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(NAPSA)—At least 150 million
Chinese students are learning
English, while only 30,000 Ameri-
can students are studying Chi-
nese. Clearly, America needs new
approaches in language education. 

One Example
James Fowler, a 2006 Brigham

Young University (BYU) graduate
and Flagship Fellow, is a stellar
example of how The Language
Flagship, a federally funded lan-
guage initiative, is helping stu-
dents create innovative career
avenues in a global economy.
Fowler studied political science in
combination with Chinese while
attending BYU’s Chinese Flagship
Program, then worked at a law
firm in China after studying at
Nanjing University for a semester. 

“After graduation, I was hired
by the U.S. Department of Com-
merce,” said Fowler. “Skills gained
in the program prepared me to
communicate effectively with my
Chinese counterparts during
negotiations I was involved in
between U.S. construction indus-
try leaders and the Chinese Min-
istry of Construction.”

The Program
The Language Flagship pro-

gram helps students become global
professionals by partnering with
more than 20 U.S. colleges, univer-
sities and other partners radically
changing how languages are
taught. Students study in the U.S.
and then enroll in at least one year
of study and internship through
Overseas Flagship Centers in coun-
tries such as Egypt, China, India,
South Korea, Russia and Syria. 

By enrolling students from all
majors and disciplines, Flagship
programs mainstream language
study into a student’s curriculum,
ensuring that they will be capable
of functioning in their profession in

the target language. Students
graduate with superior linguistic
abilities that are comparable to a
native speaker’s.

The program focuses on lan-
guages critical to U.S. competitive-
ness and security including Chi-
nese, Arabic, Hindi, African
languages and Korean. Pilot pro-
grams in three school districts
partnering with The Language
Flagship are contributing to efforts
to increase the number of K-12
graduates entering college with
well-developed language skills.

The Department of Defense,
NASA, KPMG and the U.S.
Department of State are among
the employers who have hired
graduates from the program.
Scholarships, fellowships and
institutional grants are available
each year.

“These groundbreaking pro-
grams are directly addressing the
concerns of government, business
and the general public regarding
America’s ability to compete effec-
tively in the global environment,”
says National Security Education
Program Director Robert Slater. 

Learn More
For more information, see

www.thelanguageflagship.org.

Keeping Our Students Competitive
Learning Languages Key To Global Success

Learning another language can
be good for you and good for
America.

(NAPSA)—NBA player Tyson
Chandler was diagnosed with
exercise-induced asthma in 2004
but the New Orleans Hornets cen-
ter is living proof that the condi-
tion doesn’t have to stop patients
with asthma from working to
achieve their goals. By partnering
with his doctor, Tyson has been
able to keep his asthma under
control so that he can still train
for the basketball season and be
at the top of his game.

Chandler is an ambassador for
the Jr. NBA/Jr. WNBA Skills Chal-
lenge, which is a natiowide compe-
tition for boys and girls aged 9
through 14 that allows them to test
their fundamental basketball skills
through half-court obstacle events
between December 2008 and May
2009. The Skills Challenge not
only aims at generating enthusi-
asm around basketball but also at
helping spread the word about
asthma control through a partner-
ship with Merck & Co. 

“I am really happy to be an
ambassador for the program as
the Skills Challenge not only
helps build basketball participa-
tion but also will help spread the
word about asthma control,”
Chandler said. “As an asthma
patient myself, helping educate
parents of children with asthma is
dear to my heart.” 

As part of the Skills Challenge
events, an educational brochure
about asthma will be available for
parents on-site. More than 700
local competitions will take place
through March 2009, followed by
regional competitions concluding
in mid-April. National finals will
be held in May 2009 in Orlando,
FL., where winners will meet
Tyson Chandler. 

Today, about 6.8 million chil-
dren suffer from asthma. As an
asthma patient himself, Tyson
Chandler hopes that his personal
story will help dispel the myth
that children with asthma must
limit their physical activities.
Recently released asthma guide-
lines from experts actually believe
physical activity, including exer-
cise and sports, should be encour-
aged for children with asthma as
it can help a child stay fit and also
strengthen a child’s breathing
muscles and help the lungs work
better. Parents of children with
asthma should speak with their
doctors to make sure that their
child’s asthma is well controlled
before participating in physical
activity. 

It is important that parents
understand their child’s condition
and continue educating them-
selves on asthma control as there
are many other myths about
asthma such as:

• Myth: No symptoms means
no asthma. 

• Fact: Even if your child does-
n’t have symptoms every day, your
child’s asthma is there every day. 

• Myth: Asthma can hold chil-
dren back.

• Fact: Asthma symptoms
should not keep children from
having fun or enjoying an active
lifestyle. Asthma experts actually
believe physical activity should
be part of a healthy lifestyle for
children with asthma, when
appropriate. 

To learn more about their
child’s condition, parents should
speak with their child’s doctor.
They can also access online
asthma resources, such as
www.ASTHMyths.com, to find out
more about some of the common
myths surrounding asthma. 

“It is important for parents of
children with asthma to continue
educating themselves on asthma
control so that they can learn to
better track their child’s symp-
toms and triggers and share this
important information with their
child’s doctor. An ongoing dialogue
with your child’s doctor is a criti-
cal way to help maintain control
over the condition. When properly
controlled, asthma should not
limit your child’s activity, includ-
ing playing sports like basket-
ball,” said Dr. El-Dahr, Chief of
Pediatric Immunology, Allergy
and Rheumatology at Tulane Uni-
versity Health Sciences Center in
New Orleans, LA.

Tyson Chandler hopes that his
story will inspire others like him
to keep their asthma under con-
trol in order to continue working
toward achieving their dreams.
Children and their parents can
visit www.NBA.com/jrnba to find
out more about the Skills Chal-
lenge and download an applica-
tion to enroll in their local Skills
Challenge event.

NBA Star Tyson Chandler Dunks Myths about Asthma While Challenging
the Nation’s Youth at the Jr. NBA/Jr. WNBA Basketball Skills Challenge 

(NAPSA)—According to the
National Center for Education
Statistics, about 18.3 million stu-
dents are enrolled at U.S. two-
and four-year institutions—and
many of them will soon be moving
back home.

Penske Truck Rental, a socially
conscious company that received
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s highest rating and Smart-
Way certification, offers these help-
ful tips to make the move go
smoothly: 

• Truck Selection. Most col-
lege students choose the 12- or 16-
foot truck for moving out of a col-
lege residence or off-campus
apartment.

• Reserve Early. Reserve the
truck and any moving accessories
at least two weeks in. 

• Pack Smart. Bring only
what you really need. Load the
heaviest items on the truck first.
To avoid injury, always bend your
knees and lift with your legs. 

• Use Accessories. Boxes,
packing tape, bubble wrap, mov-
ing blankets and hand trucks are
essential moving tools.

• Safety & Security. Trucks
are taller, wider and heavier than
standard consumer vehicles. Drive
slower and take extra precautions.

When traveling, park in well-lit
areas and padlock the rear door.
Penske offers 24/7 emergency
roadside assistance and optional
protection plans.

Finally, with most belongings
packed tightly away, create a
travel bag for moving day to keep
important paperwork, credit
cards, identification, change of
clothes, drinks and snacks close at
hand. 

Additional moving tips can be
found at www.GoPenske.com.

Moving Your College Student Home

Moving home from school can be
simpler for students who learn a
few lessons from the experts.

(NAPSA)—North Carolina’s
Crystal Coast offers 85 miles of
beach in six locations—from the
undeveloped Cape Lookout
National Seashore to crowd-
pleasing Emerald Isle—plus 15
attractions all for under $10 (if
not free). For more information,
call (800) 786-6962 or visit
www.crystalcoastnc.org.

**  **  **
CertainTeed’s line of Cedar-

Boards Insulated Siding is
molded from real cedar boards for
a truly authentic wood look.
Because its exterior is actually
vinyl siding, however, it’s a low-
maintenance product that never
needs painting. For more informa-
tion, visit www.certainteed.com.

**  **  **
Bayer Advanced™ 12-Month

Tree & Shrub Protect & Feed
(bayeradvanced.com) kills shrub-
eating insects such as aphids,
Japanese beetles, leafminers and
other listed pests and prevents
new infestations for up to a year. 

**  **  **
Constant Contact, Inc., a pro -

vider of email marketing and
online survey tools, offers numer-
ous ways for small businesses to
improve communications, boost
customer loyalty and attract new

and repeat business. To learn
more, visit www.constantcont
 act.com.

**  **  **
A free guide demonstrates how

to select and prepare the cuts of
fresh beef, pork, lamb and veal
available in today’s meat case.
Called “Consumer’s Guide to the
Meat Case,” it’s available from
the American Meat Institute at
www.meatmattersinfo.org.

**  **  **
CPO, or “certified preowned,”

cars, trucks or SUVs typically
have an extended warranty and
have had a comprehensive, multi-
point inspection. AutoTrader.com
provides access to national inven-
tories of CPO vehicles and lets
users compare the differences
between warranties and certifica-
tion processes.

The metal instrument used in
shoe stores to measure feet is
called the Brannock Device.

A month that starts on a Sun-
day will have a Friday the 13th in
it.




