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(NAPSA)—Keeping your car
safely on the road when the
weather gets chilly could depend
on four things: your tires.
It’s a good idea to replace the

all-season tires you may have
with winter-season tires before
the mercury drops below 45 de -
grees. All-season tires are not
really designed for severe cold
weath er. Snow and ice can collect
in treads, and tires lose their
flexibility in temperatures below
45° F. All this affects traction. 
Fortunately, today’s winter-sea-

son tires are much more techno-
logically advanced and safer than
“snow” tires of the past. They are
engineered with chemical com-
pounds made to maintain their
flexibility, which keeps more rub-
ber connected to the road. Winter
tires also have special tread
designs that “bite” into the road to
deliver 25 to 50 percent more trac-
tion than all-season tires.
The more traction and control

you have, the better you’re able to
brake without skidding. The brak-
ing distance of a winter tire can be
as much as 10 percent shorter—
about two car lengths—than that
of all-season tires.
The experts at the largest inde-

pendent tire and wheel retailer in
the U.S., Discount Tire Company,
say it’s best not to mix winter and
all-season tires, especially on wet
or icy roads. Different tires can
create a traction mismatch and
difficult handling. Rather, they
recommend you install four win-
ter-season tires for optimum
safety and handling. 
As with all tires, winter tires

perform best when properly in -
flated. The level should be listed in
your owner’s manual. A 10-degree

drop in temperature causes tires to
lose a pound of air pressure, so in
addition to once-monthly checks,
test your air pressure after frosts.
Check the tires prior to driving for
accurate readings.

Tire Tips
More steps you can take to

drive down your risk of tire trou-
ble include:
• Make sure your tires are

properly balanced and rotated.
This should be done every 5,000 to
8,000 miles or as recommended by
the tire manufacturer.
• Make sure the wheels are

properly aligned.
• Tires should have a mini-

mum tread depth of 1⁄16 of an inch.
Put a penny in the tread upside
down. If you can see Lincoln’s
head, it’s time for new tires. 
• Drive at the speed limit.

High speeds cause higher tire
temperature and extra tire wear.
• When possible, start and

stop your vehicle slowly and decel-
erate around corners. 

Learn More
More tips and facts are at

www.tires.com.

Traction Crucial For Winter Driving

Many drivers believe all-wheel or
four-wheel-drive vehicles don’t
need winter-season tires, but
handling features are only as
good as the traction provided by
the tires that contact the road.

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for small businesses looking for
financing for expansion or mod-
ernization. A particular type of
loan that has played a part in the
Small Business Administration’s
(SBA) community development
efforts is also playing a role in the
Obama administration’s Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
The part of the act that is

administered by the SBA is in -
tended to encourage borrowing
and lending for small business
and start-ups and provide small
businesses with access to capital.
One way the SBA is doing this

is through its 504 Community
Development Loan Program. The
program is a long-term financing
tool for economic development
within a community. It provides
small businesses requiring “brick
and mortar” financing with long-
term, fixed-rate financing to
acquire major fixed assets for
expansion or modernization. 
How Funds May Be Used
Proceeds from 504 loans must

be used for:
• Purchasing land and im -

provements, including existing
buildings, grading, street im -
provements, utilities, parking lots
and landscaping
• Construction of new facilities

or modernizing, renovating or con-
verting existing facilities
• Purchasing long-term ma -

chinery and equipment.
The 504 Program cannot be

used for working capital or inven-
tory, consolidating or repaying
debt or refinancing.

What Is Involved?
Typically, a 504 project includes:
• A first mortgage or lien,

which  is  made by  a  pr ivate
commercial lender for 50 per-
cent of the total project and does
not come with a government
 guarantee 
• A second mortgage or lien,

which is made by a CDC for 40
percent of the total project and
guaranteed fully by the SBA        
• Borrower equity for the

remaining 10 percent of the total
project.
A CDC (Certified Development

Company) is a private, nonprofit
corporation set up to contribute
to the economic development of
its community. CDCs work with
the SBA and private-sector
lenders to provide financing to
small businesses. 

For example, in Portland, Ore.,
Pete Morones, a clinical psycholo-
gist, used a 504 loan, partnering
with the bank and a CDC, to pur-
chase a building for his practice.

Who Is Eligible?
To be eligible for a CDC/504

loan, the business must be oper-
ated for profit and fall within the
size standards set by the SBA. 
Under the 504 Program, the

business qualifies as small if it does
not have a tangible net worth in
excess of $7.5 million and does not
have an average net income in
excess of $2.5 million after taxes for
the preceding two years. Loans
cannot be made to businesses
engaged in speculation or invest-
ment in rental real estate.

504 Loans and the 
Recovery Act

In order to fulfill the act’s objec-
tives of getting credit moving
again and aiding small business,
SBA has eliminated several fees
associated with the agency’s sec-
tion 504 Development Company
Program. 
It will also provide fresh liquid-

ity to the 504 first-mortgage mar-
ket and expand existing long-term
projects by working with CDCs to
refinance and restructure certain
SBA-backed 504 loans.
All these initiatives are consis-

tent with the 2009 Recovery Act’s
mission of helping small business
start, grow and succeed.
To learn more about the role of

the SBA in the Recovery Act, visit
sba.gov or call (800) U-ASK-SBA.
To learn more about the Recovery
Act, visit recovery.gov.

A Development Loan That Can Make A Big Difference For A Small Business

The 504 Community Develop-
ment Loan Program is a long-
term financing tool for economic
development within a community.

Note to Editors: This is the third in a series of 11 articles from the Small Business Administration on Recovery Act ini-
tiatives and how small business can get the help it needs to survive and thrive.
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(NAPSA)—What starts like a
common cold could be a much
more serious illness. Pertussis,
also called whooping cough, is still
a public health concern. In fact,
health experts estimate that up to
600,000 whooping cough cases
occur each year in adults alone.
Many people may not know that a
whooping cough booster vaccine
can help protect adults from
catching the disease and is recom-
mended by both the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the American Academy
of Family Physicians (AAFP) for
adults who have not previously
received the booster vaccine. 

Whooping cough is a highly
contagious respiratory disease
that can cause a persistent, hack-
ing cough. In some cases, cough-
ing may be severe enough to cause
vomiting and even break ribs. The
illness may last for up to three
months or more and can lead to
pneumonia, hospitalization and
missed work or school days. 

Protection against whooping
cough wears off approximately
five to 10 years after completion of
childhood vaccination, leaving
adolescents and adults susceptible
to the disease. The whooping
cough vaccine, also called “Tdap”
vaccine (tetanus, diphtheria, acel-
lular pertussis), is a one-time
booster shot that is recommended
for most adolescents and adults if
they have not been previously vac-
cinated. For adults, it is recom-

mended to replace a single dose of
Td vaccine (tetanus and diphthe-

rieht deviec er yeht fi )sdioxot air
last dose of Td more than 10 years
earlier and they have not previ-
ously received Tdap. According to
the CDC, only 2.1 percent of
adults received a Tdap vaccine
between 2005 and 2007. 

The AAFP has launched “Vacci-
nation Matters: Help Protect
Families from Whooping Cough”
as a public health initiative to
increase awareness of the impor-
tance of whooping cough vaccina-
tion. Ted Epperly, M.D., president
of the AAFP, advises adults to
make sure their shots are up to
date. 

“Adults may think of whooping
cough as a disease of the past, but
outbreaks continue to occur across
the United States. It is important
that adults are vaccinated against
whooping cough, not only for their
own protection, but because

adults and adolescents are often
the source of whooping cough
infection for infants,” said Dr.
Epperly.

People with whooping cough
may not be aware they have it
and can spread it to others, espe-
cially small children. Babies who
have not received all their shots
for whooping cough are especially
vulnerable to complications from
this disease. 

The “Vaccination Matters: Help
Protect Families from Whooping
Cough” program is made possible
through funding and support from
GlaxoSmithKline.

Visit www.FamilyDoctor.org/
VaccinationMatters for more
information. 

One-Time Whooping Cough Booster Shot Recommended for Adults

Doctors say adults need whoop-
ing cough boosters.

•Whooping cough is a highly contagious 
respiratory disease that starts off like a 
cold and can get worse over time.

•Protection against whooping cough 
provided by childhood vaccines wears off 
over time, leaving adults and adolescents 
susceptible to the disease.

•Health experts, including the American 
Academy of Family Physicians, advise 
that adolescents and adults may need a 
one-time booster shot, called Tdap,  
to help protect against three diseases—
whooping cough, tetanus and diphtheria.

•Visit www.FamilyDoctor.org/Vaccination 
Matters for more information.

Samuel Colt—inventor of the Colt revolver, “the gun that won the
West,”—worked on the prototype in his father’s textile plant. Colt
once earned a living touring the country performing laughing gas
demonstrations.

Earl Tupper, of Tupperware fame, is believed to have gotten the
design for Tupperware’s liquid-proof, airtight lids by duplicating the
lid of a paint can.




