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Choosing Electronics
(NAPSA)—You’ve probably

seen the shiny new phones and
tiny computers that fit in your
hand. But how do you really know
which technology products you
need and which will be obsolete in
a few months? 

A growing number of consu-
mers—nearly six out of every ten
American households according to
a recent survey—are turning to the
Internet to get this information.

One popular technology prod-
uct comparison site,  CNET,
www.cnet.com, helps everyone
from the gadget guru to non-tech-
nical consumer find the right
high-tech product at the right
price. 

CNET offers 360-degree photos,
expert product reviews, full price
listings, links to similar products,
and prices and availability from a
comprehensive set of online stores. 

CNET also recently introduced
ValueWatch, a patent-pending tool
that generates a 1-10 value rating
by comparing the features and
current prices of competing prod-
ucts. For instance, if you are plan-
ning to purchase a digital camera,
ValueWatch will tell you if that
camera has an excellent, good,
average, below average or poor
value, compared to other similar
products on the market.

CNET is widely regarded as
the most comprehensive resource
for in-depth information and
expert buying advice on tech prod-
ucts. The reviews can be found at
www.cnet.com. If you’re looking
for great deals on items other
than technology, check out
www.mysimon.com.

CNET.com’s expert reviews help
simplify shopping for tech products.

(NAPSA)—Talk
show hostess and
three-time Emmy
nominated actress
Kelly Ripa re-
cently hosted the
2002 Angel Soft
Angels in Action
Awards in Los
Angeles at The El
Capitan Theatre.
The event honored
10 ordinary kids
who have earned
an extraordinary
title through self-
less dedication to
their communities,
a charity or cause. 

The awards ceremony in Los
Angeles was the culmination of a
year-long search for kids who
demonstrate a whole-hearted com-
mitment to helping others. 

From creating their own non-
profit organizations, to taking lead-
ership roles in their communities
and schools, the following winners
were selected for their exemplary
acts of service: 

• Zach Ebers, 16, St. Louis—
Zach created his own cereal drive
program, “Breakfast Bonanza.”

• Jodie Leyfert, 10, Pottstown,
Pa.—Jodie created “Hospital Hugs”
to comfort children during their
stay in emergency rooms.

• Clayton Lillard, 13, San Anto-
nio—Clayton and his “Backyard
Crew” rebuild old and discarded
bikes for children of inmates.

• Lorraine Mercado, 11, New
York—Lorraine volunteered more
than 340 hours of her time sewing
sleeping bags for the homeless and
serving hot meals in soup kitchens.

• Shane Saunders, 10, Wildo-
mar, Calif.—Shane volunteers
daily to assist students with
developmental delays and ortho-

pedic challenges.
• Chanel Suares, 15, Long

Beach, Calif.—Chanel’s “Sharing
Caring Giving” program donates
blankets to children in hospitals
and shelters.

• Erin Rosen-Watson, 15, Nat-
ick, Mass.—Erin has two organiza-
tions: Afghan’s Plus and the Essen-
tial Care Packet Project.

• Matthew Westmoreland, 15,
Atlanta—Matt’s annual “Adopt-a-
Child” program provides hundreds
of dollars and gifts for children in
group homes.

• Lauren Wilbourn, 14, Law-
renceville, Ga.—Lauren recruited
her own “Kidz-for-a-Kure” team
to benefit the American Cancer
Society.  

• Craig Wolsten, 13, East
Brunswick, N.J.—Craig created
“The Happy Birthday Foundation,”
which provides birthday parties to
children in homeless shelters.

The Angel Soft Angels in Action
Awards Program debuted in 2000
and has awarded $150,000 to
junior philanthropists for outstand-
ing deeds that benefit a community,
charity or cause. For more informa-
tion visit www.angelsoft.com.

Ten Young “Angels” Have New Wings

Kelly Ripa recognized national Angel Soft Angels in
Action winners at red carpet ceremony in Los Angeles.

(NAPSA)—If you suspect that
you’ve become a victim of identity
theft, you should immediately call
your financial institutions, the
Social Security administration
and the three credit bureaus,
which will place a “Fraud Alert”
on your file. You can reach the
bureaus at: Equifax, call (800)-
525-6285 and write: P.O. Box
740241, Atlanta, GA 30374-0241;
Experian, call  (888)-397-3742
and write: P.O. Box 949, Allen, TX
75013-0949; TransUnion (800)-
680-7289 and write: Fraud Victim
Assistance Division, P.O. Box
6790, Fullerton, CA 92834.

The top five Christmas gifts in
2002 are the Mo-Rad 1500 Elec-
tric Scooter, the Bomb Factory
Flowboard, the Old Fashioned
Sno-Cone maker, the Micro-Cam
3-in-1 Digital Camera/Keychain
and the MTV Singing Machine
Karaoke w/Video Camera. All of
these gifts can be found at a mer-
chant that guarantees on-time
holiday delivery—even if you
order as late as 10:00 a.m. Cen-
tral Standard Time on December
23rd. You can order these gifts
through the JCPenney Christmas
Catalog and the JCPenney Web
site. To order, please call 800-544-
1251 or visit www.JCPenney.com.

No matter what your age, now
is a good time to reassess finan-
cial assets, making sure your
retirement portfolio is positioned
for best returns. Meanwhile, with
corporate fraud and bankrupted
retirement plans seemingly com-
monplace, it is critical to check

that your 401(k)s, Employee
Stock Option Plans (ESOPs), pen-
sion plans and profit-sharing
plans are being managed to pro-
tect your interests, according to
Sutkowski & Rhoads, one of the
country’s few law firms specializ-
ing in ERISA, the legislation that
governs private pension plan
management. To learn how
ERISA laws can help you reclaim
lost assets and protect existing
ones, visit www.erisalawfirm.
com.

Dr. Joan Steitz, a Yale Univer-
sity professor, has worked to cre-
ate equal access to the sciences
and a friendlier work environment
for the young women who may be
following behind her. Last year
she instituted an annual prize to
honor graduating seniors in her
department, using the prize
monies received as a L’OREAL-
UNESCO for Women in Science
(FWIS) Laureate. It’s thought her
efforts could help shatter the glass
ceiling that many feel has pre-
vented some major scientific—and
social—breakthroughs. For more
information visit www.forwom
eninscience.com.

(NAPSA)—A National Eye
Institute study revealed the
treatment of a condition called
ocular hypertension (OH) reduces
the later development of glau-
coma by half. However, a new
survey found Americans know
very little about OH. 

Anywhere from three to six
million people in the U.S. are
thought to be suffering from OH—
a symptomless condition in which
the pressure of the fluid inside the
eye reaches above normal levels.
That can put a person at greater
risk of developing glaucoma—one
of the leading causes of vision loss
in the U.S.

A study conducted by an inde-
pendent research organization on
behalf of Santen Inc.—manufac-
turers of a common OH medication
known as Betimol® (timolol oph-
thalmic solution) 0.25%, 0.5%—
found only 27 percent of Ameri-
cans have heard of OH and only
seven percent of those who know
about OH are aware that it has no
symptoms. In addition, only 29
percent of the group at increased
risk of developing OH—those aged
40 and over—are aware of the con-
dition and only 19 percent know
they should be routinely checked
for it.

“Since ocular hypertension is
usually not associated with symp-
toms, most individuals with the
condition are unaware they have a
problem,” says Dr. Kuldev Singh,
Director of Glaucoma Services at
Stanford University School of
Medicine. “That’s why individuals
aged 40 and older should see their
eye doctors for annual exams to
determine if OH is present and
whether treatment is needed to
decrease the risk of developing
glaucoma.”

The National Eye Institute
study examined patients with
elevated eye pressure but no
signs of glaucoma. Half were
assigned daily eyedrops, and the

other half were assigned to obser-
vation (no medication). In the
medication group, treatment
reduced eye pressure by approxi-
mately 20 percent.

A variety of treatment ap-
proaches for OH, including a cat-
egory known as beta-blockers,
were used in the NEI study. A
class of medicines frequently
used for lowering blood pressure
in heart patients, beta-blockers
in eyedrop form like Betimol
have been the most commonly
used medicines for treatment of
OH for 20 years. They work by
decreasing the rate of ocular fluid
production, thereby lowering
intraocular pressure.

As with any pharmaceutical
product, Betimol cannot be used
by all patients, especially those
with certain lung diseases and
heart problems, and can cause
certain side effects including
temporary burning and stinging
of the eye. Be sure to discuss the
proper use of Betimol as well as
its potential side effects with
your physician before using this
product. 

For more information on the
treatment of OH consult your
healthcare provider or Santen at
1-877-7-SANTEN.

Opening Your Eyes To A Common Vision Problem

People over age 40 should be
regularly screened for ocular
hypertension—a condition that’s
often a precursor to glaucoma.

by William R. Hawkins
(NAPSA)—America’s wealth

makes it a target. The halls of in-
ternational conferences, whether
at the United Nations, the World
Trade Organization or elsewhere,
are filled with the familiar refrain
of self-righteous delegates from
failed states and guilt-ridden
Western intellectuals complaining
about America’s success. With only
five percent of the world’s popula-
tion, the U.S. produces more than
25 percent of the world’s output.
America has held this lead posi-
tion in the world economy for over
a century. 

By 1900, America’s captains of
industry had turned the country
east of the Mississippi River into
the world’s manufacturing hub. At
the same time, cattle kings and
prairie farmers had turned the
lands west of the “Big Muddy” into
the world’s largest breadbasket. 

The rest of the world could
learn to do the same, but other
governments would prefer the
shortcut of shifting industry from
the U.S. to developing countries.
The most effective tool for income
redistribution is “free trade,” which
is why it is the first priority at both
the U.N. and the W.T.O. Under its
banner, transnational corporations
will be encouraged to move more
factories out of the U.S. to “more
deserving” lands overseas. 

This approach sees the world
as a zero-sum game, where the
only way for one people to gain is
to take wealth away from other
people. It is not a view conducive

to peace. Indeed, it would very
much approximate the “state of
nature” described by Thomas
Hobbes in the 17th century as “a
war of all against all.” There is
already a growing literature about
potential conflicts over water, oil
and arable land, but in the mod-
ern world it is technology and
industry which determine who
will have the weapons needed to
prevail in such conflicts. 

If the future of the world is to
be one of endless struggle over the
distribution of wealth, then the
United States cannot afford to let
its manufacturing power base be
further diminished by predatory
“free trade.” 

Whether the redistribution of
America’s wealth is orchestrated
by international organizations or
transnational corporations, it
must be resisted by U.S. leaders
whose duty is to protect the pros-
perity and security of the Ameri-
can people. 

• William R. Hawkins is Senior
Fellow at the U.S. Business and
Industry Council in Washington,
D.C. 

Redistribution:Trade And Conflict

***
Wit is the salt of conversation,
not the food.

—William Hazlitt
***

***
To play is to yield oneself to a
kind of magic.

—Hugo Rabner
***

***
Nothing is interesting if you’re
not interested.

—Helen MacInness
***




