
(NAPSA)—Hosting a cookie
swap is a fun and fast way to
enjoy a variety of cookies. To save
more time, bake cookies on cookie
sheets lined with Reynolds Parch­
ment Paper. For details on host­
ing three different cookie swaps,
visit www.reynoldsparchment.com.

** ** **
According to experts at The

Institute of Inspection, Cleaning
and Restoration Certification
(IICRC), restoring old floors and
carpets could help sell a home in a
tough market. To locate an IICRC
Certified Firm in the area, call
(800) 835­4624 or visit
www.CertifiedCleaners.org.

** ** **
Experts at the employee­owned

infrastructure firm HNTB say a
new draft executive order submit­
ted to the president puts the
country’s flood levees at risk and
threatens property values by
allowing FEMA to redraw flood­
plains using unrealistic standards
of safety. Visit www.HNTB.com or

call (972) 661­5626.
** ** **

Lots of cars today, including
the Volkswagen Routan, have lots
of great high­tech features such
as DVD players, USB ports, even
Wi­Fi. For more information on
the Routan or other VW products,
visit www.vw.com.

** ** **
The longest running privately

owned pet food company in the
country, DAD’S, is a business
thriving from buying and sourcing
local. For pet food giveaways, visit
www.dadspetfoods.com or call
(800) 323­7738.
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(NAPSA)—Advances in diagno­
sis and treatment mean more chil­
dren are living longer with cancer
than ever before, with about
270,000 childhood cancer sur­
vivors alive today nationwide.
Despite these advances, cancer
remains the leading cause of
death due to disease among U.S.
children over 1 year of age.
While September is National

Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month, for researchers at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, it is
a year­round mission to research
new ways to help more children
live long, active lives while also
working to better understand the
challenges childhood cancer sur­
vivors face.
“Our goal is to push the cure

rate for all childhood cancers to 90
percent in the next decade. Rapid
advances in science and technol­
ogy, especially at the genetic level,
are going to make that possible,”
said Dr. William E. Evans, St.
Jude director and chief executive
officer. St. Jude is the nation’s
only cancer center focused specifi­
cally on childhood cancer.
This year, cancer will be diag­

nosed in more than 10,000 chil­
dren and adolescents age 14 and
younger. For some, including
those with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia (ALL), the fear of diag­
nosis will be tempered by the op­
timism of cure rates near 90 per­
cent, thanks to researchers at St.
Jude and other institutions
around the world. For other chil­
dren diagnosed with cancer, op­
timism is in shorter supply.
Despite decades of research, cure
rates for some childhood cancers
remain below 50 percent.
St. Jude investigators recently

reported in the New England
Journal of Medicine that they had
reached the critical 10­year cure
rate of 90 percent for patients
with ALL, a cancer of the white
blood cells. This year, ALL will be
diagnosed in about 3,000 U.S.
children, making it the most com­

mon childhood cancer. More tai­
lored chemotherapy linked to the
genetics of the patient and the
patient’s tumor, combined with
more sophisticated monitoring of
the patient’s response to treat­
ment, has been key to the im­
proved survival.
Researchers believe the next

generation of tools to understand,
diagnose and treat cancer will
come from the study of cancer
cells and mapping the human can­
cer genome or blueprint. Techno­
logical advances have enhanced
the speed and reduced the cost of
decoding the genes in a patient’s
cancer cells and comparing them
to the DNA in normal cells. St.
Jude is at the forefront of pedi­
atric cancer genome research,
with a goal to catalog the genetic
changes that give rise to the
uncontrolled cell division that is a
hallmark of all cancers.
In order to better understand

cancer cells, researchers need
access to tissue samples. The
researchers at St. Jude are
uniquely positioned to conduct
this type of research because the
hospital is home to one of the
world’s largest and most complete
repositories of biological informa­
tion about childhood cancer. Col­
lected since the 1970s, St. Jude
has more than 50,000 biological
samples from patients who
agreed to participate. The bank’s

contents include tumor, bone mar­
row, plasma, serum and blood
samples.
As the most common solid

malignancies of childhood, brain
tumors are a leading cause of
cancer death in children.
Improved survival rates in cer­
tain brain tumors like medul­
loblastoma, where patient cure
rates are nearing 75 percent, are
being helped by research at St.
Jude. But similar rates have
been difficult to achieve for other
brain tumors, including gliomas
and some germ cell tumors. By
linking studies of neurodevelop­
ment and clinical investigations
of brain tumors, researchers are
working to translate laboratory
findings into potential new
treatments.
The pediatric Neurobiology and

Brain Tumor Program at St. Jude
is one of the nation’s largest. The
program’s recent efforts include
the integration of genome­wide
gene expression and genetic
microarray profiling to improve
brain tumor classification and
treatment.

“We at St. Jude are never sat­
isfied with where we are,” Evans
said. “When we come to work,
we’re trying to push cure rates
higher and higher.”
For more information about

childhood cancer, go to
www.stjude.org.

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Spotlights Successes
And Challenges Of Childhood Cancer

Researchers are working to translate laboratory findings into poten­
tial new treatments for childhood cancers.

***
Old age is like climbing a mountain. You climb from ledge to ledge.
The higher you get, the more tired and breathless you become,
but your views become more extensive.

—Ingmar Bergman
***

***
It is not the business of government to make men virtuous or reli­
gious or to preserve the fool from the consequences of his own folly.

—Henry George
***

The blue­footed booby is so called because it lands on shops and
often lets itself get caught. Booby comes from “bobo,” Spanish for
“stupid.”

Since 1928, Olympic medals
have featured the same design
on the front: a Greek goddess,
the Olympic Rings, the coliseum
of ancient Athens, a Greek vase,
a horse­drawn chariot, and the
year, number of the Olympiad,
and host city.

***
Each day, and the living of it, has to be a conscious creation in
which discipline and order are relieved with some play and some
pure foolishness.

—May Sarton
***

   
             
           
         
       
         

       
 

     
       

     
   

       
             
         

         
     

     
     

       
       
         

         
     

       
     

       

     
     

       
       
       
         

       
         
 

     
     
         
       
       

         
   

 

   
         
         
       

     
     
     
       

         
         
     
   

         
       

       
         
         

       
     

 
           

           
         
       

         
         
         
       
         

       
     
         
         
         

     
     

         
             
           

         
     
         

         
       
       

       
     
     

       
         
       

         
           
           

       
         

       
       

         
     

     
       
             
 

     
       
       

         
         
       

     
           

         
       

           
           
     
           

         
         

       
       
     
       

       
     

         
           

       
     

       
         

       
     

       

       
       

 
       

     
         
     
       

       
     

         
         
       
         
     
         

     
     

       
     
     

   
     
         

           
     

     
     

     
     

 
           

         
         
         
   
     

     

             
       

               
           

 
       
       

       
         
       
         

     
       
         

     
       

           
       

         
       

         
           

           
       

         
         
         
   

   
         

           
         

             
       
       

         
       

         
       

     
       
         
       

     
         
       

           
       

           
       
     

       
         

         
         

     
         
           
         
           
         
   
       

       
     

   
           
       
       
         
       

         
     
     

           
         

       
       

             
           

         
 

                       
                   
         

 

                       
                         

   

                     
                   

     
       

         
       

         
       

       
   

                         
                   

 
 

More Than Half Of Patients With Dupuytren’s
 
Disease Have Not Received Treatment, Survey Says
 
(NAPSA)—Shaking hands. 

Typing on a keyboard. Grasping 
tools. These are simple, daily 
activities that most people take 
for granted. But for people living 
with Dupuytren’s disease, these 
types of tasks may become very 
challenging over time. 
“I couldn’t wear my wedding 

ring for seven years,” said Karen 
Mercaldo, a Dupuytren’s disease 
patient who was diagnosed in 
1996. “I help my husband in his 
office with bookkeeping and use 
my computer to create flyers and 
invitations for my church groups. 
I often had trouble typing and 
doing the things I needed to do, 
and gave up activities that I had 
always enjoyed, such as knitting 
and playing the piano. You take 
your hands for granted until the 
things you do every day become 
difficult or impossible.” 
Dupuytren’s disease progres­

sively causes one or more fingers 
to slowly bend in toward the palm. 
The condition, which affects 13.5 
to 27 million (3 to 6 percent) of 
adult Caucasians in the United 
States and Europe, is character­
ized by an excessive amount of 
collagen buildup in the hand. 
Over time, Dupuytren’s can be­
come a disabling condition that 
interferes with routine functions 
such as typing, grasping objects 
like a hammer, or driving. The 
cause is unknown and currently 
few treatment options exist. 
Surgery is the current standard of 
treatment for Dupuytren’s disease 
but it can have variable outcomes. 
According to a recent national 

survey of 300 patients with Dupuy­
tren’s disease, over two­thirds (69 
percent) describe themselves as 

This illustration depicts a hand with 
Dupuytren’s disease. 

“coping” with the condition and 
more than half (53 percent) admit 
to not being treated. The patients 
surveyed were required to have 
been diagnosed with Dupuytren’s 
by a health care professional and 
to consent to participate in the sur­
vey. They were also required to 
have at least one symptom or have 
had a surgical treatment to treat 
their symptoms. 
The survey also found that 

unfamiliarity with a range of 
treatment options was common 
among Dupuytren’s patients. 
A new Web site offers resources 

for patients who are unfamiliar 
with Dupuytren’s disease. By vis­
iting the Dealing with Dupuy ­
tren’s Disease Web site at 
www.dealingwithdd.com/info, 
patients can learn more about the 
disease and available treatment 
options, obtain practical guidance 
on how to talk about the condition 
with a doctor, and hear other 
patients’ perspectives on how the 
disease has impacted their lives. 




