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(NAPSA)—Here’s good news,
for a change, about education in
America. Since its inception in
1975, the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act (IDEA) has
given millions of children with
disabilities access to education
and the opportunity to achieve
their potential. In the past 10
years, the number of students
with disabilities who graduate
from high school has increased
more than 30 percent while the
number of students with special
needs going into postsecondary
education has doubled. 

More than half the students
with disabilities who enroll in
postsecondary education stay with
it, according to a 1994 analysis by
the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. Students with disabilities
who have a bachelor’s degree are
doing almost as well in the job
market as those who are not dis-
abled, 67 percent to 73 percent,
respectively. Special education has
achieved these gains despite
chronic underfunding and the
resulting lack of resources and
qualified teachers.

When the IDEA was passed,
Congress authorized the federal
government to pay 40 percent of
each state’s “excess costs” of edu-
cating children with disabilities.
To date, however, the highest fed-
eral contribution to state and local
special education programs has
been only 17 percent.

Full funding for IDEA is essen-
tial, says the Council for Excep-
tional Children (CEC). 

“Congress’s breach of promise
hurts our nation’s most vulnerable
children,” says Deb Ziegler, CEC’s
executive director of public policy.

“Many children with disabilities
do not have the materials and
resources they need to reach their
full potential.”

In addition, communities and
states have been forced to pay a
higher proportion of special educa-
tion costs. This has resulted in
budget strains in states and dis-
tricts and, in some cases, pitted the
parents of students in general edu-
cation against those of children
with disabilities. 

Congress should enact legisla-
tion that guarantees the federal
government will pay 40 percent of
special education costs within six
years and make IDEA funding
mandatory. With full funding,
children with disabilities will
have an even better chance to
achieve the success they deserve.

For more information, visit
www.cec.sped.org.

Special Education: An Underfunded Success 

$17,800,000,000

$8,600,000,000

IDEA Funding For FY 2002

Funds Approved
for FY 2002

Funds Promised
for FY 2002

FULL FUNDING for special
education by the federal govern-
ment is needed to help ease the
strains of communities now
forced to pay a higher proportion
of special education costs.

Helping Single Parents
by Rich Weiss

(NAPSA)—Help often comes
when you need it most and expect
it least. 

When my wife told me she
wanted to end our marriage, the
news hit me very much by surprise. 

I became sick both emotionally
and physically. I couldn’t deal
with the notion that after nine
years of marriage, five of which
included kids, I would have to
leave my family. 

A few months after the separa-
tion, a friend suggested I contact a
group called Parents Without Part-
ners, Inc. (PWP). Reluctantly, I
took his advice.

It turns out joining PWP was
the best decision I ever made. The
members I met made me feel com-
fortable and right at home. Many of
those people were in the same situ-
ation as me and could relate to my
feelings. 

Also, I could hardly believe how
many events were planned. Not
only were dances, parent educa-
tional and social functions sched-
uled, but there were also many
activities geared toward the chil-
dren of PWP members.

I  recommend PWP to  any
parent who has become single
through separation, divorce, death
of a spouse or simply never mar-
ried. For more information, visit
the Web site www.parentswithout
partners.org.

• Mr. Weiss was president of the
Greater Northeast Chapter of
PWP. He is now married and no
longer a single parent.

There are ways single parents
can find friendship and support.

(NAPSA)—For many patients
with severely degenerated joints,
total knee replacement surgery is
the only option—but until re-
cently, the replacement resulted
in limitations of its own. 

Fortunately, new technology in
knee replacement offers promis-
ing results. For example, the
ADVANCE ® Medial-Pivot Knee
from Wright Medical Technology,
Arlington, Tenn., provides more
normal bending, and restores sta-
bility thanks to a patented “ball
in socket” joint design. More than
80 percent of patients surveyed
noted an improvement in move-
ment and more rapid recovery
versus traditional knee replace-
ment products.

Traditionally, the two primary
outcomes of total knee replace-
ment have been restored function
and pain relief. In some cases, the
replacement knee functioned very
differently than the original joint.

The patented design of the
ADVANCE ® Medial-Pivot Knee
mimics the body’s natural ability
to  twist  and bend the knee,
more closely simulating natural
movement. 

Ten surgeons performed bilat-
eral total knee surgery on
patients on whom an ADVANCE®

Medial-Pivot Knee was im-
planted on one side, after a tradi-
tional total knee design had been
implanted in the other. When
later surveyed, the majority of
patients preferred the ADVANCE
Medial-Pivot Total Knee, saying
that it provided more stability,
easier, more natural motion and
that they experienced a quicker
rehabilitation.

The knee, a complex joint that
allows for simple motion, is one of
the most active parts of our
anatomy. Problems begin when the
protective layer of the bone, the
cartilage, begins to degenerate,

causing pain when performing rou-
tine activities, such as walking.

When determining whether or
not to have knee surgery, Wright
Medical Technology recommends
discussing these factors with your
physician:

• The degree to which your
physician believes a total knee
replacement can improve knee
function.

• Whether your age and physi-
cal condition (other than the knee)
makes you a good candidate for a
successful surgery.

• The likelihood that the joint
will need to be replaced again at a
later date, based on your age and
activity level.

Once you’ve made those deter-
minations with your physician,
ask about the availability of the
ADVANCE® Medial-Pivot Knee.
Patients or their families are
encouraged to visit www.wmt.
com/patients/knee for further
information.

New Knee Replacement Winning Patient Approval 

More than 80 percent of
patients surveyed preferred a
new modern knee design to a
more traditional knee replace-
ment product.

(NAPSA)—Wanting their four-
legged friends to share in the holi-
day experience, many pet lovers
like to play “Santa Paws” and
bring home gifts for their canine
companions. But what do you get
for the dog that has everything?

Fortunately, there are plenty of
festive and wholesome options,
courtesy of a leading manufac-
turer of gourmet dog treats. These
distinctively wrapped gift pack-
ages, offered exclusively by Old
Mother Hubbard, will have tails
a-wagging this holiday season.

As with all of Old Mother Hub-
bard’s dog treats, the holiday gift
packs feature treats made with
100 percent human grade ingredi-
ents, oven-baked to enrich and
preserve the nutrients while
enhancing the natural aromas
and flavors. These fun, tasty and
healthy treats will ensure your
furry friend will have a doggone
good holiday season.

New for holiday season 2002:
Love, Hope, Peace and Joy sin-

gle-serve jumbo treats gives your
best buddy a fun and tasty snack
to go along with a meaningful and
heartfelt holiday message. Fabu-
lous featured tastes include win-
termint, banana bread, ginger-
bread and eggnog flavors.

The handsome Holiday Gift
Bag, an elegant gold organza
offering filled with a convenient
pre-wrapped eight-ounce Chicken
Cookie Pouch and one P-Nuttier®

Jumbo Bone, is an ideal present
for the well-to-do pooch. 

The Holiday Friends 4 Pack
features four of the popular Faith-
ful Friends® treats in a reusable

suitcase design. These popular
treats represent your dog’s
favorite friends—a teddy bear, a
postman, a fire hydrant and a
doghouse.

Want to say I love you in a big
way? The Holiday Gift Bone, a
giant pre-wrapped dog bone filled
with an assortment of individual
bite sized treats, will keep your
dog happy into the New Year.

Old Mother Hubbard has been
a leading baker of high-quality
dog biscuits and treats for decades
and to celebrate their 75th year,
Old Mother Hubbard has added a
collectible Holiday Tin to this
years holiday offerings. This one-
of-a-kind offering is filled with
peanut butter flavored Mini-
Friend Cookies—a treat that will
delight your canine. 

These fine treats are available
nationwide; to learn more, call
800-225-0904, or visit www.omh
pet.com.

Holiday Gifts For Dogs

Your best canine friend may
appreciate healthy treats this
holiday season.

(NAPSA)—When preparing for
the cold and flu season, experts
suggest stocking your medicine cab-
inet with medications from the fol-
lowing categories: pain relief (aceta-
minophen, ibuprofen and aspirin);
allergy and sinus relief (antihist-
amine, decongestant, pain reliever);
cold and flu relief (antitussive and
expectorant); digestive health (anti-
diarrheal), anti-gas, antacid, and
acid reducer; and nighttime prod-
ucts (sleep aids). For consumers
who have children, it is important
to have the appropriate strength
of children’s medicine. For more
information about medicine cabi-
net essentials, visit www.mymed-
cab.com or talk to your pharmacist.

Research indicates that supple-
mental L-Carnitine is a helpful
part of weight-management pro-
grams. In addition, for sports
enthusiasts and especially “week-
end warriors,” supplemental L-
Carnitine can be invaluable. Indi-
viduals with a heart condition or
a family history of heart disease
may want to consider supplemen-
tation with L-Carnitine. Health
food stores, pharmacies and
supermarkets throughout the
U.S. carry L-Carnitine supple-
ments, which generally contain in
the range of 50 to 500 milligrams
L-Carnitine. Conditionally essen-
tial nutrients, including L-Carni-
tine may offer the next clues to
maintaining health. For more
information about L-Carnitine,

visit the human nutrition center
at www.carnitine.com.

At just about any holiday cele-
bration, food is the main ingredi-
ent of a delightful gathering.
Sure, there are the old favorites—
the Easter ham, corned beef and
cabbage for St. Patrick’s Day,
etc.—but when you’ve got people
coming to share in the festivities,
why not put together a complete
holiday feast? Creating such an
extravaganza is a lot easier than
you may think, especially when
you’ve got the support of a leading
home and family magazine and,
what’s more, an online holiday
preparation tool. Now available
on the Better Homes and Gardens
Web site bhg.com, Celebrate! is a
section that offers time-saving
tips, secrets, recipes and more to
help you plan the perfect holiday
affair—from Halloween until New
Year’s—and beyond.

Archeologists believe pottery
was invented about 12,000 years
ago.

The gentoo penguin can swim
at speeds up to 17 miles per
hour.




