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(NAPSA)—While you don’t
want to let the grass grow under
your feet when it’s time to get a
new lawn mower, there are a few
steps to consider first:

•Your Yard Size: For yards
that are about three-quarters of
an acre or less, a walk-behind
mower can be a good choice. The
smaller your yard, the smaller the
mower deck can be. For example,
a 21- or 22-inch walk-behind mow-
er is commonly used on smaller
yards.

If your yard is larger than
three-quarters of an acre, consider
a rear-engine riding mower or a
smaller lawn tractor. Riding mow-
ers with rear-mounted engines
provide good visibility and excel-
lent mobility. Look for mowing
decks between 28 and 42 inches
wide and engines from 12 to 20 hp.

A zero-turn rider or front-
engine lawn tractor may be appro-
priate for one- to three-acre yards.
Look for 16 to 24 hp and a mowing
deck 38 to 44 inches wide.

For yards larger than three
acres, a larger zero-turn rider or
garden tractor is probably best.
Look for engines with at least 24
hp and mowing decks in the 48- to
61-inch range.

•The Terrain: A typical walk-
behind mower is fine for a small, flat
yard. If your land is sloped or hilly,
consider a self-propelled walk-behind
mower. One with big back wheels is
easier to maneuver across rough ter-
rain. All riding mowers can handle
varied terrain, though some are bet-
ter on slopes than others.

Be careful on slopes and hills.
If you’re using a riding mower,
mow up and down the incline,

never across. With a walk-behind
mower, always mow across the
incline and never pull the mower
back toward your feet.

•Your Physical Condition: If
pushing a lawn mower is difficult,
you may want a self-propelled
mower even with a very small
yard. Similarly, a riding mower
may be the right choice if you’re
unable to easily walk behind a
mower.

•The Engine: Look for a qual-
ity engine suited for the size of the
job you expect it to do. For exam-
ple, Briggs & Stratton engines can
be found in several brands of lawn
mowers ranging from small walk-
behinds to large zero-turn mowers
and garden tractors.

•Lawn Mower Features:
New lawn and garden tractors
from Simplicity have Free Float-
ing mower decks with full-width
rollers, traction options, push-but-
ton start and two- or four-wheel
suspension. Many zero-turn mow-
ers offer suspension systems and
ground-following mower decks.

Learn More
Learn more at www.snapper.com

and www.simplicitymfg.com.

Choosing A Lawn Mower To Fit Your Needs

There are several things to con-
sider to get the lawn mower that
best meets your needs.

(NAPSA)—If you’re like most
Americans, you change jobs every
few years—the average man
switches jobs every four and a half
years; the average woman, every
three. Additionally, more than half
of all college students change
majors at least once.

It may be time to consider new
patterns for choosing a profession,
for happier workers and longer
relationships between employees
and employers.

Fortunately, finding a satisfy-
ing career can be simpler if you
consider these tips for finding
meaningful work:

1. Discover your unique
skills: This should be your first
step to finding a career you’ll
enjoy for a lifetime. What are your
strengths? What makes you
happy? How do you like to work:
Do you prefer interpreting and
critically assessing information?
Putting abstract ideas and con-
cepts together or taking them
apart? Gathering, sorting and
organizing information or figuring
out calculations? Or matching,
selecting and making sure direc-
tions and standards are followed
correctly? Would you rather work
with people, with things or with
concepts? Before investing years
of your life or possibly hundreds of
thousands of dollars in education,
take serious time to reflect on
your skills and interests.

2. Create a road map: Where
do you want to be in five or 10
years? Develop a road map to get
to career heaven and stick to it.

3. Test the waters: Once
you’ve discovered a substantive
career for yourself, test the waters

with an internship or apprentice-
ship. Interning can be a great way
to see if the job is right for you
and can help get your foot in the
door.

4. Choose a job based on
your passions: Don’t take a job
just for the money or title.

5.Look for a company that
shares your values: Don’t
compromise.

6. Take your time and seek
guidance: Take your time finding
the job that’s right for you based
on your talents. It’s not necessar-
ily the first thing that comes
along. Hiring a trained career con-
sultant may be a good idea.

For example, consider Crown’s
Career Direct Complete Guidance
System. It’s an individual, per-
sonal growth resource designed to
help you maximize your talents
and abilities. More than a simple
career test, it analyzes four criti-
cal areas—personality, interests,
skills and values.

Learn More
For further facts and to try the

test, visit www.careerdirect-ge.org.

Six Steps Toward A More Satisfying Career

You can head to work every day
to do something you really enjoy.

(NAPSA)—Good news for the
estimated one in five allergy suf-
ferers who have pets: There are
ways you and your pet can live
together. The experts at the Amer-
ican College of Allergy, Asthma
and Immunology suggest you:

•Keep your pet out of the
bedroom. You spend as much as
a third of your time there. Letting
a dog or cat in increases your
exposure to dander and the likeli-
hood of allergic reaction.

•Bathe your pet frequently.
It’s not the hair shed by the dog or
cat that causes you to suffer, it’s
the loose flakes of skin he deposits
around the house. Bathe your pet
at least once a week and dry him
as best you can to limit the ani-
mal’s shaking and stirring up
more dander.

•Replace air filters regu-
larly. With a pet in the house, you
should replace the filter in your
forced-air heating and cooling sys-
tem at least once a month. A high-
quality pleated filter offers more
surface area to capture more dan-
der than a flat-surface filter.

•Clean your house fre-
quently. Doctors recommend fre-

quent vacuuming of both hard-
surface and carpeted floors, heav-
ily upholstered furniture and
draperies.

•Consider a central vacuum
system, such as the new BEAM
Alliance System by Electrolux. It
offers the most cleaning power
available to remove 100 percent of
captured dander from the living
area without stirring up dust. Its
hose-handle power controls let you
increase or decrease power as
needed during cleaning. Quiet
operation also prevents startling
the dog or cat, reducing the amount
of dander the pet will shed.

Reducing exposure through
environmental controls, however,
may not be sufficient for some
allergic patients. You may need an
over-the-counter or prescription
medication to live comfortably
with your pet. Ask your physician
about the appropriate treatment
for you.

Learn More
To learn more about the BEAM

Alliance System, go to
www.beam.com. For more facts
about living with allergies and
pets, visit www.acaai.org.

Living With Allergies—And Animals

Allergies are nothing to sneeze at, especially when you’re allergic to
your best friend. Fortunately, there are ways to handle the problem.

(NAPSA)—Any time can be the
right time to tackle those household
chores you have been avoiding.
However, there are a number of
tasks that demand to be handled
once the weather turns warm.

To help, Liquid Wrench® has
an entire family of products
designed specifically for do-it-
yourself projects.

Whether it’s fixing a squeaky
door hinge, prepping the lawn or
getting the boat ready for warm
weather action, homeowners often
turn to spray lubricants or oils to
help them get the job done easily
and inexpensively. Here are some
tips:

•For squeaky door hinges, use a
dry lubricant. Unlike a wet or sticky
lubricant that attracts dirt and
increases hinge wear, this goes on
dry, leaving no mess and maximiz-
ing effectiveness far longer.

•If the garbage disposal has
started to make a racket, use the
same dry lubricant. Spray it
through the sink drain to the bot-
tom of the garbage disposal. Just
make sure water hasn’t flowed
through the disposal for at least
eight hours so the lubricant can
attach itself to the inside parts of
the disposal.

•In the bathroom, where hot
water and steam from showers can
rust door and cabinet hinges, a lit-
tle silicone spray will prevent that
from happening.

•To keep automatic and manual
garage doors operating smoothly,
you can use a three-pronged
approach:

1. Spray lithium grease in the
rollers on the inside of the roller
cup.

2. Use a dry lubricant in the
door tracks to quiet the operation
and prevent buildup of debris in
the tracks.

3. Lubricate the drive chain

with a chain lube to keep links
and cables operating smoothly.

•After a cold, harsh winter,
penetrating oil is great for freeing
up frozen or sticky linkages on
lawn equipment and shop equip-
ment, like presses and clamping
fixtures.

•For hedge clippers and other
lawn equipment, a drop or two of
lubricating oil will help get them
garden ready in no time at all. It
also helps to provide a barrier
against rust.

•When it comes to keeping car
window tracks running smoothly,
many prefer a silicone spray as a
lubricant, since it won’t streak the
windows.

•And when your chores are
done and it’s time to play, a light
coat of silicone spray will also
turn air hockey and foosball play-
ing surfaces into fast-action fun!

DIY projects and spring-clean-
ing are all about preserving and
maintaining what you have and
avoiding breakdowns.

Liquid Wrench has specialty
lubricants and penetrants for these
and every type of DIY job. Learn
more by visiting www.liquid
wrench.com.

A Smooth Way To Handle Seasonal Chores

Warmer weather is often the sig-
nal to tackle chores that get put
off during winter.

Dear Editor: Because of the release
entitled “Morocco: An Oasis Of Tol-
erance And Diversity” on page 5,
here comes a notice required by law
from anyone who mails travel or other
news releases to editors for a foreign
country, city or government-owned
company. This material is published
and distributed by North American
Precis Syndicate, Inc., 415 Madison
Ave., New York, New York 10017,
which is registered under the Foreign
Agents Registration Act of 1938, as
amended. We’re also registered as an
agent of all sorts of countries since
the law says that when we send edi-
tors information for foreign interests,
we should register as an agent. This
material is filed with the Department of
Justice where the required registration
statement is available for public
inspection. Registration does not indi-
cate approval of the contents of this
material by the United States Govern-
ment. Additional copies may be
obtained by writing to the publisher.

(NAPSA)—You can easily en-
hance your home with a few sim-
ple, colorful, practical and decora-
tive elements—without having to
spend a lot of the green stuff, says
home expert Ginny Bean. She’s
come up with many colorful, use-
ful products you can see at
www.ginnys.com.

* * *
For safety’s sake, consider hav-

ing your breakers upgraded to
state-of-the-art AFCI circuit
breakers, advise the experts at the
Electrical Safety Foundation
International, a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated exclusively to
promoting electrical safety. Learn
more at www.esfi.org.

* * *
Closet systems such as Closet-

Maid’s ShelfTrack™ wire shelving
can help turn even a small closet
into a roomy storage hub. For fur-
ther facts and tips on solving your
storage and organization dilem-
mas, visit www.ClosetMaid.com or
call (800) 874-0008.

***
Each day, and the living of it,
has to be a conscious creation
in which discipline and order
are relieved with some play and
some pure foolishness.

—May Sarton
***

***
Gardening is civil and social, but
it wants the vigor and freedom
of the forest and the outlaw.

—Henry David Thoreau
***




