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(NAPSA)—There’s encourag-
ing news for the millions of
Americans who at some point
may be affected by life-threaten-
ing heart failure: A new type of
cardiac support system is
expected to significantly improve
the treatment of the condition. 

Heart failure is a progressive
condition that involves the heart
reshaping, or “remodeling,” into a
less effective blood pump. This
occurs after the heart has been
damaged by any disease or condi-
tion that puts extra stress on the
heart’s muscle or deprives it of
blood. High blood pressure, coro-
nary artery disease and heart
attacks are typical causes. 

According to the American
Heart Association, 550,000 new
cases of heart failure are diag-
nosed annually in the U.S., with
direct and indirect costs esti-
mated at $29 billion in 2006. 

Heart of the Matter 
The MYO-VAD™, developed by

MYOTECH LLC and being com-
mercialized by Biophan Technolo-
gies, Inc. (Biophan is the exclu-
sive distributor of the MYO-VAD
and is acquiring a majority inter-
est in MYOTECH), is based on
Direct Mechanical Ventricular
Actuation technology. It consists
of a flexible polymer “cup” that
fits around the heart, coupled to
a drive unit, which pumps the
heart to restore blood flow.  

The MYO-VAD can be implanted
on an arrested or weak heart in
approximately three minutes,
restoring cardiac output. This has
the potential to save many thou-
sands of lives when the standard
of care fails to recover a patient’s
circulation, which accounts for
over half the cases of sudden car-
diac arrests that occur in hospi-
tals today. The MYO-VAD can also
help patients who do survive a

heart attack to recover.  
By not coming into direct con-

tact with circulating blood, the
MYO-VAD promises to provide sub-
stantial advantages over all other
available cardiac support devices
by eliminating potentially fatal
problems, including clotting/stroke,
bleeding and infection. 

Investigators believe that
rapid MYO-VAD intervention can
limit damage to the heart and
other organs, which typically
occurs during a heart attack. By
reducing myocardial stress, the
device promises to stop the pro-
gression of events that often lead
to longer-term heart failure.  

With anticipated lower rates of
patient complications, lower device
cost, and the potential of the prod-
uct to be available at every hospi-
tal, the MYO-VAD is expected to
provide a significant reduction in
the cost of treating heart failure
patients, enabling physicians to
improve the outcomes of patients
experiencing heart failure and
help save thousands of lives. To
learn more about the device, visit
www.biophan.com. 

New Form Of Treatment For Heart Failure

A new cardiac support system
offers increased hope for people
with heart failure.

(NAPSA)—Parents can protect
their youngsters from a surprising
danger. Every day, 300 young chil-
dren with burn injuries are taken
to emergency rooms. They haven’t
even been near a flame. The chil-
dren are victims of scalds. 

Scald burns (caused by hot liq-
uids, steam or foods) are the most
common burn injury among chil-
dren age 4 and younger. U.S. hos-
pitals treat an estimated 16,000
children under 5 for scalds a year,
according to the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission. Mortality
rates from scalds are highest for
children under age 4.

While the injuries and the num-
bers are distressing, even more dis-
turbing is that many of these
burns could have been prevented.

That’s why Shriners Hospitals
for Children, a network of 22 pedi-
atric specialty hospitals in the
U.S., Canada and Mexico, and
members of Shriners of North
America, the fraternity that sup-
ports the hospitals, emphasize
“Heat. It Doesn’t Take Flames to
Burn” in an intense national cam-
paign that highlights the impor-
tance of learning about scald
injuries and keeping children safe.

How Scalds Happen
Ninety-five percent of scalds

occur in residences. Scald burns are
typically related to ordinary activi-
ties—bathing, cooking and eating—
and often happen to children
because of a lapse in adult supervi-
sion or a lack of protective mea-
sures. Youngsters may not under-
stand or even be aware of potential
dangers of hot liquids (especially

water) and foods; they simply trust
adults to keep them safe. 

In addition, young children
have thinner skin that burns
more quickly than adults’. People
of all ages can be burned in 30
seconds by a flowing liquid that is
130° F; at 140° F, it takes only five
seconds; at 160° F, it only takes
one second. For children under 5,
these temperatures can cause a
burn in half the time. 

Preventing Scalds 
According to the National Safe

Kids Campaign, most scalds occur
while bathing. Continuous super-
vision of young children is the
most important factor in prevent-
ing tap-water scald injuries, but
there are additional simple pre-
ventive measures that can be
taken. These include lowering the
temperature settings on water
heaters to 120° F or less and
installing anti-scald devices on
water faucets and showerheads.
When bathing a child, fill the
bathtub with cold water first. Mix
in warmer water carefully and
place the child away from the
faucet. The bathwater tempera-
ture should be about 100° F. Test
the water temperature by moving

a hand rapidly through the water.
If the water feels hot to an adult,
it is too hot for a child. 

Some tips to prevent scalds in
the kitchen include testing heated
food and liquids before serving
children and keeping young chil-
dren away from cooking and sink
areas when in use. Also, be aware
that toddlers can pull on table-
cloths and appliance cords, spilling
hot items on themselves, so it’s
important to keep foods and liq-
uids away from the edges of count-
ers and tables. Another safety tip
is to avoid using area rugs in the
kitchen. They can contribute to
falls and, secondarily, scalds. 

Recognized as leaders in pedi-
atric burn care, Shriners Hospi-
tals operates three hospitals
specifically dedicated to treating
children with burn injuries. These
hospitals are in Boston, Cincin-
nati and Galveston, Texas. A
fourth facility, in Sacramento,
Calif., specializes in burn injuries
and orthopaedic conditions.
Because of strides made in both
research and clinical care since
these hospitals first opened, a
burned child’s chance of survival
has more than doubled.

Children up to age 18 with
burn injuries of all degrees,
orthopaedic conditions, spinal
cord injuries and cleft lip and
palate are eligible for admission
and receive all care at no charge—
regardless of financial need or
relationship to a Shriner.

For more information about
Shriners Hospitals for Children,
visit www.shrinershq.org.

Shriners Hospitals For Children Say Save Kids From Scalds

Scald burns are typi-
cally related to ordinary
activities—bathing, cook-
ing and eating—and often

happen to children
because of a lapse in adult

supervision or a lack of
protective measures. 

Editor’s Note: Although Burn Awareness Week occurs in February every year and Feb. 4-10, 2007, this article can be helpful to your readers at any time.
�

(NAPSA)—Internet access and
the ability to reach anyone, any-
where, via phone, e-mail or excit-
ing new technologies such as video
mail is something many of us take
for granted nowadays. 

But some experts say a critical
resource that helps ensure these
modern conveniences are available
to—and affordable for—Americans
is under attack, and consumers
could suffer as a result. 

In the early days of telephony,
Congress recognized that univer-
sal access to communications ser-
vices would be vital to the nation’s
growth and prosperity. It estab-
lished a policy of “universal ser-
vice,” which ensured the availabil-
ity of comparable telephone
service at comparable prices for
all Americans. The Universal Ser-
vice Fund (USF) was created to
help make this a reality. 

USF support enables phone
companies to build and maintain
the infrastructure needed to con-
nect all Americans to the network.
Analysts say it’s the main reason
why, today, 94 percent of Ameri-
can households receive telephone
service. USF is also why every-
one’s phone service costs about the
same—whether you live on a
remote farm or in a high-rise
apartment building in a bustling
urban metropolis. In addition, the
fund helps keep businesses, orga-
nizations and schools connected,
and that helps create jobs, raise
the tax base and drive local
economies across the country. 

Congress and the Federal Com-
munications Commission continue
to focus on updating the nation’s
communications laws. Some are
calling for the elimination or
reduction of USF support—a move

many say would result in skyrock-
eting telephone bills and threaten
the quality of communications ser-
vice to rural communities. 

But regardless of how they
say it should change, most people
in Washington agree that the
universal service program needs
to be updated. While the USF
has accomplished the job of
delivering Americans essential
voice communications, the next
step is the “high-tech connect”—
expanding broadband-capable
networks so that all Americans
have access to the opportunities
provided by advanced communi-
cations technologies. 

Proponents of the high-tech
connect say USF support is criti-
cal to ensuring that phone compa-
nies are able to provide quality,
affordable communications ser-
vices to everyone, everywhere.
Contact your congressional repre-
sentative to learn more and to tell
him or her your views on preserv-
ing the Universal Service Fund.
For additional information, visit
www.ntca.org. 

Communications Connectivity: The New Debate

The Universal Service Fund
helps make modern connectivity
possible for all Americans.

(NAPSA)—Significant, long-
term investments, such as purchas-
ing an automobile, are no time for
succumbing to our whims. When
car shopping, take time to research
your options. It won’t lengthen or
complicate the car-buying process;
in fact, doing your homework can
help you save time and find a car
that better satisfies your needs. 

Many of today’s vehicle options
may not have been around the last
time you stepped into a car dealer-
ship. For example, have you ever
heard of a crossover vehicle (CUV)?
It’s a new automobile class that
combines the advantages of a car
and a truck—CUVs get good gas
mileage and have the passenger
and cargo space of an SUV. Internet
sites such as AutoTrader.com have
trend centers with the latest indus-
try news, including key information
on crossovers, alternative fuels and
long-term value retention.

You’re probably thinking about
either a new or used vehicle, but
did you know there is another
option? Certified pre-owned (CPO)
vehicles are used cars that go
through a rigorous inspection, and
often come with an approval seal
and warranty from the original
manufacturer or dealer. Again,
there are many Web sites that post
guides to simplify the process and
can assist you in selecting a new,
used or certified pre-owned vehicle.

Now, your research is done and
you’re ready to find a dealership

that has the exact car for you. The
Internet continues to help; at
AutoTrader.com, you can search
for the dealership closest to you
and use a dynamic mapping sys-
tem to print out a map when
you’re ready to go. Additionally,
you can search for dealers by ser-
vices important to you, such as
financing options, whether the
dealership has a service center,
and loaner car availability.

Finally, make sure to take all
your homework with you so you
can refer to it while you shop. Print
detailed vehicle brochures and val-
uations of your trade-in that
include a third party’s estimate of
your vehicle’s worth. You’ll have
more confidence in the list price
and in what you’ll accept for your
current car knowing this informa-
tion. To learn about these and
other car-shopping resources and
to become an educated car shopper,
visit www.AutoTrader.com.

Educated Car Shopper = A Satisfied Car Owner

By doing your homework before
buying a car, you’re more likely to
be steered in the right direction.

***
If a rich man is proud of his
wealth, he should not be praised
until it is known how he
employs it.

—Socrates
***

***
What more felicity can fall to
creature, than to enjoy delight
with liberty.

—Edmund Spenser
***

***
Petty fears and petty pleasures
are but the shadow of reality.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
Whatever their future, at the
dawn of their lives, men seek a
noble vision of man’s nature and
of life’s potential.

—Ayn Rand
***

***
What is life but a series of
inspired follies? The difficulty
is to find them to do. Never lose
a chance: It doesn’t come every
day.

—George Bernard Shaw
***




