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(NAPSA)—If you’re shopping for
a new home, beginning the process
can be overwhelming. Where to
start can be daunting, but just
remember that the first address to
visit should start with “www.”
That’s the advice from Realtors

who say that between online
resources like innovative Web
sites, virtual open houses, and
social networking sites, homebuy-
ers can do a lot of legwork before
leaving the house. The experts at
Century 21 Real Estate LLC offer
these tips that can help define
perspective and parameters for
your new home search as well as
provide important information
about the marketplace.

Go To The Source
You should try checking the

national real estate Web sites like
www.Century21.com. With innova-
tive tools like the interactive map,
searching for a new home can be
easier, more specific and realistic
than ever before. Instead of imme-
diately jumping into the car with a
map, use this tool to experience
what you would on the road from
the comfort of your own home.
Other search categories include
neighborhood, price range, type of
home or the desired number of
bedrooms or bathrooms. Listings
generally provide room measure-
ments, amenities and pictures.
There are also features that

enable you to learn about neigh-
borhoods, calculate affordability
metrics or potential mortgage pay-
ments and find an agent in the
area. Additionally, the CENTURY
21® Web site offers educational tips
on buying a home whether you are
a first time buyer or have been
through the process before. There
is an option to have new listings in
a specific area sent straight to your
inbox. The company even has its
own channel on YouTube (www.you
tube.com/century21) where home-
owners can post their own videos
so that shoppers can view virtual
open houses.

Go Local
If you’re considering moving

neighborhoods, check out commu-
nity Web sites for localized infor-
mation like Zillow, Trulia, Yahoo!
and Google to see what people
think of the area. You can usually
search the sites by ZIP code, so
type in a ZIP and contact a few
members who you come across.
You might also search the Web

for neighborhood groups in the
area and attend a meeting or look
for online community bulletin
boards where you can post a few
questions. Many local papers have
Web sites with community blogs
as well. They can be a great place
to get a feel for what residents
think of area schools, social life,
services and more.

Work With An Agent
While the Web can make

searching for a home less taxing,
experts say it’s still important to
work with a well-qualified real
estate professional. The right
agent can help you in all phases of
your home search. They under-
stand the local area and can help
negotiate an optimal price. Espe-
cially in changing market condi-
tions, turning to a real estate
agent will give the expert support
and advice necessary throughout
the entire process and will answer
the questions you don’t know to
ask. Doing research online will
provide the background knowl-
edge to help define your search,
but there is no substitute for
expert advice.

Doing Homework Online Can Save Time And Energy

The Web has a number of re-
sources that can make shopping
for a house easier.

(NAPSA)—When Bonnie Con-
way began to experience vision loss
due to an eye disease known as wet
age-related macular degeneration,
or wet AMD, she worried that she
might have to leave her job. As Bor-
ough Manager of her local commu-
nity, Conway relies heavily on her
sight to complete her bookkeeping,
filing and letter writing duties.
More than 15 million American

seniors live with some form of
AMD, a leading cause of blindness
in people over 60. There are two
forms of AMD, dry and wet. While
all cases begin as the dry form, it
is the wet form that accounts for
about 90 percent of all AMD-
related blindness.
Wet AMD can result in sudden

and severe loss of a person’s cen-
tral vision, and can worsen
rapidly without treatment. Like
many of the 1.7 million people
with the advanced form of the dis-
ease, Conway had difficulty read-
ing and the faces of her friends
and loved ones became blurry.
“I was a big reader. The most

frustrating thing for me was los-
ing the ability to read without a
magnifying glass,” said Conway. “I
started to accept that my wet
AMD would eventually get so bad
that I’d have to give up my job.”
But in August of 2006, Con-

way’s eye doctor, a retina special-
ist, began treating her with
monthly injections of Lucentis®
(ranibizumab injection), which is
approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration for the treat-
ment of wet AMD. Since starting
treatment, Conway’s vision has
improved from 20/80 to 20/40 on
the eye chart.

“Bonnie was one of the first
patients in our practice to receive
Lucentis, and because she’s con-
tinued to come for treatment
every month, her vision has
improved and she’s been able to
continue her normal activities,”
said Dr. Miguel Busquets of Asso-
ciates in Ophthalmology.
In clinical studies of Lucentis,

nearly all patients (90 percent)
treated once a month maintained
their vision for up to two years.
About 40 percent of patients’ vision
actually improved by three lines or
more on the study eye chart at two
years, though a few patients have
experienced some vision loss.
Because AMD advances so

quickly, and can cause sudden and
irreversible loss of vision, early
diagnosis and treatment are criti-
cal. The National Eye Institute
recommends that people aged 60
or older schedule eye exams every
two years, and anyone who notices
changes in vision should receive
an eye exam right away.
Lucentis is a prescription med-

ication given by injection into the
eye. Lucentis has been associated

with detached retina and serious
eye infection and should not be
used in patients who have an
infection in or around the eye.
Increases in eye pressure have
been seen within one hour of an
injection. Although uncommon,
conditions associated with eye-
and non-eye-related blood clots
(arterial thromboembolic events)
may occur. Serious side effects
included inflammation inside the
eye and, rarely, effects related to
the injection procedure such as
cataract. The most common non-
eye-related side effects were nose
and throat infection, headache,
and respiratory and urinary tract
infections. The most common eye-
related side effects were the feel-
ing that something is in your eye,
and increased tears.
If your eye becomes red, sensi-

tive to light, painful or has a
change in vision, you should seek
immediate care from your eye
doctor.
For full prescribing informa-

tion, talk to your doctor or call
866-LUCENTIS (866-582-3684) or
visit www.LUCENTIS.com.

Seniors Fight Age-Related Eye DiseaseWith BreakthroughTreatment

These images depict the impact age-related macular degeneration
may have on a person’s central vision.

(NAPSA)—Throughout history,
people have sought ways to honor
lost loved ones. People who lose a
loved one often find solace in
attending memorial services
where they can share their grief—
as well as stories and experi-
ences—with fellow mourners.
Today, however, an increasing

number of people are also finding
fellowship and emotional comfort
on the Internet, where online
memorials are proving a popular
new way to commemorate and
remember those who have passed.
While travel time and costs can

make it difficult for everyone to
attend a funeral service, online
memorials enable survivors to
honor their loved ones in com-
pletely customized, highly per-
sonal ways and to share these
legacies instantly with friends and
family around the world.
Borrowing from the interactive

appeal of social networking sites
such as MySpace and Facebook,
Web-based memorialization por-
tals such as Legacy.com enable
users to combine biographical
information with cherished pho-
tographs, and even video and audio
clips, in unique ways to honor and

remember those who have passed.
Such sites allow visitors to log

condolences, thoughts and memo-
ries into online Guest Books.
The sites provide a place where

people going through one of life’s
most difficult experiences can
come to celebrate the lives of their
loved ones, share their thoughts,
find comfort and begin to heal.

Toward that end, some sites
feature a rich assortment of
expert advice from leading educa-
tors, authors, grief counselors and
psychologists on topics related to

grief and loss.
Visitors can also share experi-

ences or seek and offer support
through community discussions
and message boards.
Other features of the top online

memorialization sites include:
• Searchable obituaries en-

abling people to find news of lost
loved ones via online databases of
recorded deaths.
• Customized e-mail alerts

that automatically notify users of
the deaths of former friends, col-
leagues and associates.
• Links to funeral home Web

sites, charities and organizations
where visitors can easily make
memorial donations.
• Celebrity tributes including

timely information about the
deaths of movie and TV stars,
public officials, and business, phil-
anthropic and civic leaders.
• Special memorials honoring

the lives of those lost during
events that affected the entire
country, such as the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, 9/11 and the
tragic shootings at Virginia Tech
and Northern Illinois University.
For more information, visit

www.Legacy.com.

Keeping Loved Ones’ Legacies Alive

Online memorials offer highly
personal ways to honor loved
ones and share legacies with
friends and family.

(NAPSA)—A new Web site—
www.RealParentsRealAnswers.
com—has been launched to help
parents be fully prepared to keep
their kids from smoking. The site
contains tips and success stories.

**  **  **
Paper recycling is turning a

page in the newspaper business.
This means fewer trees are
needed. And now, thanks to a new
technique by Voith, less water is
used to separate the ink from old
papers. To learn more, visit the
Web site at www.voithpaper.com.

**  **  **
Sheikh Mohammed—ruler of

Dubai, UAE—is renowned for his
respect and support of women’s
rights. He has continually encour-
aged women in governmental
departments and started the Inte-
laq Project, which provides incen-
tives and other benefits for
women who work at home.

**  **  **
The U-ACT Champion Program

challenges students to institute in-
school programs that create caring
communities and inspire them to
be kind to one another. It’s based
on the core values of its sponsor,
Red Robin. For more information,

visit www.redrobin.com and click
on the U-ACT home page banner.

**  **  **
According to recent studies,

antioxidants in strawberries may
help prevent the growth of oral,
colon and prostate cancers.
Strawberries have also been
proven to aid in the communica-
tion of brain cells by reducing
oxidative stress and inflamma-
tion. For information about Cali-
fornia strawberries, visit
www.calstrawberry.com.

**  **  **
Developed by Farr Labs and

made with proven ingredients,
All-Liper-OL has been carefully
formulated to provide an effective
heart-healthy effect with less
potential side effects than “statin”
drugs. To learn more, call (877)
284-3976 or visit www.far rla
 bs.com.




