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(NAPSA)—While it may come as
a surprise to many, Atlanta Falcons
running back Jason Snelling has
had to struggle against an unseen
foe on his way to becoming a suc-
cess in the National Football League.
Snelling has epilepsy, and when it
comes to waging a successful battle
against the disorder, he is not alone. 

Snelling is one of a growing
number of talented and accom-
plished members of the African-
American community who are in
the public eye and are now talking
about their experiences with
epilepsy. Others include recording
artist and performer Prince and
actor and director Danny Glover. 

Epilepsy is a neurological condi-
tion that from time to time produces
brief disturbances in the normal
electrical functions of the brain.
These recurring disturbances are
called seizures, which can happen
to anyone, anywhere, anytime. 

Snelling was diagnosed with
epilepsy as a teenager, but he
didn’t let it stop him from becom-
ing a standout athlete at the Uni-
versity of Virginia or playing pro-
fessionally for the Falcons. 
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lepsy to educate others and dispel
the myths associated with it. 

“I hope that by sharing my
story, I will encourage more peo-
ple to talk about epilepsy and
those with the condition to take a
more active role with their doctors
to better manage their care,” said
Snelling. “I’m excited about work-
ing with organizations like the
Epilepsy Foundation because they
provide support and information
to help people who have seizures
participate in all life experiences.”

Of special concern for the
Foundation are the challenges
faced by those with epilepsy in the
African-American community.
According to the Foundation,

African-Americans are more likely
to be diagnosed with epilepsy than
Caucasians. Recently, a research
team at the University of Cincin-
nati found that access to special-
ists and to anti-epileptic drugs is
limited within the African-Ameri-
can community. But even more
damaging than a lack of access to
care can be the myths and myster-
ies surrounding epilepsy. A lack of- mi ton e
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pacted by epilepsy contributes to a
fear of exposure and discrimina-
tion for those with the condition. 

To help shed light on epilepsy,
the Foundation, through its affili-
ate network across the country,
offers programs and services rang-
ing from summer camps to legal
services and employment support.
The Epilepsy Foundation also pro-
vides resources to educate first
responders, caregivers, school
nurses, seniors, youths and par-
ents about the condition. As the
largest nonprofit funder of epilepsy
research, the Foundation is help-
ing to increase the number of qual-
ified scientists who are searching
for a cure to the condition. 

Visit www.epilepsyfoundation.org
and knowthedifference.org to
learn more. 

Shedding Light On Epilepsy 

Celebrities, like Atlanta Falcons’
Jason Snelling, are spreading
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define what a person can
accomplish. 

(NAPSA)—If you’re planning
on—or just dreaming about—buy-
ing a house, it may pay to hurry
up. Although interest rates are
currently low, in the not-too-dis-
tant future the costs of financing a
home may be so high many con-
sumers simply will not be able to
afford it. That could happen if a
piece of legislation before the U.S.
Senate comes to fruition, warn
people familiar with the situation.
The financial reform bill

“Restoring American Financial
Stability Act” includes something
called a “risk-retention” provision.
This would require all lenders to
hold at least 10 percent of the
“credit risk” for each loan they
originate and ultimately sell off to
investors. The idea is that this
will prompt lenders to be more
diligent in qualifying clients, as it
forces them to have exposure to
risk in the loans they write.
It’s also believed to mean

lenders will have to have 10 per-
cent of cash on hand for each and
every loan they write.
“While I am sure our elected

officials have good intentions, the
unintended consequences of this
legislation would be staggering,”
said Scott Stern, chairman of the
Community Mortgage Lenders of
America, a national group dedi-
cated to increasing competition
and consumer choice in the mort-
gage industry. “In reality, what
will happen is a mass closing of
small community and regional
lenders, who will simply not be
able to carry the amount of cash
required by the legislation. This
is significant, as local lenders
write nearly 40 percent of all
mortgages.” 

Consider this: If a small com-
munity lender writes $100 million
in loans, after only five years it
will be asked to hold as much as
$50 million in cash reserves—
impossible for most lenders. 
Lenders warn the net result

could be a smaller pool of lenders,
with those who remain forced to
charge significantly higher rates
to cover the cost of risk retention.
“I have to wonder if the govern-

ment is familiar with the lending
process. Lenders already retain
the risk on the loans they write. If
they do not meet the investors’
guidelines, the lender must buy
that loan back,” Stern said.
Many lenders, and consumers,

are watching this one very closely.
You can write your legislators

to  let  them know that you
oppose risk retention and lim-
ited choice at www.house.gov
and www.senate.gov.

Pending Legislation May Make Loans More Expensive 

Congress is currently weighing
legislation that could dramati-
cally impact the cost and avail-
ability of mortgages.

(NAPSA)—To get an accurate
snapshot of America’s camera use,
just think digital.  Seventy-seven
percent of American households
now own a digital camera, accord-
ing to a recent survey by the Con-
sumer Electronics Association.
For more information, visit
www.digitaltips.org.

**  **  **
The Language Flagship program

helps students by partnering with
U.S. colleges and others, changing
how languages are taught.
Students study in the U.S. and at
least one year through Overseas
Flagship Centers in foreign coun-
tries. For more information, see
www.thelanguageflagship.org.

**  **  **
For information on Athlete’s

Relief Fund for Haiti, visit
http://amcharities.org/. For infor-
mation on Sharing Miracles, visit
www.sharingmiracles.com. For
information on how America’s bio-
pharmaceutical research compa-
nies provide Haitian earthquake
relief, visit www.PhRMA.org. For
information on Rx Response, visit
www.RxResponse.org.

**  **  **
According to the CDC, vaccina-

tion is your best defense against
influenza—both the seasonal flu
and the H1N1 strain. To learn
more, visit www.flu.gov, www.
 cdc.gov/flu and www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu 
or call (800) CDC-INFO (800-232-
4636).

**  **  **
When purchasing a new show-

erhead, consider models from the
Anystream line. The fixed and
handheld showers allow even the
most varying spray  preferences to
be satisfied at any water pres-
sure. For more information, visit
www.speakmanshowers.com.

(NAPSA)—If you want to
make a personal commitment to
improve fitness for midlife and
older adults, you can learn how
from the experts at the AARP and
the Lifelong Fitness Alliance.
Contact step@lifelongfitness
 alliance.org or call (650) 361-8282
for more information.

**  **  **
Ninety-eight percent of doctors

support more education for their
patients about medical imaging
and electronic implantable
devices. To help, the National
Council on Aging is hosting a
series of community events where
experts provide information about
medical imaging safety. Learn
more at (202) 479-1200 and
www.ncoa.org. 

**  **  **
Time to Talk CARDIO—Creat-

ing A Real Dialogue In the Office,
is underwritten by Merck & Co.,
Inc. and created to help build bet-
ter conversations between
patients and their doctors, physi-
cian assistants and nurses. Visit
the program’s Web site,
www.timetotalkcardio.com.

Some say the English were the first to seal wine bottles with cork.
However, getting the cork out to get to the wine required a special
tool—the corkscrew.

Eyelashes help to keep dirt out of eyes and eyebrows help to keep
perspiration from running into eyes.

***
I find television to be very edu-
cating. Every time somebody
turns on the set, I go in the other
room and read a book. 

—Groucho Marx
***

***
Television: A medium, so-called
because it is neither rare nor
well done.

—Ernie Kovacs
***

***
Television is an invention that
permits you to be entertained
in your living room by people
you wouldn’t have in your home. 

—David Frost
***

***
Dogs come when they’re called;
cats take a message and get
back to you later.

—Mary Bly
***




