remain a safe one by taking a
safety course and by following the
“golden safety rules.” They include
always wearing a helmet, and
other protective gear, never carry-
ing passengers, riding an ATV
right for your age, always super-
vising youngsters, never riding
while intoxicated and not riding
on public roads. 

However, there are other safety
precautions parents should take
into account when deciding if their
child is ready to ride. Not all young-
sters have the strength, judgment
or skills to operate an ATV. Here
are some points to consider: 
Visual Perception And Motor

Development
Children should be able to:
• Perceive depth or distance.
• Rely on peripheral or side

vision.
• Judge speed and follow the

movement of objects. 
• Follow a moving object while

using their hands.
• Maintain their attention

while taking in a lot of sights,
sounds and instructions.

Physical Development
Children should be able to sit

comfortably on the ATV and reach
the controls safely. They should
also have enough strength and
familiarity to operate the controls
with ease. In addition, children
need to be coordinated (at least
enough to ride a bicycle, skate-
board or roller-skate) and have
sufficient endurance to maintain
strength over time.

Emotional Development
Parents should ask themselves

if their child can:
• Understand and follow rules

and obey parents and supervisors.
• Control behavior according to

expectations.
• Understand that  other

youngsters may be permitted to

do what he or she may not be
allowed to do.

• Give reasons and solutions to
problems they encounter.

• Make decisions based on
reality, not fantasy.

Decision Making
Child riders need to know that

bad decisions they make can
result in injury. They also need a
basic understanding of what being
careful means, as well as an
understanding that rules are
made to increase safety and lead
to long-term enjoyment of ATVs.

Children should not be allowed
to ride if:

• They do not have a basic
understanding of the physical limi-
tations of stopping and turning.

• They cannot describe cause-
and-effect experiences.

• They cannot concentrate on
more than one element at a time in
solving a puzzle or problem.

“Parents, Youngsters and All-
Terrain Vehicles” was developed
especially for parents to help
determine whether their young-
sters are ready to ride an ATV.
This booklet provides important
safety information and tips on
learning to ride an ATV. To obtain
a copy of the booklet or for infor-
mation on training, please visit
www.atvsafety.org or call 1-800-
887-2887.

ATV Safety: Is Your Child Ready?

Safe Rides—There are a number
of points to consider before let-
ting your child ride an ATV.

(NAPSA)—Drowned in gasoline,
smothered in grits and set on fire.
Depending on your point of view,
any of these could appear like the
right answer to killing just about
anything. However, it’s the top three
home remedies Americans use to rid
properties of red, imported fire ants.
Unfortunately, none of these meth-
ods work.

“It’s clear that Americans are
desperate for solutions to this
recurring and potentially danger-
ous problem,” said Dr. Nate Roy-
alty, entomologist with TopChoice™

at Bayer Environmental Science.
“In addition to the inconvenience,
fire ants pose a significant health
threat. They are aggressive and
attack very quickly.”

Children, the elderly and pets
are the most at-risk for fire ant
stings. In fact, more children are
stung each year by fire ants than
all other insect species combined.
And parents are worried.

According to a recent survey,
parents in southern states are
more worried about their
children getting stung by fire
ants than bicycle or water-
related accidents. Forty-four per-
cent of southern homeowners
reported at least one family
member had been stung in the
previous year.

To help protect your family,
Bayer Environmental Science and
nofireants.com recommend five
tips to prevent an accidental fire
ant encounter:

1. Avoid sandy, worked soil
with a dark grey or black color—
mounds range from low-to-the-
ground to 18 inches high.

2. Watch your step: Mounds
have no central opening like many
common ant species.

3. Know your surroundings:
Fire ants prefer warm, sunny
areas and can appear along a side-
walk, the base of a tree and even a
playground or park.

4. Fire ants are aggressive:
When disturbed, a fire ant mound
will come alive quickly appearing
to bubble over like boiling water.

5. Schedule a professional treat-
ment if you find fire ant mounds on
your property. To find a profes-
sional logon to nofireants.com.

Fire ants pose a significant risk
for many Americans. Ten to 15 per-
cent of the general population can
experience a severe localized aller-
gic reaction to a sting, and as many
as two percent may experience a
systemic allergic reaction, which in
rare cases results in death.

Traditional methods of control-
ling fire ants consist of treating

individual mounds. Soil drench-
ing, injections dusts, baits or fu-
migants, provide a quick kill, but
do not always kill all the ants,
eliminate the queens or keep
them out of the turf for a sus-
tained period.

Now, there’s a new method rec-
ommended by many lawn care
and pest control professionals to
combat these pests. TopChoice, a
professionally applied product,
offers a proactive approach to fire
ant control by not only eliminat-
ing existing mounds, but also pre-
venting any new mounds for one
full year.

“Fire ant prevention through
the use of technologies like Top-
Choice is the best option for peo-
ple dealing with these pests,” says
Royalty. “Homeowners should talk
with their lawn care or pest
control  professional,  or visit
www.nofireants.com for more
information.”

Fire Ant Bites At Top Of Parents’Worry List

Fire ants are best treated by professionals and by using a proactive
approach.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
your health, you shouldn’t have to
make compromises because of the
high cost of many prescription
medicines. Affordable generic
medicines might be the answer to
your high health care costs. 

Doctors and pharmacists across
the United States understand how
expensive prescription medicines
can be. That’s why more than half
of all prescriptions filled in the
United States last year were
generics. Generics offer the same
medicine and same results as
brand name prescriptions but at a
price that can be 30 percent to 80
percent less expensive.

In 2003, for example, the aver-
age price of a prescription filled
with a generic drug was $30.56,
while the average price of a brand
name drug was $84.21. That’s a
difference of $53 per prescription
when you choose the generic. 

Because of the lower cost,
generic medicines allow you to
have more money to spend on
other things—a vacation, home
improvements, or savings for a
rainy day. 

Are generic medicines the same
as the brand? Yes. All generics
must be approved by the Food and
Drug Administration, the same
agency that approves the brand
version. And by law, a prescription
generic medicine must have the
same medicine, strength, dosage as
the brand medicine. It also must be

manufactured under the same
strict quality guidelines as the
brand.

Because the FDA requires
generics to meet high standards,
you can be sure that the generic
medicine you receive will provide
you with the same results as the
more expensive brand drug it
replaces. 

Generic medicines are avail-
able for many chronic diseases
and new generics reach the mar-
ket every day. The next time your
doctor writes a prescription, ask if
an affordable generic medicine is
available. Your doctor and phar-
macist can help you select the
right prescription to improve your
life for less.

For more information about
generic medicines, visit the FDA
at http://www.fda.gov/cder/ogd/ or
the Generic Pharmaceutical Asso-
ciation at http://www.gphaonline.
org/aboutgenerics. 

Rx for Affordable Health Care: Generic Medicines

AMERICA’S GENERICS provide the
same medicine and produce the
same results as their brand coun-
terparts but at a much lower cost.

(NAPSA)—Making sure your
home is “Wired for Safety” could
prevent a costly and potentially
lethal fire, according to the Elec-
trical Safety Foundation Interna-
tional (ESFI).

To help increase awareness of
electrical safety, ESFI offers the
“Wired for Safety” electrical safety
video and companion guide, devel-
oped by the U.S. Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission (CPSC), on
its Web site. 

“Electrical fires cause thou-
sands of needless fires each year,
resulting in deaths, injuries and
more than $1.6 billion property
damage,” noted Michael G. Clen-
denin, ESFI's executive director.
Communities and organizations
can use this package to help con-
sumers identify electrical hazards
and prevent fires in the home,
school and workplace.

“Increasing homeowner educa-
tion and the use of electrical
safety technology are two of the
best ways to drive down the num-
ber of electrocutions and electrical
fires that occur each year,” said
Leonardo Alcivar, CPSC’s director
of Information and Public Affairs.
“With help from the U.S. Fire
Administration and ESFI, this

video has been updated and is
now a more effective tool in edu-
cating kids and parents about
electrical safety.” 

The eleven-minute video and
companion guide cover causes and
prevention of residential electrical
fires. It includes steps consumers
can take to replace old wiring, a
major cause of deadly electrical
fires. 

“Wired for Safety” is available
from both ESFI’s and CPSC’s web
sites, www.electrical-safety.org
and www.cpsc.gov. 

Video Increases Awareness Of Home Electrical Hazards 

A new video is designed to help
prevent home electrical fires and
the deaths they cause.

(NAPSA)—Box-office records
say family movies are more popu-
lar than ever, drawing more
viewers than R-rated films. Now
it’s easier to get reviews of thou-
sands of new and classic film
titles from a parent’s perspective.
Movies.com, a Web site for movie
fans, now showcases Parent Pre-
views, which features family-spe-
cific information about content in
movies.




