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(NAPSA)—While redecorating
a home often requires large invest-
ments of time and money, there
are some investments that will
significantly increase the value of
your home without a lot of hassle.
One simple fix is replacing worn
carpets with hardwood flooring.
Not only will you benefit from the
long-lasting advantages of beauty
and easy maintenance, you will
also find that investing in quality
wood floors can increase the value
of your home significantly.

Long Lifecycle
According to the experts at

Bruce hardwood floors, properly
cared-for quality wood flooring
will last the lifetime of your home
with little upkeep. When you con-
sider carpet must be replaced
every six or seven years whereas
hardwood lasts the life of the
home, the lifecycle cost of hard-
wood is really quite low.

Caring for your hardwood floor
is as simple as vacuuming the
floor to pick up dirt and particles
and wiping away spills. 

“One of the greatest advantages
to having hardwood floors as
opposed to carpet is that smooth
surfaces like wood do not harbor
dust mites and other allergens like
thicker, denser floor coverings,”
said Mike Lyons, product manager
for Bruce hardwood floors. 

“With today’s technology, hard-
wood floors are stronger than ever
and spills are easy to clean. Fac-
tory-finished urethane floors are
durable and don’t require the rou-
tine sanding and refinishing previ-
ously associated with hardwoods.”

Resale Value
Not only will remodeling your

home with wood flooring ease the
maintenance of your home, it will
add value to what is most likely
your biggest asset—your house. A

survey of realtors conducted by
the National Wood Flooring Asso-
ciation found that 90 percent of
real estate agents find that wood
floors in good condition influence
how a house sells. The study fur-
ther found that homes with hard-
wood floors bring higher prices
and sell faster. More than 80 per-
cent of those surveyed said that
hardwood floors were attractive to
buyers for their beauty as well as
their image of quality.

“More and more, families are
beginning to realize that wood
flooring is a practical choice and
wise investment. Buyers are look-
ing for homes that are versatile
and can adapt to their decorating
taste, and are durable enough to
handle the everyday traffic of
their families,” said Lyons.

Hardwood floors can add beauty
to any décor, are easy to maintain
and durable enough to withstand
busy families. Investing in wood
flooring can be wise for the present
and good planning for the future.
The value-added difference can
continue to benefit your family for
the lifetime of your home.

Quality Wood Flooring:
A Value-Added Difference
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Factory-finished hardwood
floors are easy to maintain and
increase the value of your home.

Seniors Need Regular
Eye Exams

(NAPSA)—Regular eye exams
can help seniors avoid many of
the conditions that cause vision
problems. 

A number of visual distur-
bances can occur over time, often
without symptoms. Seniors who
have regular eye exams frequently
will then be able to catch such
potential problems before they
become untreatable. That’s why
it’s important for older people to
see an eye doctor, even when there
seems to be nothing wrong with
their sight.

Conditions such as cataracts,
for example, cause a progressive
and painless loss of vision. Simi-
larly, glaucoma, the second-lead-
ing cause of blindness in the U.S.,
has symptoms that can be difficult
to recognize without an eye exam.
Both conditions can respond bet-
ter to treatment when diagnosed
early.

Also, more “common” disorders
that affect seniors can cause
major problems if left unchecked.
Taking medication, for instance,
can become lethal if a label is mis-
read as a result of undiagnosed
hyperopia (far sightedness).

For a free brochure and “One
Minute Sight-Saver Risk Test” call
1-800-424-8422, ext. 45 and ask
for item CYA.

Regular eye exams can help
seniors catch a number of vision
conditions in their early—and
more treatable—stages.

(NAPSA)—While writing
checks is as much a part of life as
tying one’s shoes, check writing
can tie people down for hours as
they pay their bills. In fact, in the
year 2000 alone, Americans wrote
more than 68 billion checks.

Looking to save some time?
With the increasing access to the
Internet, people are now finding
that paying bills can take only
minutes. The Internet is trans-
forming the way bills are paid as
more companies are offering an
option to pay them online.

The U.S. Postal Service pro-
vides Americans with the ability
to pay and receive bills online at
www.usps.com. Three new fea-
tures to USPS Payment Services
have further simplified the online
bill-paying process, providing con-
sumers even more streamlined
and secure online bill payment
solutions.

These new features provide a
wide range of personal finance
solutions from the Postal Service:

• Pay@Delivery—This fea-
ture makes access to traditional
Postal services easier and more
convenient by combining elec-
tronic payments with Priority
Mail and Delivery Confirmation
services. Sellers at online auc-
tions can, for example, print out
the buyer ’s address label with
Delivery Confirmation barcodes
from their personal computers
and drop off the package at any of
over 38,000 post offices. Buyers at
online auctions can send their
money to the seller online and
have the money released electron-
ically when the mail carrier deliv-
ers the package and scans the
Delivery Confirmation barcode.

• Send Money—This person-
to-person payment option allows
customers to send money securely
to anyone with a checking-enabled
account and an e-mail address.
Like Pay@Delivery, individuals
selling merchandise online can

place the logo and link on their
Web sites to offer convenient and
secure payment and delivery
options to their customers.

• USPS Electronic Postmark
—Combining tamper detection with
a time and date seal applied by the
Postal Service, the Electronic
Postmark verification provides
trusted, third-party proof of when
a payment was initiated. Every pay-
ment transaction processed through
USPS eBillPay, Pay@Delivery, and
Send Money will be postmarked—
when they are created and sent,
when they are changed and when
they are canceled.

In addition to moving money
electronically, the USPS eBillPay
service allows payments to be
made to businesses not yet
equipped to receive electronic pay-
ments by issuing paper checks
sent via First-Class Mail.

The United States Postal Ser-
vice has provided this country
with over 226 years of trusted,
secure and universal mail delivery
service. Handling approximately
46 percent of the world’s cards
and letters, the Postal Service
delivers more than 200 billion
pieces of mail each year to 134
million residential and business
addresses. The Postal Service Web
site—www.usps.com—is one of the
most heavily visited government
sites, averaging over seven million
visits per month.

United States Postal Service Upgrades 
Online Bill Payment Service

(NAPSA)—Your nose knows
more than you might imagine.
Savoring a fragrant scent can be
a powerful and scent-sual experi-
ence—transporting you to another
place, another time and a better
mood.

Pleasant smells can make you
feel happier and more carefree.
They can improve your mood,
reduce stress, increase energy lev-
els, and help you relax or fall asleep
more easily.

Today, you can enjoy the linger-
ing effects of the relaxing aromas
longer because many products are
available in similar scents.
Brands such as Suave® offer
shampoos, conditioners and body
washes in corresponding fra-
grance-filled scents. Antiperspi-
rants like Suave® Naturals™ Invis-
ible Solid in Pacific Breeze
fragrance can help bring to mind
precious memories, while simulta-
neously providing dryness protec-
tion without leaving messy, white
residue on skin.

Did you know that most people
can recall an event several months
old twice as easily if aroma is
involved, compared to a visual rec-
ollection? In fact, memories are
much stronger when they’re linked
to scent rather than sight. As time

goes by, scent memory stays sharp
while visual memory fades.

According to anthropologists,
fragrance has played an important
role throughout history. For the
Greeks, fragrance was believed to
be used as a connection to the gods,
while the Romans perfumed their
bodies for seduction. Scent enjoyed
success in the 17th century when
perfume was applied daily to cloth-
ing, fans and furniture.

Today, scent remains even
more popular, one of the most fra-
grant pleasures of everyday life.

Making Sense Of Scents

Fragrance helps create and
revive precious memories.

(NAPSA)—The sound of a toilet
refilling over and over again can
be annoying—especially in the
middle of the night. Fortunately
there are easy ways to tell your
noisy toilet to put a lid on it.

According to Flu-
idmaster ’s Professor
Flush, a toilet fill
valve that mysteri-
ously turns itself on
and off (without
being triggered by a
flush) indicates one

of three possible problems—all
with simple solutions:

1. Problem: The toilet’s tank
ball or flapper is worn, dirty or
misaligned with the flush valve
seat, or the seat itself is so cor-
roded the stopper will not seal
properly. This creates a leak that
lowers the water level, causing the
valve to turn on and refill the tank.

Solution: Clean the tank ball
and drain the seat thoroughly. If
the leak persists, replace the worn
tank ball or flapper.

2. Problem: The fill valve’s
refill tube extends too far down
the overflow pipe. This creates a
siphoning action into the overflow
pipe, lowering the tank’s water
level and causing the valve to turn
on and refill the tank.

Solution: Make certain the
refill tube is attached to the top of
the overflow pipe with an angle
adapter. (See illustration.)

3. Problem: The overflow
pipe/flush valve is so corroded it
creates leaks that lower the tank’s
water level, causing the valve to

turn on and refill tank.
Solution: Replace the entire

overflow pipe/flush assembly.
For more help trouble-shooting

your toilet, visit the Web site
www.fluidmaster.com.

Quieting A Noisy Toilet

Professor
Flush

***
Well-timed silence hath more
eloquence than speech.

—Martin Farquhar Tupper
***

***
A good book is the best of
friends, the same today and
forever.

—Martin Farquhar Tupper
***

***
’Tis not what man does which
exalts him, but what man would
do!

—Robert Browning
***

***
Genius is more often found in
a cracked pot than in a whole
one.

—E.B. White
***

***
Do I contradict  myself? Very
well then, I contradict myself.

—Walt Whitman
***


