FALTH UPDAT

Study Shows Better Treatment For Hepatitis C Sufferers

(NAPSA)—There’s an exciting
new development in the battle
against hepatitis C—a blood-borne
virus that affects almost three mil-
lion Americans. A new study pub-
lished in the New England Journal
of Medicine reports that combina-
tion therapy of ribavirin with a
once-weekly form of interferon
called PEGASYS® (pegylated inter-
feron alfa-2a) is better tolerated
and more effective in treating
hepatitis C patients than standard
interferon combination therapy
taken three times per week.

Hepatitis C is a serious disease
that is complicated to treat. There
are about six different types of
hepatitis C in the United States,
and approximately 70 percent of
hepatitis C patients are infected
with the most common and diffi-
cult form of the virus to treat,
known as genotype 1. This new
study, however, shows that pa-
tients who are infected with geno-
type 1 had a significant increase
in response with the combination
therapy of PEGASYS.

“Sixty-five percent of patients in
the study were infected with
hepatitis C genotype 1, the most
prevalent genotype we see here in
the United States, and typically
hardest to treat,” said study author
Dr. Michael Fried, Director of Clin-
ical Hepatology at the University
of North Carolina Chapel Hill
School of Medicine. “This is the
most significant research we’ve
found that suggests these patients
might benefit by taking Pegasys in
combination with ribavirin.”

The study was also the first
published in which a pegylated
interferon combination therapy
was found to have a lower occur-
rence of side effects such as
depression and flu-like symptoms
(chills, headache, fever) compared
to standard interferon and rib-
avirin therapy. The most common
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side effects seen in the Pegasys
trials have included flu-like symp-
toms, injection site reactions, par-
tial alopecia, or hair loss, abdomi-
nal pain, depression, irritability,
insomnia, dizziness and loss of
appetite.

“The side effects of therapy can
be very challenging for patients,”
said Dr. Fried. “The study shows
an approach that can enable
patients to have a better response
to therapy without increases in
some of the most common and dif-
ficult-to-tolerate side effects asso-
ciated with hepatitis C therapy.”

The study also found that
patient response to Pegasys com-
bination therapy is predictable.
This means patients who re-
sponded to treatment after only
three months had a higher likeli-
hood of clearing the virus from
their blood at the end of the year-
long therapy. This information can
be used to encourage patients to
remain on therapy. On the other
hand, patients who did not
respond at the three-month mark
were very unlikely to clear the
virus. For these patients, alterna-
tive options for managing their
hepatitis C could be explored with
their doctor.





