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Using Digital Technology To Help Students 
With Visual Impairments Or Learning Disabilities
by Richard O. Scribner

(NAPSA)—Students who are
visually impaired and students
with learning and other physical
disabilities have a new learning
tool that provides unprecedented
access to the printed page.

Recording for the Blind &
Dyslexic® (RFB&D®) has introduced
an inaugural collection of 6,000

digitally recorded,
fully accessible text-
books on CD.

RFB&D’s Audio-
Plus™ digitally record-
ed textbooks on CD
level the playing field
for students with dis-
abilities because they

offer navigation, bookmarking
and playback options that signifi-
cantly enhance study, research
and reference assignments. To lis-
ten to RFB&D’s AudioPlus text-
books, students need a CD player
equipped to play RFB&D’s books
or a standard multimedia com-
puter equipped with a CD-ROM
drive and specialized software.

With RFB&D’s AudioPlus text-
books, students will enjoy:

• Instant access—Digitally
recorded textbooks allow instant
access to any page, chapter or
subheading in a book with the
touch of a button; there’s no need
to fast-forward through and count
embedded beep tones as is done
with books recorded on analog
cassette tape.

• Convenience—Digitally re-
corded textbooks are stored on
CDs, which hold more than 40

hours of recorded material. There-
fore, the contents of a standard
textbook, which requires eight to
12 cassettes, will now fit onto a
single CD.

• Better audio quality—Dig-
ital audio technology produces
recordings with significantly less
noise (“tape hiss”) than analog
recording.

RFB&D’s AudioPlus textbooks
have already been used in schools
that participated in a pre-release
pilot program. The students and
educators involved in the program
provided important feedback
about the use of the CD textbooks,
and their input has been used to
continue to refine and enhance
this technology.

RFB&D has also been outfit-
ting its studios with new digital
recording facilities and training
its 5,400 volunteers in the digital
recording process. As the transi-
tion takes place, the organization
is converting its most frequently
requested textbooks in its CV
Starr Learning Through Listen-
ing™ Library to a digital format.
RFB&D’s Classic Cassettes™ will
also remain available as long as
there is a demand for them.
Offering RFB&D’s AudioPlus dig-
itally recorded textbooks is just
another way for RFB&D to serve
its members by providing a wider
choice of formats to meet their
needs.

In addition to developing
state-of-the-art reading technolo-
gies that make educational mate-
rials more accessible to students

with disabilities, RFB&D has
also expanded its mission to offer
effective strategies to help maxi-
mize the benefits of recorded
textbooks.

RFB&D’s national Educational
Outreach Program targets stu-
dents with print disabilities, their
teachers and parents to make prod-
ucts and educational strategies
more widely known and available.
While the organization historically
has offered individual member-
ships to students, RFB&D’s Learn-
ing Through Listening Institu-
tional Memberships provide
accessible textbooks and teacher
training to schools and districts to
help educators integrate recorded
textbooks into daily curricula. More
than 4,000 schools have partnered
with the organization through this
program.

For more than 50 years,
RFB&D has been the nation’s
educational library for people who
cannot read standard print effec-
tively because of a disability.
Today it is the largest nonprofit
organization of its kind, serving
102,000 students of all ages with
its collection of 91,000 textbook
titles in every subject area and
grade level.

For more information about
RFB&D’s AudioPlus digitally
recorded textbooks, call toll-free
1-866-RFBD-585 or visit the orga-
nization’s award-winning Web site
at www.rfbd.org.

Richard O. Scribner is presi-
dent and CEO of Recording for the
Blind & Dyslexic.
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(NAPSA)—A new book offers
photographs that illustrate the
strength and spirit of America.

The idea for America Yesterday
and Today (Carlton Books Lim-
ited, $40) was born from the surge
of patriotism felt by Americans
after the events of September 11,
2001.

Faced with catastrophic loss of
life and a changed world, every-
day life in America seemed a
blessing and something that
should be carefully appreciated.

Many Americans reexamined
their values, priorities and roots.

As people cherish their per-
sonal photos, looking at them
through the years, readers may be
able to remember the past and
frame the present by looking at
this beautiful book.

The picture of America that
emerges from these pages is a
nation with an incredible ability
both to effect change, and to
evolve in the face of change. 

It is this capability which
makes the nation so resourceful. 

The carefully selected pho-
tographs in this book show people
from decades past working, read-
ing, dancing, celebrating, protest-
ing, building, farming, quilting
and listening to music—and peo-

ple today doing the same.
Since photography first became

a popular medium for daily life,
the nation’s population has
tripled, the ethnic makeup has
diversified and the landscapes
have been transformed.

Yet the nation’s common expe-
riences and reference points are
as recognizably American now as
they were then. 

The images unite Americans
from sea to sea and from the past
to the present.

The book serves as a heartening
antidote to the sadness of the Sep-
tember 11th one-year anniversary. 

If the everyday activities that
define the nation endure, many
readers may see that the nation
has much to celebrate.

A Photograph Album For The Country

Bicycles built for two have expanded into tandems built for four.

Listening to the radio is no longer a sedentary pastime.

America Yesterday and Today
captures America’s values.

When someone is said to be ‘mending the jug’ it means he or she
has been given an impossible task.

***
Blessed is the man who, having nothing to say, abstains from giv-
ing to words evidence of the fact.

—George Eliot
***

(NAPSA)—According to a
recent survey, parents of children
aged 4 through 12 were more
reluctant to vaccinate their chil-
dren against chickenpox compared
to several other childhood dis-
eases. The survey of more than
1,000 parents found that although
97 percent knew a chickenpox vac-
cine is available, only 64 percent
had taken action to protect their
child. The same parents reported
vaccination rates of 90 percent or
greater for other childhood dis-
eases. The findings suggest that
parents’ misperceptions about the
potential seriousness of chicken-
pox may be to blame.

“What we’ve learned is that in
many cases parents are making
the decision not to vaccinate based
on misperceptions or misinforma-
tion. Many of these unvaccinated
children between the ages of 4 and
12 may contract the disease later
in life,” said Tammy Tempfer,
MSN, National Association for
Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
(NAPNAP). “Pediatric health
experts, including the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and NAPNAP, agree that
vaccination is the best way to pro-
tect against serious complications
that may result from chickenpox.” 

The survey findings showed that
many parents don’t realize chicken-
pox can be a serious disease. For
example, chickenpox can lead to

pneumonia, encephalitis, skin
infections, scarring or even death.
Many parents were unaware of
these consequences. About a third
of the non-vaccinating parents even
think it’s better for a child to catch
the disease naturally than to get
the vaccine. In fact, complications
associated with the vaccine are
extremely rare. 

Another concern expressed by
parents is that a child may still
develop chickenpox after being
vaccinated. Although this is possi-
ble, such cases are generally much
milder. Some parents also thought
that the vaccine would wear off
over time. There is no clear evi-
dence of waning immunity among
people who have been vaccinated
for chickenpox. 

In addition, the survey findings
revealed the importance of health
care providers in parents’ decision
to vaccinate their children against
chickenpox. Almost all parents (90
percent) chose to vaccinate their
child if their health care provider
recommended the vaccine. A
majority of parents said their
health care provider’s recommen-
dation was the primary reason
they chose to vaccinate. 

The CDC recommends that
children be vaccinated against
chickenpox after their first birth-
day. The chickenpox vaccine is
not for everyone, however. For
example, it is contraindicated in
persons with a history of hyper-
sensitivity to any component of
the vaccine, including gelatin.
Parents should talk to their
health care provider about
whether vaccination is right for
their child. As with any vaccine,
the chickenpox vaccine does not
result in a protective effect in all
vaccines. Adverse reactions that
have been reported with the use
of the chickenpox vaccine include
fever, injection site complaints
and rash (injection site and gen-
eralized). For more information
about the side effects associated
with the vaccine, talk to your
health care provider.

The survey was conducted by
Harris Interactive on behalf of
NAPNAP and Merck & Co. Inc.

Connecting The Dots: What Parents Should Know About Chickenpox, But Don’t

The CDC recommends vacci-
nation against chickenpox as the
best way to protect against the
severe complications associated
with the disease.




