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(NAPSA)—They might look
and feel just like the plastic bot-
tles you use every day. But a new
generation of bottles for water,
milk and other cold beverages is
actually made from corn grown on
U.S. farms.

The bottled-water producer
BIO

—
TA in Telluride, Colorado and

Naturally Iowa Dairy in Clarinda,
Iowa are the first to bottle bever-
ages in a plastic made from corn
instead of petroleum. The technol-
ogy used by Cargill Dow to pro-
duce this nature-based plastic,
called NatureWorks PLA®, con-
verts plant starches to natural
plant sugars. These sugars are
then used to make a plastic called
polylactide, or PLA.

BIO
—

TA is using the packaging
for its premium spring water, and
Naturally Iowa is using it for
organic milk and other dairy prod-
ucts. Both companies expect that
the environmental and all-natural
appeal of the packaging will help
their products stand out from the
competition in crowded beverage
cases.

“BIO
—

TA water is the perfect
combination of Colorado pre-
mium spring water and environ-
mental respect,” says David Zut-
ler, BIO

—
TA’s founder and chief

executive officer. The company
will be using the material at its
plant in Ouray, Colorado.

Unlike other plastic bottles,
NatureWorks PLA containers will
compost completely in commercial
composting conditions in about 75
to 80 days. They could also be
recycled in the same manner as
other plastic containers. 

The absence of oil in the raw
material used for production of
NatureWorks PLA bottles is also

a big advantage. Like gasoline,
the cost of traditional plastics is
influenced by increases in the
price of oil. The price of corn, on
the other hand, has remained
relatively low and stable for two
decades.

While it  takes 10 mill ion
years for oil to develop, abun-
dant supplies of locally grown
corn are easily replenished every
year.

Consumers are responding very
favorably to the use of the all-nat-
ural bottles. Other beverage com-
panies are expected to quickly fol-
low with their own corn-based
packaging for water, milk, juice
and other cold beverages. 

In addition, large grocery store
chains are using NatureWorks
packaging to offer fresh goods in
clear containers for produce, deli
and bakery items. Fibers made
from PLA are even being used to
make blankets and clothing.

For more information, please
visit www.natureworkspla.com.

Raising Bottles Down On The Farm

Two food products are among the
first to be packaged with
biodegradable plastic.

(NAPSA)—The Shriners, mem-
bers of the fraternal organization
that operates 22 Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children throughout
North America, are urging people
to take necessary precautions
against burns related to hot
objects and hot foods, especially
during the 2005 Burn Awareness
Week, February 6-12. 

“Although Shriners Hospitals
try to educate people throughout
the year about burn prevention,
during Burn Awareness Week we
focus on a particular type of burn
injury,” said Raoul L. Frevel Sr.,
President and CEO of the
Shriners of North America. “This
year, we are urging children and
parents to stay away from hot
objects and hot foods. These are
things children come in contact
with each day and the burns are
preventable.”

The electric iron and the curling
iron are two common hot objects
contacted by young children.
According to the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission (CPSC), out
of a total of 13,700 contact burns
associated with electric irons, more
than 11,000 were kids under 15.
Many young girls have also re-
ceived burns on their ears from
using curling irons. In fact, out of
16,000 curling iron burns, more
than 10,000 involved children
under 15. 

Other hot objects that can
cause burn injuries include

ranges, ovens and microwaves.
According to the CPSC, more than
18,000 range burns, 3,400 micro-
wave burns and 8,000 oven burns
were associated with children
under 15.

Shriners Hospitals offers the
following tips to keep children
safe from burns from hot objects
and hot foods:

• Do not allow your children
near stoves, hot oven doors, hot
barbecue grills, heaters or other
hot appliances, such as curling
irons and electric irons.

• When cooking, use the back
burners and turn handles inward.

• Never place space heaters on
cabinets, tables, furniture or the
like. Never use heaters to dry
clothing or shoes.

• Keep appliance cords away
from the edge of a counter, where

a child can pull the appliance
down.

• Create a “no zone” or “safe
zone” area around the stove and
oven for the children—about a 5-
foot perimeter distance. Children
must stay outside of this zone.

• When barbecuing, keep an
eye out for kids who want to pull
themselves up for a better view of
the grill—the whole thing can top-
ple over.

• Use grill lighter fluid sparingly
• Unplug and turn off electric

or hot items after use.
• Keep hot food and beverages

away from children.
Known as the experts in pedi-

atric burn care, Shriners Hospi-
tals operate four burn hospitals in
Galveston, Cincinnati, Boston and
Sacramento. Through intensive
research and state-of-the-art clini-
cal care, a burned child’s chance of
survival has more than doubled
since the Shriners first opened the
burn hospitals in the mid-1960s.
Much of today’s research now
focuses on improving the quality
of life for burn survivors.

The Shriners offer a booklet on
burn prevention free of charge.
For your copy of “Burn Preven-
tion Tips,” write to the Public
Relations Department, Shriners
International Headquarters, P.O.
Box 31356, Tampa, FL 33631-
3356, or visit the Shriners and
Shriners Hospitals Web site at
www.shrinershq.org.
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(NAPSA)—A nice cozy place to
spend the winter—that’s what
rats, mice, squirrels, raccoons and
opossums are looking for, and the
most appealing place to dig in
could be your home. While few
homeowners think they put out
the welcome mat for these dis-
ease-carrying pests, not taking
care of basic maintenance can be
just as inviting.

Once these invaders break
into your home, they can spread
the potentially lethal hantavirus
and arena virus. Micro-droplets
of mouse urine can cause aller-
gies in children. Besides spread-
ing disease and bringing para-
sites such as fleas, mites and lice
into your home, rodents can do
extensive damage by chewing
through wiring and wallboard. 

The good news is, you don’t
have to let them. Basic mainte-
nance can be a good way to say
“not welcome.” Here, from the
experts at the National Pest Man-
agement Association, are steps
homeowners can take:

• To keep mice and other
rodents out, make sure all holes of
larger diameter than a pencil are
sealed. Mice can squeeze into
spaces as small as a nickel, rats
can wriggle through holes the
size of a half dollar. 

• Seal any cracks and voids.
• Don’t overlook proper drainage

at the foundation and always
install gutters or diverts which
will channel water away from the
building. 

• If you find rodents in your

home, consider calling in an expert.
Pest control firms can help provide
information and may even do pest
proofing. Searching out hiding
places of rodents and other pests
and precisely targeting manage-
ment efforts requires a competent,
knowledgeable and technically-
trained specialist. Mice, after all,
can produce 2,500 heirs in as little
as six months, becoming a serious
problem. 

Call a pest control professional
to identify the problem, survey for
and control the rodents using an
Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) approach.

A pest control professional
has the special training, experi-
ence and tools necessary to
assure adequate protection
against such destructive pests.

For more information or to find
a licensed pest control profes-
sional, visit www.pestworld.org.

How To Best The Pests

Once mice and rats and squirrels
break in, they can cause health
problems and home damage.

(NAPSA)—If you’re like many
consumers, your next auto pur-
chase will be driven by what you
plan to do to your vehicle—not
just what you plan to do with it. 

Whether it’s a drop-down DVD
player, new wheels or upgrading to
a more powerful engine, experts
say consumers tend to base their
purchases on the accessories a
vehicle can be outfitted with and
how easy the vehicle is to personal-
ize. Today’s hot accessories include
performance parts, wheels, mobile
electronics, suspension components
and exterior styling products—and
the hottest cars and trucks are
built with these accessories in
mind. 

So which new vehicles are easi-
est to accessorize? The “Best Truck
Design,” “Best SUV Design” and
“Best All-New or Redesigned Vehi-
cle” were recently voted on by
designers, marketers and mem-
bers in the Specialty Equipment
Market Association (SEMA).
According to SEMA, any car can
be accessorized, but here’s a look
at some of the easiest to add to.

• Best All-New or Rede-
signed Vehicle: The Mustang has
long been a favorite among the
accessorizing set, and the 2005
Ford Mustang won this division,
hands down. The new model is
fixed with a straight axle, which
gives it the potential for more
horsepower. “The new Mustang
was born to be modified,” said
Austin Craig, of Steeda—a Mus-
tang parts manufacturer. “It’s easy
to modify, whether you’re a profes-
sional or a do-it-yourselfer. When
you have a great platform to work

from, like the Mustang, it’s easy to
improve on it.”

• Best SUV: The 2005 Chevro-
let Tahoe rode off with top honors.
“There are just so many things out
there for the Chevy Tahoe,” said
Rich Brown, SEMA member voter
and Engineer, American Racing
Equipment. “You can get a variety
of products—everything from
wheels, tires and grilles to running
boards and lift kits. A customer can
really customize the Tahoe to fit
their individual taste.”  

• Best Truck: The new Ford F-
150 has received more than 30
awards since its introduction in
2004, including this one from
SEMA. “It’s obvious that a lot of
thought was given during the gen-
eral design of the vehicle to the
potential to install certain types of
accessories,” said Chris Shumacher,
product design manager at Lund
International. “I think a lot of
thought was put into the vehicle in
terms of the ability to mount things
like running boards using existing
factory holes. One of the big drivers
for us is ease of installation.” 

For more information, visit
www.enjoythedrive.com.

Accessories Steer Car Buyers

The 2005 Ford Mustang was voted
one of the most “accessory
friendly” vehicles.

***
A lifetime of happiness! No man
alive could bear it: it would be
hell on earth.

—George Bernard Shaw
***

***
At the height of laughter, the
universe is flung into a kalei-
doscope of new possibilities.

—Jean Houston
***

***
If we cannot live so as to be
happy, let us least live so as to
deserve it.

—Immanuel Hermann Fichte
***

***
Happiness: a good bank ac-
count, a good cook and a good
digestion.

—Jean Jacques Rousseau
***




