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(NAPSA)—More than two mil-
lion veterans receive monthly dis-
ability compensation payments
from the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA), and VA is
making it easier than ever for
veterans to apply for this popular
benefit.

Nearly 10 percent of the nation’s
24.9 million living veterans receive
tax-free compensation ranging
from about $100 to $2,100 a month,
depending on the severity of the
disability, for injury or illness
traced to military service. A com-
pensable disability may be due to
accident, combat or disease, but not
intentional misconduct. 

Veterans now wait an average
of seven months for a decision on
a compensation claim. VA hopes to
cut that wait in half this year
through a number of changes.

Clear Language—VA now gives
veterans clearly and concisely
written decisions on their benefit
applications. Claims adjudicators
clearly explain the medical and
legal criteria required for a higher
evaluation when they evaluate
applications at less than the maxi-
mum disability rate. 

Internet Support—Informa-
tion for veterans preparing a
claim for disability compensation
benefits is on the Internet at
www.vba.va.gov/claims. Veterans
may also apply for compensation
online. Those unable to use the
Internet may call 1-800-827-1000
toll free for assistance.

Military Bases—In many states
and in some foreign countries, VA
staff work at military bases to
accept and rate claims as service-
members leave military service. 

Evidence Search—VA’s author-
ity to help veterans find evidence
to support their claims was

restored recently by Congress.
Veterans ’ Help—About  50

percent of those who file claims
receive some or all of their entire
compensation request. Fewer than
10 percent appeal the VA’s decision.

One of the common reasons for
denial of claims is a lack of docu-
mentation. VA needs to find a con-
nection between the veteran’s
health while in uniform and a
chronic condition evident today.
Veterans can help speed things up
by providing private medical
records when they file a claim.

VA can accept private medical
records and “buddy testimonials”
provided by the veteran. VA also
will request copies of service med-
ical files from federal archives
when necessary, but this can take
time.

Veterans who respond quickly
to VA’s letters or questions can
make a big difference in moving
their claims along quickly.

Veterans should also consider
using the services of a recognized
veterans group or local veterans
services officer employed by their
state veterans affairs department
or their county government to
help them prepare materials and
file claims. 

VA Simplifies, Speeds Up Veteran Disability Claims
(NAPSA)—Picture this: cre-

ative, personal, one-of-a-kind gift
ideas for any occasion. It’s possi-
ble—by turning favorite photos,
memories and artwork into origi-
nal presents that both friends and
loved ones will cherish—just visit
your local Kinko’s.

• Photo calendars. Create the
ultimate keepsake that will be
appreciated all year long. Whether
your gift needs are for the holi-
days, Valentine’s Day, Mother’s
Day or back to school, just stop by
Kinko’s with your favorite photos
and choose from one of four calen-
dar designs. The photo-a-month
deluxe calendar features a color
picture for every month of the year.
Or pick a favorite snapshot to cre-
ate a decorative border, year-on-a-
page or tear-off photo calendar.

• Photo greeting cards.
Want to add pizzazz and personal-
ity to a special greeting? Convert
your favorite horizontal or vertical
snapshot into a custom greeting
card with either a full-photo cover
or one of a wide variety of designer
borders suited to the occasion.
Photo cards are available in boxes
of 25 and can be printed with a
customized message of up to six
lines on the inside.

• More fun with photos.
Whether you’d like to give
Grandma a photo enlargement of
your baby’s first step or add a fes-
tive border and original caption to
a favorite family ski trip picture,
the Kodak PictureMaker kiosk at
Kinko’s can turn your traditional
or digital images into a one-of-a-
kind gift. The kiosks feature spe-
cial tools to reduce or eliminate
red eye, crop and enlarge images
and even restore color. Thanks to
sign and banner capabilities, at
select locations you can even
transform your snapshot into a
giant vinyl banner or a 18x24-inch
mounted poster in a snap.

• Personalized stationery.
With more than 100 designer
papers and matching envelopes,
you can select just the right set of
everyday or seasonal stationery

for your favorite pen pal. If it’s
your turn at the top of everyone’s
gift list, there are designer papers
for making personalized wedding
or party invitations, birth an-
nouncements and even thank-you
cards.

• Scrapbooking supplies.
Looking for a gift for the scrap-
book fan in your family? Choose
from a wide assortment of spe-
cialty papers that are acid-free,
just right for the creative shutter-
bug looking to make memories
last a lifetime. And since they’re
made with recycled paper, they’re
better for the environment, too.
Don’t forget to give your family
historian a favorite photo to add
to his or her scrapbook by adding
text or a frame with the help of
the Kodak PictureMaker kiosk.

• Colorful keepsakes. A
wide variety of computer, print-
ing, finishing and binding ser-
vices provide the right tools for
any do-it-yourself gift giver. Make
a memory combining a collection
of personal photos, heartfelt notes
and a personalized cover to make
a unique gift for family and
friends. Or create a set of lami-
nated placemats designed around
beloved children’s refrigerator
drawings—making each meal a
special family event.

To find the nearest Kinko’s
location and for more on the latest
services, visit www.kinkos.com or
call 1-800-2-KINKOS.

Creating Personalized, One-Of-A-Kind Gifts

A one-stop retail shop can be
a great place to create unique
gifts for all occasions.

(NAPSA)—Video games: They’re
not just for teenage boys anymore.

A growing number of video
game titles are targeting a more
general audience—both boys and
girls, of all ages—and creating a
sort of digital playground where
everyone is welcome.

One way that game companies
are doing so is by incorporating
characters that have broad
appeal, whether they’re original
creations or inspired by popular
television shows and movies. The
latest ones to make the crossover
—having already achieved success
on both the big and small screen—
are Blossom, Bubbles and Butter-
cup, the trio of tots better known
as The Powerpuff Girls™.

Just as families are able to
enjoy the cartoon chronicles of
these pint-sized superheroes
together, they can now play out a
video game adventure in similar
fashion. “The Powerpuff Girls:
Relish Rampage™,” available for
the PlayStation® 2 system, lets
players experience the excitement
of the TV show as they complete
dozens of action-packed missions.

Their archenemy, Mojo Jojo™ is
fed up with The Powerpuff Girls.
He’s invented a scheme to put all
of Townsville under his mind con-
trol: Radio Jojo. But Mojo doesn’t
realize his sour signals are strong
enough to summon an invading
race of pickled alien parasites who
are taking over.

Players must defeat Mojo and
annihilate the aliens before the
citizens of Townsville turn into

giant pickloids. As Blossom, But-
tercup and Bubbles, players battle
their way through level upon level
of interesting missions and outra-
geous clashes.

Created by BAM! Entertain-
ment, “Relish Rampage” offers
such features as:

• Fight and destroy a host of
enemies and villains, including
Mojo Jojo, The Gangreen Gang,
Him and, of course, the marinated
mutants;

• Deploy devastating super-
powers, including laser eyes and a
host of special moves, more power-
ful than ever before; and

• Explore a beautifully de-
signed 3-D version of Townsville,
including Mojo Jojo’s Volcanic
Lair, Central Park, City Hall and
much more.

“The Powerpuff Girls: Relish
Rampage” is available at electron-
ics stores and wherever video
games are sold. To learn more,
visit www.bam4fun.com.

Heroic Girls Save The Day In New Video Game

The Powerpuff Girls depend
on you to save the day when you
play a fun new video game.

(NAPSA)—Visiting friends
and family during the holiday
season doesn’t have to be stress-
ful for the many children who
routinely wet the bed nor for
their anxious parents.

Bed-wetting, or nocturnal enur-
esis, affects five to seven million
children in the United States, ages
six to 12 and beyond. Whether it’s
due to genetic or individual
causes, bed-wetting can lead to
feelings of guilt and shame. To
help alleviate the stress of over-
night stays away from home, here
are some helpful tips from the
experts at the National Kidney
Foundation:

• Schedule an appointment
with your family doctor to rule
out any underlying illnesses and
to discuss possible treatment
options.

• Minimize your child’s caf-
feine intake, especially before bed-
time. Too much soda at holiday
parties can bring on bed-wetting.

• Brief the host or hostess on
how to downplay the situation and
be sensitive to the feelings of the
child.

• Bring absorbent pants along
on any overnight stays to combat
wetness until your child outgrows
the problem.

• Offer reassurance and infor-
mation to the child, such as the
fact that millions of children suf-

fer with the same condition and
most outgrow the problem on
their own.

• Minimize the importance
placed on bed-wetting episodes
and privately praise the child’s
efforts to stay dry.

• Play up the child’s achieve-
ments in sports and schoolwork in
front of others so the child can
receive positive feedback.

• Never punish or blame the
child.

The National Kidney Founda-
tion and Kimberly-Clark have
teamed up to help parents and
children cope with bedwetting
through research, awareness and
education initiatives.

To learn more about bedwet-
ting, call the Foundation at 1-888-
WAKE-DRY.

Staying Dry On The Road

Vote For Your Favorite
Corvette Of All Time
(NAPSA)—Car enthusiasts

have been arguing for decades
about which is the top Corvette
make and model. 

Is the most popular model the
1953 Corvette, the car that started
it all, or is it the Corvette Sting
Ray, or the 1956 Roadster? 

Now MasterCard is offering
Corvette fans a chance to vote for
their favorite ‘Vette and win a
2003 50th Anniversary Corvette
and a trip to Nashville for the
Corvette 50th Anniversary Cele-
bration in June 2003. Consumers
can vote online at www.corvette
mastercard.com.

As part of the celebration,
Household International is offer-
ing the first ever officially licensed
Corvette MasterCard. 

Corvette enthusiasts can choose
between two Corvette MasterCard
designs: one that pictures the clas-
sic 1953 Corvette, the first model
to come off the production line, or
the new 2003 50th Anniversary
Edition.

To “Vote for Your Vette” and apply
for your Corvette MasterCard, visit
www.corvettemastercard.com. 

Fans are asked to vote for
their  favori te  Corvette at
www.corvettemastercard.com.

President Clinton was born
William Jefferson Blythe IV, but
took his stepfather’s last name of
Clinton at the age of 16.

The first continuously operat-
ing laser was produced in the
United States in 1961.




