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(NAPSA)—Americans aremobile-
first, but when driving, your num-
ber one priority should be safety.
While our phones are a source for
information and entertainment, there
is no reason for anyone to manually
text while driving.
That’s the message that 17-

year-old high school senior Claire
Offenberger conveyed in her digital
short public service announcement
that won the CTIA Wireless Foun-
dation 2016 Drive Smart contest.
Ms. Offenberger’s national award
winning video asked, “You wouldn’t
drive blindfolded, why text?”
In addition to winning the

$5,000 grand prize scholarship,
Ms. Offenberger visited Washing-
ton, D.C. and was presented with
the award by U.S. Secretary of
Transportation (DOT) Anthony
Foxx, CTIA Wireless Foundation
President and CTIA President and
CEO Meredith Attwell Baker, and
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administrator Mark Rosekind.
She also met with U.S. Rep. Mimi
Walters (R-CA).
In its second year, the Drive

Smart contest provides educators
with materials to help remind stu-
dents (and adults) to not text while
driving. With hundreds of students
across the country developing cre-
ative anti-texting-while-driving
ads, CTIA Wireless Foundation is
helping educate Americans about
the dangers of distracted driving.
Together with CTIA and its

members, America’s wireless com-
panies support a three-sided
approach to combat distracted
driving—education, technology
and legislation. Through industry-
wide campaigns like Drive Smart
and individual company initia-
tives, Americans know they
should not text while driving.
Technology developments from
device manufacturers, wireless
providers and apps and content
providers include auto-replies to
texts while driving and hands-free
options. CTIA worked with the
DOT, AAA, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of
Police, National Conference of
State Legislatures and other orga-
nizations by drafting model legis-

lation for states that bans manual
texting while driving. CTIA con-
tinues to encourage states across
the country to pass this important
legislation.
While one should never text

while driving, it’s important to
remember that wireless devices
are fundamentally public safety
tools so you can reach first re-
sponders and emergency personnel
when needed. In fact, almost 300
wireless 911 calls are made every
minute in the U.S.
Driver distractions come in

many forms, from passengers to
eating to music. To combat dis-
tracted driving, follow these six
rules:
1. Never manually text and

drive.
2. Know and obey state and

local laws on wireless device
usage wherever you may drive.
3. Learn your wireless device’s

and automobile’s features, such as
voice activation and hands-free
options.
4. Let the person you are

speaking with know you’re driv-
ing; if necessary, suspend the call
in heavy traffic or hazardous
weather conditions.
5. Don’t take notes or look up

phone numbers while driving.
6. Don’t engage in stressful or

emotional conversations that
might divert your attention from
the road.
When you’re behind the wheel,

safety must be your number one
priority. CTIA and its member
companies remind you to never
text while driving.

Learn More
For more facts and tips on tech-

nology and safe driving, visit
www.ctia.org.

Safe Driving Pays: How OneTeenWon $5,000
For A Digital Short Against Distracted Driving

Safety is no accident: Never man-
ually text and drive.

First ZikaVirus Death Reported
West NileVirus—119 Recent Deaths

ProtectYour Home
(NAPSA)—You can help protect

your home from these mosquito-
borne viruses. Zika has been
declared a Public Health Emer-
gency by the WHO. The CDC
reports 426 cases in 44 states,
with the active mosquito season
just starting. Zika and West Nile
will surely cause multiple deaths
this year. Infected mosquitoes are
most active in warm weather,
breeding in standing water.

Action Required
One simple step can reduce

your risk of contracting these
often-fatal diseases: Eliminate all
standing water on your property.

According to the CDC, this is
essential. Empty outside pots, bar-
rels, etc., weekly. Since the CDC
suggests gutters are the leading
source of standing water, you may
want to eliminate this threat com-
pletely. You can replace traditional
gutters with a patented gutter sys-
tem for handling runoff that elimi-
nates standing water. It’s a set of
seven aluminum louvers that turn
the roof runoff into gentle rain-
sized drops spread in a swath
three feet wide away from your
home. Called Rainhandler, it
requires no cleaning or mainte-
nance and eliminates ground ero-
sion. No standing water in gutters
ever again. Get more facts at
www.rainhandlers.com/naps or
call 800-942-3004.

One way to protect against these
viruses is with a system that
eliminates standing water.

(NAPSA)—This year, designers
are seeing a growing trend emerge
among homeowners: bringing their
interior design aesthetic to their out-
door spaces. “Homeowners are look-
ing for ways to let their personali-
ties shine throughout every room in
their homes, including the outdoors,”
says HGTV/diy network star, Jeff
Wilson. “It’s changing the way peo-
ple approach decorating, including
their decks and backyards.”
Here are some tips from the

leader in outdoor wood care pro-
tection and beautification, Thomp-
son’s® WaterSeal.® They can help
you create an outdoor environ-
ment that’s both beautiful and
functional for entertaining family
and friends (or even a party of
one!).
•Bring some natural color

to your backyard. Consider
adding a colorful variety of potted
plants (like geraniums) and green-
ery (like boxwood topiaries) to pro-
vide some privacy and a bit of tex-
ture to border the space.
•Furnish it colorfully and

comfortably. Whether your aes-
thetic lends itself to stone benches
or wooden Adirondack chairs, add
some cushions to make the seat-
ing both comfortable and colorful.
Vibrant accent pillows are a great
way to tie in fabrics and colors
from your home’s interior, creat-
ing one cohesive look.
•Decorate with a light

touch. Hang paper lanterns or
string lights to keep your deck
well-lit at night while creating a
soft ambience for your guests.
•Keep it serene. Bring the

tranquil sounds of water to your
deck with a small, decorative
fountain. Alternatively, consider
hanging a wind chime to create a
relaxing, Zen environment for you
and your visitors.
•Protect and beautify with

confidence. Provide long-lasting,
durable protection for outdoor
wood items against the harmful
effects of tough weather condi-
tions such as intense rain, heavy
snow and harsh sunlight. Four
seasons will take their toll on all
unprotected wood, causing crack-
ing, splitting and rotting. But
there’s an easy, one-step solution
available at your local Lowe’s:

Thompson’s WaterSeal’s new
Signature Series collection of
waterproofing and staining prod-
ucts features highly specialized
formulas for your outdoor wood,
providing outstanding protection
and beautiful results all in one.
Homeowners can select either

the Clear Wood Protector to
enhance the wood’s natural
appearance or a Stain & Sealer to
add beautiful color in three opaci-
ties: Transparent, which adds sub-
tle color and shows the most wood
grain; Semi-Transparent, which
offers moderate color and shows
medium wood grain; and Solid,
which adds the most color and
shows the least amount of wood
grain. You can also choose from
four popular color options: Autumn
Brown, Natural Cedar, Timber
Brown and Honey Gold. They’re
available in Thompson’s WaterSeal
preferred and easy-to-use packag-
ing available at Lowe’s nationwide.
With Thompson’s WaterSeal

Signature Series, homeowners can
devote more time to enjoying their
outdoor space and less time main-
taining it.
Creating the ultimate outdoor

haven starts with a beautiful deck,
personalized deck-cessories and a
party with all your closest family
and friends. Thompson’s WaterSeal
can make this all a reality with their
annual Deck Party of Your Dreams
contest. Head to www.thompsons
waterseal.com/dreamdeck to enter
for a chance to win all this, includ-
ing a deck refurbishment from deck
expert, Jeff Wilson!

Learn More
For further information, project

inspiration and how-to videos, visit
www.thompsonswaterseal.com.

PrepareYour Deck For Outdoor Entertaining Season

Your porch, patio furniture and
fencing can all be decked out in
style with a new way to beautify
and protect them.

***
When I am painting I have a general notion as to what I am about.
I can control the flow of paint: There is no accident.

—Jackson Pollock
***

***
Every good artist paints what he is.

—Jackson Pollock
***

***
Those who do not want to imitate anything, produce nothing.

—Salvador Dali
***

***
The strangeness will wear off and I think we will discover the
deeper meanings in modern art.

—Jackson Pollock
***

***
It’s on the strength of observation and reflection that one finds a
way. So we must dig and delve unceasingly.

—Claude Monet
***

***
What a delightful thing is the conversation of specialists! One
understands absolutely nothing and it’s charming.

—Edgar Degas
***

***
Learn diligence before speedy execution.

—Leonardo da Vinci
***

***
Young people today who prefer the later works of Degas and
Renoir hardly realize how much of its looser character was due
to their failing sight.

—William Rothenstein
***

***
Art is not what you see, but what you make others see.

—Edgar Degas
***

***
Don’t be an art critic, but paint, there lies salvation.

—Paul Cézanne
***

Most tooth loss in people under 35
years of age is caused by athletic
trauma, fights or accidents.

It’s estimated that over 3,000,000
miles of dental floss are pur-
chased in North America each
year.




