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(NAPSA)—If you want to show
your American spirit, you’re not
alone. For many, patriotism has
reached a new high in America
and displaying an American flag
has become a way to demonstrate
solidarity in the face of adversity.

Today, Old Glory is displayed in
more places and made of more mate-
rials than ever before. The stars and
stripes are woven into clothing and
linens, painted on buildings and
shown in store windows. American
flag lapel pins are not uncommon
and some people wave the flag from
their car antennas. 

Many have also found giving
an American flag to be a way to
show support—for the country
and its many fallen heroes. For
example, a Corian fabricator
called Evans & Paul in College
Point, New York has produced and
presented over 200 flags to New
York City emergency departments
that lost members responding to
the September 11 attacks. 

The effort began after Evans &
Paul sent a flag made of Corian to
DuPont, the producer of Corian, in
response to the DuPont $5 million
donation for immediate Septem-
ber 11 relief efforts, as well as the
education of orphaned children of
emergency responders. The posi-
tive reaction to the flag (which
still hangs in the DuPont Dela-
ware headquarters) convinced
Evans & Paul to make more for
New York City emergency person-
nel. The recipients have welcomed
the gesture.

“It’s nice to know that people
appreciate us and what we’re
doing,” says Firefighter Scott R.
Holowach of the donated flags.

“The flag will be part of a display
at the front end of the firehouse,
along with the posters, plaques
and other items we’ve gotten.”

At their finished size of about
30-by-18-inches, the flags are a
relatively small example of Evans
& Paul’s workmanship. The busi-
ness has used Corian in such
large-scale New York City projects
as bathroom vanities and parti-
tions for the Schubert Theater,
Rockefeller Center, Liberty Sci-
ence Center and other buildings. 

Corian is an acrylic-based solid
surface material that’s easy to
maintain and resists damage. The
material’s versatility and design
flexibility let Evans & Paul create
the vivid colors of the flag. 

“The red is the key,” notes Tim
Traynor of material distributor
Dolan & Traynor. “Only Corian
comes in a solid red. This is a
material that is only limited by
your imagination.”

For more information call
1-800-4-CORIAN or visit the Web
site www.corian.com.

Old Glory, New Material

Mike Taglienti, Jeff Evans and
Tim Traynor collaborate to pro-
duce U.S. flags of Corian. Evans
and Taglienti’s company donates
the labor and Traynor’s donates
the material.

Protecting Children’s Eyes 
(NAPSA)—Many parents pro-

tect their children’s skin from
harmful UV rays by using sun-
block. Many forget, however, to
protect children’s eyes from the
damaging rays of the sun.

A recent study conducted by
the Vision Council of America
found nearly half of parents (45.9
percent) reported it’s “seldom”
their children wear sunglasses
with 100 percent UV protection,
or that their kids “never” do.

The statistics are alarming
because studies show extended
exposure to UV rays can lead to
an increased risk for cataracts
and macular degeneration. This
risk is even higher for children
because the lenses in their eyes do
not block as much UV light as do
adults’, and because they tend to
spend a lot of time outside. 

Some young people may not
protect their eyes because they
simply don’t think of it. Others
may not be encouraged to. For
example, a number of schools
have banned the wearing of sun-
glasses because of fears stemming
from gang-related clothing.

Doctors say the best way to
protect young people’s eyes from
the sun is to buy them sunglasses
with 100 percent UV protection.
Doing so may spare them prob-
lems later in life.

For more information, visit
www.checkyearly.com.

Children should protect their
eyes from the sun by wearing
sunglasses with 100 percent UV
protection.

(NAPSA)—Millions of Americans
have made providing for their fam-
ilies their primary responsibility.
For many, that includes functioning
as a wage earner and insuring them-
selves, in the event of their own
untimely death.

As a result, life insurance has
become an important part of many
people’s financial plans designed
to protect their families. But do
surviving family members know
what to do with that life insur-
ance when they need it most? 

“Preparing for Tomorrow” helps
educate policyholders on what
they can do now, and what loved
ones can do later, to expedite the
payment of death benefits.

“Our goal is to help our clients
prepare for tomorrow,” says
Vivian Banta of Prudential Finan-
cial, Inc., whose company Web site
offers tips to life insurance con-
sumers and their families. “We
want individuals to address
important insurance issues some
people may not consider.”

Some of the tips offered to help
prepare loved ones include:

• Making sure all the benefi-
ciary designations are up to date
and on file with your insurer. Fail-
ure to do so can slow down the
benefits claim process and may
even force your insurer to make
the payment to your estate or to
someone other than whom you
intended. Life events, such as
marriage, birth, adoption or death

may necessitate a beneficiary
change. 

• Informing the insurance
company of any changes in mari-
tal status. In some cases, state
law may require reclassifying
your beneficiaries. 

• Understanding your own
insurance portfolio and sharing
coverage summaries with selected
loved ones.

“Preparing for Tomorrow” rec-
ommends that at a time of loss,
loved ones:

• Ask the insurer if there are
any policies covering the deceased
beyond what have been identified.

• Contact the individual’s
employer to see if there are any
group policies.

• Contact the Social Security
Administration for benefits that
may be payable.

• Consult the individual ’s
checkbook and bank statements
for payments made to insurance
companies if you can’t find policy
documentation and don’t know
which company to contact.

• Contact the individual’s finan-
cial representative or adviser.

For more information, visit
Prudential’s publications library
at www.prudential.com.

Planning For Your Family’s Future
“It is important to create a

summary of your life insurance
benefits and communicate

your information with selected
loved ones.”

(NAPSA)—When the M/V Well-
wood, a 122-meter Cypriot-regis-
tered freighter ran aground in the
Florida Keys in 1984, it crushed
5,805 square meters of living corals
and over 75,000 square meters of
reef habitat. 

Fortunately, the serious dam-
age caused by the crash is now
being restored at the Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary, which
protects 2,896 square nautical
miles of critical marine habitat,
including coral reef. 

The crash occurred at the
Molasses Reef and Ecological
Sanctuary Preservation Area,
which contains some of the most
aesthetically valuable and heavily
visited reefs in the continental
United States. It is part of the
Florida Reef Tract, the third
largest barrier reef system in the
world. Coral reefs support over 25
percent of all known marine
species, and are home to over
4,000 different species of fish, 700
species of coral and thousands of
other plants and animals.

When the ship ran aground, it
scraped a track 20 meters wide
and six meters deep. Subsequent
hurricanes following the ground-
ing created even more wear on the
reef, which can be compared to
small craters.

The current project repairs the
damage with the restoration of 14
separate craters. Twenty-two
dome-shaped reef modules and
surface dressing rocks were placed
at the damaged sites.

Harold Hudson, a biologist for
the Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary, also known as “the reef
doctor,” developed and built the

modules to fill in craters caused
by the ship grounding. 

Made of cement and limestone,
the reef modules can help restore a
complex marine community depen-
dent on limestone structures. 

Coral reefs existing today began
growing as early as 50 million
years ago. 

Built by a spineless animal
known as the coral polyps, coral
reefs can be described as bustling
cities of marine organisms. 

These underwater environments
cover less than one percent of the
ocean floor but support an esti-
mated 25 percent of all marine life.

When coral reefs are damaged,
the marine life that depends on
them is endangered.

The sanctuary was congres-
sionally designated in 1990 and is
now managed by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration and the state of Florida.

For more information on the
restoration of this reef, visit
www.restorereef.nos.noaa.gov.

NOAA Restores Ancient And Vital Resource

Harold Hudson, an NOAA biol-
ogist at the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary has developed
and built 22 modules to place in
craters found in the sanctuary’s
coral reef.

(NAPSA)—Today’s concepts of
work and leisure are being
reshaped to make home and fam-
ily the center of American life. To
spend more time with loved ones
and establish independence on the
job front, individuals across the
country are striving for a “cus-
tomized life,” with individual
blends of work, leisure and family
time. Today’s technological
advances and flexible work
arrangements make this lifestyle
more accessible.  

High-tech developments like
wireless home networks, video
and Web conferencing, hand-held
PC’s and cell phones, make it
practical to work outside the
office. In fact, one-third of all
homes accommodate a home
office, and the ranks of telework-
ers rose by 17 percent in the past
year alone, according to a recent
survey by the International Tele-
work Association and Council.

“Today’s home office is one of
the keys to the family-focused,
custom-designed life,” says Susan
Dountas, vice president of mer-
chandising for Sauder Woodwork-
ing. “This space makes it possible
to welcome the outside world, but
in the comfort, privacy and secu-
rity of the home.”

Expanding the definition of a
home office has paved the way for
professional-level furnishings and
technology to enter the home,
explains Dountas. Changing atti-
tudes also have encouraged furni-
ture designers to carefully con-
sider the functions of today’s home
office furnishings.  

Computer carts, computer
armoires and corner workstations
are scaled to make the customized
life a reality for space-challenged

homes. Sauder ’s Cottage Home
computer armoire, with a fold-
away chair that stores inside the
cabinet, creates a self-sufficient—
and space-efficient—home office.
Ample work surface, generous
storage and ergonomic details,
such as an adjustable chair seat
and keyboard tray, fit today’s busi-
ness needs. The flexible design
helps ease the transition to family
time.  

Sauder makes the personalized
home office more accessible with a
free space-planning service for its
new Adaptech line. Qualified space
planners help consumers to analyze
work needs and develop a custom-
fit, professional-level work environ-
ment. The contemporary Adaptech
line of modular furnishings is
designed for easy reconfiguration,
as office needs change. Versatile
components—including cubicles,
open workspaces and peninsulas—
provide limitless opportunities for
comfortable, productive work areas
that fit nearly any floor plan.

“A viable home office is essen-
tial to achieving a customized
life,” Dountas says. “Today’s
home-oriented consumers are
demanding versatile furnishings
that support their family-centered
work arrangements.” 

Reclaiming The Home For Work And Family Time

The U.S. used to have more
than 70 different time zones. In
1883, a system of four time zones
was adopted to make railroad
schedules easier to follow.

At 870° Fahrenheit, Venus has
the hottest average surface tem-
perature of any planet in the
solar system. The coldest aver-
age surface temperature is that
of Pluto (-370° Fahrenheit).




