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(NAPSA)—While the bonds
that unite families are usually
associated with positive events,
such as weddings or holidays,
those bonds can be more challeng-
ing when entire families are
impacted by a hereditary disease.
Christie Hardin knows this first-
hand. For years, she and more
than 30 members of her extended
family have lived with hereditary
angioedema, or HAE, a rare
genetic disorder that can cause
severe swelling in various body
parts including the hands, feet,
face, gastrointestinal tract and
airway. But now, on-demand
treatments are helping genera-
tions of families affected by HAE
take more control of their lives.

Living with the Disease
“As a child, I could remember

my mother having swelling
attacks in just a matter of min-
utes and my brothers would miss
school due to painful abdominal
swelling that would leave them
both bedridden for days,” recalls
Hardin. “It wasn’t until my teens,
when I started experiencing the
same painful swelling, vomiting,
nausea and limited mobility, that
I understood the severity of
HAE.”

HAE affects an estimated 6,000
to 10,000 people in the United
States, and is caused by a geneti-
cally inherited deficiency of a pro-
tein in the blood called C1-
esterase inhibitor. Symptoms are
often misdiagnosed as allergic
reactions, colitis and appendicitis.
While inaccurate diagnoses result
in prescriptions for ineffective
treatments and unnecessary
exploratory medical procedures, a
single accurate diagnosis can
often lead to answers for an entire
family suffering from the symp-
toms of HAE. Even with an accu-
rate diagnosis, patients like
Hardin struggle to get their fam-
ily members engaged in learning
more about and managing their

condition while seeking appropri-
ate treatment options.

“Education and understanding
are the foundation of managing
any condition,” said Hardin. “As
an advocate for HAE awareness,
I’ve encouraged many patients,
especially my family, to become
their own advocates.”

Treatment Options
On-demand treatment for HAE

can decrease the duration of an
attack from days to less than an
hour, providing patients and their
physicians with the option to
develop an HAE treatment plan
tailored to meet their unique
needs. Hardin—who, after receiv-
ing treatment, encouraged other
family members to work with
their physicians to develop a
treatment plan—credits these
new therapies with giving families
like hers control of their lives
again. Patient assistance pro-
grams ensure that all eligible
patients have access to therapy.

“While HAE is a lifelong condi-
tion, thanks to the availability of
therapies, my entire family can
now live their lives knowing these
attacks are treatable,” said
Hardin.

To learn more, visit www.hae
day.org.

Rare Genetic Disorder Brings Families Together

New treatments are helping fami-
lies that share a hereditary dis-
ease, such as HAE, gain more
control over their lives.

(NAPSA)—A new poll on popular
though sometimes controversial
schooling issues shows that moms
of school-age children are frustrated
with K–12 education’s current course.
Perhaps as a result, they want the
ability to choose where and how their
children are educated outside of pub-
lic schools.

What Moms Want
Vouchers, charter schools and other

“school choice” policies each receive
majority support from mothers of
school-age children in the “Schooling
in America Survey,” a project of the
pro-reform Friedman Foundation for
Educational Choice, conducted by
Braun Research, Inc. Vouchers were
supported by 66 percent of respon-
dents and opposed by 26 percent,
while charter schools were favored
by 63 percent with 25 percent opposed.

“So many moms, who want only
the best for their children, are left
powerless in today’s education sys-
tem,” said Virginia Walden Ford, a
mother whose child received a pri-
vate school scholarship and
attended a charter school. “Moms
are dissatisfied with the lack of
progress in education. That’s why
they’re demanding school choice.”

By nearly a two-to-one margin,
the poll shows that mothers of
school-age children believe K–12
education in the United States is
on the “wrong track,” compared
with those saying it is going in the
“right direction.” And almost eight
out of 10 school moms, or 79 per-
cent, give a “fair” or “poor” rating
to the federal government’s in-
volvement in education.

“More states are realizing that
tying children’s educational oppor-
tunities to their parents’ home
address isn’t working,” Ford said.
“Our kids deserve better than the
status quo.”

What States Are Doing
On the state level, lawmakers

supportive of education reform are
acting to increase the number of
school choice options. In 42 states
and Washington, D.C., 2.3 million
students are attending 6,000 char-
ter schools, according to the
National Alliance for Public Char-
ter Schools. Private school choice
is available in 22 states and Wash-
ington, D.C., serving 1.1 million
students through vouchers and tax
incentives. Recently, Alabama
enacted its first-ever private
school choice programs, while Mis-
sissippi increased the availability
of charter schools.

Where To Learn More
You can find the full “Schooling

in America Survey” online at
www.edchoice.org/SchoolingSurvey
or call (317) 681-0745.

New Poll: Moms Prefer More School Choice

Mothers say they should be the
ones who decide where their kids
go to school—and, increasingly,
state lawmakers agree.

Allergy Answers
(NAPSA)—If you or someone

you care about is among the esti-
mated 40 million Americans who
battle seasonal allergies each
year, you know the condition is
nothing to sneeze at. Fortunately,
there are steps you can take to
minimize your discomfort.

According to the experts at the
National Institutes of Health, the
best treatment is to avoid the
offending allergens altogether.
When that’s not possible, you can
still soothe allergy symptoms,
including the sniffles, watery eyes
and sneezing, with Puffs Ultra
Soft & Strong tissues.

In addition, air purifiers, fil-
ters, humidifiers and air condi-
tioners provide varying degrees of
relief, though none is 100 percent
effective. It also helps to wash
your hands often with soap and
water and try to stay in when the
pollen is at its worst.

Various over-the-counter or
prescription medications can help,
too. See your doctor to determine
which may be best for you.

Learn More
For further facts and tips, visit

When pollen gives you a hard
time, a nice soft tissue can help
you look and feel better.

Gallaudet University was the first
school for the education of the
deaf and hard of hearing in the
world. Since its first commence-
ment in 1869, all of its diplomas
have been signed by the current
U.S. president of the time.

Experts say you’re 20 times
more likely to be struck by light-
ning than to be bitten by a
rattlesnake.

(NAPSA)—Face it: Photo
booths have once again become all
the rage for teenagers and young
adults.

These entertaining spaces are
found in more places than ever,
including restaurants, bars,
movie theaters and malls, as well
as the old standbys, arcades and
amusement parks. They are even
showing up at special events and
weddings.

An Old Idea, New To The
Young

For many young people, it’s the
novelty of a printed photo that’s
the real charm. For most older
Americans, a printed photo is
something they’ve lived with most
of their lives. They hang on the
wall, sit on the desk, and hold a
special place in people’s wallets.
Today’s younger generation, how-
ever, isn’t so familiar with a tangi-
ble print. Some just don’t have the
patience required to download and
print out a photo.

Another reason for the increas-
ing popularity of the photo booth
may be that that’s where people
can get spontaneously goofy,
romantic or serious, whether in-
dividuals, couples or a group of
friends crammed in together.

Photo Sharing
The Modern Way

In a further twist, at some
photo booths you can now combine
hard copy with digital photogra-
phy. Face Place Photo Booths can
even link your snapshot experi-
ence to your social media pages,
with an instant upload of the
photo strip, directly through the
photo booth.

You can get 2x3 multiphoto
strips or full-size 4x6 photos and
share photos directly from the
photo booths by e-mail, Facebook
or Twitter.

Why It Works
An integral part of the photo

booth fun are Mitsubishi Elec-
tric’s dye-sublimation high-speed
printers. They create a high-
quality print everyone can enjoy
in under six seconds, and they
can be in either color or the tra-
ditional black and white. They
also print in different sizes with
a unique roll-type mechanism
that ensures jam-free reliability,
which is required for demanding
photo booth applications.

Learn More
You can find further facts about

this trend and other electronic
innovations at www.mevsa.com, on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
MitsubishiPhotoimaging and on
Twitter at twitter.com/Mitsubishi
Photo.

Old-Fashioned Photo Fun Is New Again

The fun and gratification of an
instant photo are making a come-
back for a new generation.

(NAPSA)—Snap-on, a leading
manufacturer of tools, equipment
and diagnostics for the transporta-
tion, aviation/aerospace and manu-
facturing sectors, has developed cer-
tification programs for students to
receive extra training in certain tech-
nical disciplines. For information,
visit www1.snapon.com/education;
e-mail Frederick Brookhouse at Fred
erick.p.brookhouse@snapon.com; or
visit www.nc3.net.

* * *
The first large, lemon-yellow All-

American Daylily is now available.
For photos and facts on the All-
American Daylily Selection Coun-
cil’s 2013 All-American Daylily win-
ner, Lemonn Vista, or other
varieties, or to find a garden cen-

ter or order online, visit www.all
americandaylilies.com.

* * *
3M Sun Control Window Films

can reduce cooling costs by up to
25 percent while blocking up to 99
percent of harmful UV rays and
without changing the view or the
look of the house. Learn more at
www.3M.com/windowfilms.

* * *
Morocco, under the leadership of

King Mohammed VI, recently deep-
ened its ties in Africa and under-
scored the country’s commitment—
and the king’s personal dedication
—to strong relationships among coun-
tries. It’s believed this strategy can
sow the seeds of economic and social
development.




