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(NAPSA)—Vacation rentals
have become an increasingly pop-
ular lodging option for leisure
travelers, representing a $22 bil-
lion industry and growing. With
an abundance of property listings
now available online and a diverse
selection of vacation rentals to
choose from, such as villas, con-
dos, houseboats, private homes
and castles, more Americans are
discovering the benefits of vaca-
tion rentals.

Among the most popular bene-
fits cited by experienced vacation-
rental guests are value for the
price, having a kitchen and more
space, according to a recent Pho-
CusWright survey. Still, some
vacationers may be hesitant to try
a rental because it is unfamiliar.
Interestingly, the same study
found that 86 percent of those who
have not tried a vacation rental
would be more likely to do so if
the rental were backed by a major,
trusted hotel brand.

If you are considering a vaca-
tion rental for the first time,
here’s what you need to know:

1. Explore in Advance: Safe-
guard your vacation by gathering
as much information about the
rental unit and the destination as
possible—distance to the beach,
the living room view, items of
interest in the surrounding area.
Professionally managed vacation
rental companies work on your
behalf to ensure that you have
updated and accurate pictures
and descriptions so you can feel
fully comfortable and confident
with your selection.

2. Book with Confidence: If
booking directly with the owner
through a listing service site, be
sure to verify his or her creden-
tials and use a secure payment

method. An alternative is to opt
for a professionally managed
vacation rental service that acts
on behalf of a vacation rental’s
owner. It can help take care of
many aspects of vacation plan-
ning, including confirming the
availability of accommodations
and authorizing online payment
in real time through a reliable
method.

3. Enjoy Vacation Security:
Many vacationers find added
security by using Wyndham Vaca-
tion Rentals, the only such
provider backed by a major hotel
brand. Working with a renowned
hospitality brand that has estab-
lished quality and service stan-
dards and 24/7 customer service
support before, during and after
your stay can give you the peace
of mind of knowing that your
vacation is in the hands of a com-
pany you can trust.

In an effort to educate con-
sumers on the emerging vacation
rental industry, Wyndham Vaca-
tion Rentals has developed a Vaca-
tion Rental Bill of Rights that
already addresses many of these
considerations.

What You Need To Know About The Next Way To Stay

It can be easier and less expen-
sive than many people realize to
find a home away from home
while on vacation.

by Scott Smith, PE
(NAPSA)—It’s clear all of us

who rely on healthy infrastructure
to effectively move people and
goods need to adjust to life with-

out a strong federal
transportation pro-
gram in place. With
the declining pur-
chasing power of the
gasoline tax and a
prevailing political
desire to shrink the
role of government,
many state and local

departments of transportation do
not have the means to pay for the
simple cost of upkeep, let alone
meaningful expansion, of the
nation’s congested highways.

To “do more with less,” roads
and bridges will be built with:

•Private funding and man-
agement. Money has to come
from somewhere, and strategic
alliances will be made between
public road agencies and private
investors to design, build, lease,
manage and/or operate highways
and bridges. State infrastructure
banks will provide seed money to
encourage investors to participate.

•Transportation technol-
ogy. Advancements are provid-
ing new ways for elected and
appointed officials, planners and
engineers to add value, speed
project development and collect
revenue to support transporta-
tion projects. For example, mod-
ern transponder and video tech-
nology are making tolling a more
acceptable option for motorists
and opening up opportunities for
congestion pricing. Bridge design
and analysis software and 5-D
modeling and animation tools
can identify construction chal-
lenges early in the development
process, reducing risk and
responding to the unique needs
of each community.

•Triage. Limited dollars will be
applied where they are needed most
to keep existing bridges functional
and highway lanes open. It may no
longer be possible for the federal
Highway Trust Fund to provide up
to 80 percent of the funds necessary
to complete projects. Federal funds
will focus on complex multimodal
facilities, tying together different
modes of transportation and more
effectively using the capacity that
already exists. States also will

expand alternative funding strate-
gies, such as increased licensing
fees, property taxes, roadside adver-
tising and/or leasing or selling
unused right-of-way.

•Ready-made sustainabil-
ity. Our roads will go green, with
innovative design and construc-
tion materials that allow high-
ways and bridges to be more
resilient, last longer and have less
impact on the environment. Road
surfaces and bridge components
will be made from recycled mate-
rials. Pavement will be perme-
able, cleaning runoff and better
handling drainage. Auto-healing
epoxy will fill tiny concrete cracks
as quickly as they appear.

•Alternative delivery.
Design-build construction stream-
lines project delivery through a
single contract between the owner
and the design-build team. To
date, 47 states and Puerto Rico
have adopted the process as a way
to deliver large, complex projects
faster and within extremely con-
strained budgets. And with the
construction manager/general con-
tractor model, the owner hires a
dedicated project adviser who pro-
vides input that ultimately results
in higher constructability.

•Accelerated delivery.
Rather than designing most roads
and bridges from scratch, some
projects will use standardized
designs and generically made
components to simplify and speed
delivery. The Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation used such
a strategy in its Safe and Sound
program to replace more than 550
bridges through a design-build
construction process. It’s become a
model for other state DOTs.

America also will see a shift in
what constitutes real value for pub-
lic and private owners. The lowest
price will no longer be the primary
measure of worth. Addressing criti-
cal institutional, cultural, political
and technical risks early and often
in the development process will not
only be rewarded, but required for
selection. Firms with the technical
solutions and innovative ideas that
effectively address those risks will
thrive.

Scott Smith, PE, is director of
corporate development for HNTB
Corporation, an employee-owned
infrastructure f irm. Visit
HNTB.com for more insights.

Lack of public funds will change what the
“open road” really means

Scott Smith

Be Smart About Stroke
(NAPSA)—Knowing a little

about stroke may help you to
reduce disability or save a life.

Consider what happened to
Juaquin “Hawk” Hawkins, a pro-
fessional basketball player, 34
years-old and in top physical con-
dition. He had a stroke—and did-
n’t recognize the warning signs,
nor did the people around him.

According to the American
Stroke Association, a division of the
American Heart Association, only
two out of three Americans know at
least one of the stroke warning

signs. Yet stroke is the No. 4 killer
for all Americans and the No. 1 pre-
ventable cause of disability.

That’s why the American
Stroke Association’s Together to
End Stroke initiative, which is
nationally sponsored by global
medical products company Covi-
dien, is helping Americans recog-
nize the stroke warning signs in
an easy way. Just remember
F.A.S.T. and the symptoms that
come on suddenly:

F - Face drooping
A - Arm weakness
S - Speech difficulty
T - Time to call 9-1-1.
When you recognize a stroke

and act fast by calling 9-1-1, you
have a greater chance of getting to
an appropriate hospital quickly
and improving the outcome.

“Stroke can happen to anyone
at any time and it is largely pre-
ventable, treatable and beatable,”
says Hawkins. “The American
Stroke Association can help to
empower you to prevent stroke.
When you learn to prevent stroke,
you improve the outlook for your
future and live a healthier
lifestyle.”

According to the American
Stroke Association, the actions
you take to prevent stroke can
also help you to prevent heart dis-
ease. For more information about
stroke and a complete list of the
warning signs, visit www.stroke
association.org/warningsigns.

When you recognize a stroke and
act fast, you have a greater
chance of improving the out-
come, as basketball star Juaquin
“Hawk” Hawkins discovered.

(NAPSA)—Accurate charts,
when used correctly, help keep
boaters in the channel and away
from dangers. That’s the word from
the Alliance for Safe Navigation. It
says up-to-date navigation charts
should be an essential item on
every boater’s checklist. To learn
more, visit www.allianceforsafenavi
gation.org.

* * *
Students and schools in Texas

are posting significant gains. For
starters, graduation rates are at
historic highs in the state and
among the very best in the nation.
Clearly, students in Texas are suc-
ceeding and Texas public schools
are better than ever before.

* * *
The obligation for young men

to register with the Selective Ser-

vice upon turning 18 also applies
to illegal aliens, legal immigrant
residents and refugees. Failing to
register can carry significant
penalties. To learn more, call toll
free (888) 655-1825 or visit
www.sss.gov.

(NAPSA)—It’s not too late to
vaccinate—get your flu vaccine
today!

When it’s after November and
you see signs that advertise “Get
Your Flu Vaccine,” you might
think, “Isn’t it too late?”

The Answer Is No!
For millions of people every sea-

son, the flu can mean a fever,
cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy
nose, muscle aches and fatigue. But
sometimes it can be more severe.
More than 200,000 people are hos-
pitalized in the United States from
flu complications each year. The flu
also can be deadly: CDC estimates
that from the 1976–1977 season to
the 2006–2007 flu season, flu-asso-
ciated deaths ranged from a low of
about 3,000 to a high of about
49,000 people.

Anyone can get the flu, but
some people are at greater risk for
serious flu-related complications,
like pneumonia. People at greater
risk include:

•Children younger than 5
years old, but especially children
younger than 2 years old

•Pregnant women
•People with certain medical

conditions like asthma, diabetes,
or heart and lung disease

•People 65 years and older
It’s also important to get vacci-

nated if you care for anyone at
high risk, or for babies younger
than 6 months because they are
too young to get the vaccine.

CDC recommends an annual
flu vaccine for everyone 6 months
and older. It’s available in two
forms: a shot and a nasal spray.
Flu shot options include the regu-

lar flu shot, the new intradermal
flu shot, and a high-dose flu shot.
While the regular flu shot can be
given to most people, the intrader-
mal flu shot is approved for use in
adults 18 through 64 years of age,
and the high-dose flu shot is for
people aged 65 years and older.
The nasal spray vaccine is ap-
proved only for use in healthy peo-
ple ages 2 to 49 years who aren’t
pregnant.

Children 6 months through 8
years of age getting vaccinated for
the first time need two doses of flu
vaccine to be fully protected. Par-
ents should check with the child’s
doctor to see if a second dose is
needed.

Flu vaccines are offered in
many locations, including doctors’
offices, clinics, health depart-
ments, pharmacies and college
health centers. Visit http://flu
shot.healthmap.org/ to find the
nearest location where you and
your family can get vaccinated.

For more information about
influenza or the flu vaccine, talk
to your doctor or nurse, visit
www.cdc.gov/flu or call CDC at
800-CDC-INFO.

Facts On Fighting The Flu

Now is a good time to get a flu
shot.

Genghis Khan is credited with
introducing the Chinese makers
of porcelain to the color called
cobalt blue. It’s believed he
brought it back from Persia.




