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(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for the growing number of Ameri-
cans who enjoy the convenience of
using ATM/debit cards to access
cash. 

By taking a few common-sense
steps, they can enhance their
safety and security when making
an electronic funds transfer
(EFT).

“It is important for consumers
to be aware of simple, hassle-free
precautions that can protect them
from various types of fraudulent
or other unwelcome activity,”
according to Cindy Ballard, execu-
tive vice president for PULSE
EFT Association—the country’s
largest financial industry-owned
and controlled EFT network.

She offers the following recom-
mendations: 

ATM/Debit Card Security 
• Treat your card like cash.

Keep it in a safe place. 
•Keep your “secret code,” or

personal identification number
(PIN), a secret. 

• Do not disclose card informa-
tion over the phone to anyone. No
one needs to know your PIN, not
even your financial institution. 

• Report a lost or stolen card
at once. 

• C a r e f u l l y  r e v i e w  y o u r
account statements. 

ATM Security
• Observe the ATM surround-

ings before approaching an ATM. If
anyone or anything appears to be
suspicious, cancel your transaction
and leave the area at once. 

• If an ATM is obstructed from
view or poorly lit, go to another
ATM. It is a good idea to take

along a companion when using an
ATM, especially at night. 

• Minimize time spent at the
ATM by having your card out and
ready to use. Do not let anyone
see how much money you with-
drew, and never count your money
at the ATM. 

• Never allow a stranger to
assist you in conducting an ATM
transaction, even if you have trou-
ble or if your card is stuck. 

• Stand so others cannot see
your PIN or transaction amount. 

• When using an ATM from a
car, keep the doors locked, win-
dows up and engine running at all
times when waiting in line. 

• Leave enough room between
cars to allow for a quick exit
should it become necessary. 

• Minimize time spent at the

ATM by having your card out and
ready to use. Once your transac-
tion is complete, take your money,
card and receipt and immediately
drive away from the terminal. 

• If anyone follows you after
you have completed your ATM
transaction, go immediately to a
crowded, well-lit area and call the
police. 

Point-of-Sale Security
• Never allow the cashier or

anyone else to enter your PIN for
you, even if they are assisting you
with the transaction. 

• Be sure the transaction is
complete and you have received a
receipt before leaving. 

• If you received cash back, put
it away before leaving the terminal. 

Said Ballard, “Our research
indicates the typical ATM/debit
cardholder uses their card about
four times per week, and they are
twice as likely to be making a
purchase than getting cash from
an ATM.” 

Ballard added that debit card
transaction volumes in the United
States grew from 400 million in
1992 to 14 billion in 2002.

PULSE is the nation’s leading
independent financial industry-
owned and controlled electronic
funds transfer network, currently
serving more than 4,000 bank,
credit union and savings bank
members across the country. 

The network links an esti-
mated 90 million cardholders with
more than 200,000 ATMs and 1.5
million POS terminals at retail
locations nationwide. 

For more information, visit
www.pulse-eft.com.

Enhance Your Safety And Security When Using ATM And Debit Cards

More and more consumers
are using their debit cards to
conduct financial transactions.

(NAPSA)—Finding fun family
activities for Halloween doesn’t
have to be frightening. 

VeryBestKids.com, Nestlé’s
award-winning Web site, is a one-
stop resource for parents this
Halloween and throughout the
year, providing creative ideas and
fun activities for parents to enjoy
with their kids.

Beginning Sept. 30, parents
can find the following “spooky”
activities, as well as other unique
Halloween ideas. Each activity
features easy-to-follow, in-depth
d e s c r i p t i o n s  r a n g i n g  f r o m
“simple but creative” to “totally
aspirational.”

VeryBestKids.com suggests try-
ing these unique projects to spook
up your Halloween:

• Black Cat Candy Caddy.
An empty canister can be a
“purrfect” candy caddy for your
little trick-or-treater. You can
make it with pieces of felt, pipe
cleaners and some grey and
black feather boas. Your kids will
love fi l l ing this adorable cat
candy caddy with Halloween
treats. It’s also a great stay-at-
home container for handing out
Halloween candy.

• Tiny Treat Holders. These
cute little treat holders could be
the perfect decoration for your
child’s next Halloween party. It’s
easy to make with construction
paper, ribbon and pipe cleaner.
These spooky decorations are just
the right size for Halloween place
cards or party favors.

• Strawberry Meringue
Ghosts. These little pink ghosts
will add a tasty treat to your Hal-

loween activities. Parents and
kids are likely to enjoy making—
and eating—these scrumptious,
ghostly creations.

• Google-Eye Mask . This
silly mask can be great family fun.
Parents and kids will have a
hauntingly fun time making this
goofy mask using pipe cleaners,
google eyes and ping pong balls.

Parents are encouraged to visit
VeryBestKids.com this Halloween
and throughout the year for easy-
to-find, fun activities in the cate-
gories of “Crafts and Activities,”
“Holidays and Celebrations,”
“Cooking and Baking” and “Learn-
ing Fun.”

Created specifically for par-
ents with kids ages 3 to 10, the
Web site is updated every four to
six weeks to continually provide
new and fresh ideas.

To find the latest creative ideas,
visit VeryBestKids.com.

Easy Tricks For Halloween Treats

Fun craft projects can make
Halloween exciting for the whole
family.

(NAPSA)—With fewer people
vacationing abroad these days,
the road trip is back in vogue.
Families across the country are
setting out in droves to explore
the U.S. 

If rounds of “Are we there yet?”
are not your idea of fun, Fujifilm
offers some great ideas to allevi-
ate boredom and keep kids enter-
tained in the car. 

Fujifilm QuickSnap One-Time-
Use Cameras are the right size for
kids. They are easy to use and
small enough to fit in a jacket
pocket. Plus, Mom and Dad don’t
have to worry about pricey equip-
ment being broken. Kids can take
great pictures, create fun memo-
ries all their own and prove that
getting there is half the fun. 

Here are some cool photogra-
phy games kids can play from the
backseat:

• Alphabet Signs: Take a pic-
ture of a road sign beginning with
every letter of the alphabet

• Virtual Zoo: Take a picture of
all the different animals you see
from the road

• Count the Cows: See who can
take pictures of the most cows
along the way

• Silly Siblings: See who can
take the funniest picture of their
brother or sister

• The Color Game: Every pic-
ture on the roll of film has to con-
tain something blue (or the color
of your choice). The challenge is
you can’t take a picture of the
same thing twice (i.e., there can
only be one blue car on the roll).

Kids’ photography isn’t just for
the car. When the family stops to

cool off, Waterproof QuickSnap
Cameras provide kids with end-
less fun...underwater! Created for
pool parties, resorts, cruises, or
waterparks, they let kids capture
cool photos where other cameras
can’t go. 

Photos from any QuickSnap
camera become digital images by
simply choosing the Fujicolor CD
option at developing. This option
delivers digital images on CD
along with your picture prints,
which can then be viewed on a
computer, edited and e-mailed—
just like pictures taken with a dig-
ital camera. With this option, kids
can send photos from the road to
their friends back home, a digital-
age version of the “Wish You Were
Here!” postcard. 

When the trip is over, kids can
make scrapbooks with pictures
they took all by themselves and
have a great album for show-and-
tell.

For more information on Fuji-
film products, call 800-800-FUJI
or access the Fujifilm USA Web
site at www.fujifilm.com.

Sure Cure For Road Trip Boredom

With one-time-use cameras for
kids, it’s easier to prove that get-
ting there can be half the fun.

(NAPSA)—Little did Doug Dahl
realize at the time, but once he
stepped inside the recently opened
Tampa Shriners Hospital for
Children in 1986, he was hooked.

For the past 17 years, the man
who might be dubbed “Mr. Volun-
teer” has logged more than 22,000
hours in various capacities at the
hospital. His volunteer time is
equivalent to about 101⁄2 years of
full-time work.

At the hospital’s 17th annual
Volunteer Appreciation Party, Dahl
was presented a certificate of
achievement. Being singled out is
not his “cup of tea,” but he ex-
plained that he was deeply hon-
ored for the recognition he received
in front of his fellow volunteers.

When asked what keeps him
going as a volunteer—after a 30-
year career with Rexall Drugs—he
replied, “It’s the hospital em-
ployees I work with, all the people
I meet, including the patients and
their parents and, of course, the
many volunteers who work with
me to make this hospital one of
Shriners’ best. It’s always a joy to
come here every day. There’s really
nothing else like it anywhere.”

According to Alicia Argiz-Lyons,
the hospital’s director of public
relations and volunteers, Dahl is
an important part of three hospital
departments—infection control,
pharmacy and public relations and
volunteer services. She pointed out
that as a member of the Infection
Control Committee, he has re-
viewed every surgical patient’s
chart for classification and the tim-
ing of antibiotics since he arrived
at the hospital. That accounts for
nearly 15,000 patients.

In his role as volunteer coordi-

nator, he interviews prospective
volunteers and matches them
with a position in the various
departments.

“[Doug’s] caring nature is evi-
dent in everything he does,” says
Argiz-Lyons. “He exemplifies the
giving spirit of a volunteer in so
many ways. We’re fortunate that
he is such an integral part of the
Shriners Hospital family. He’s a
true angel among us.”

For more information on
Shriners’ network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and ser-
vices totally free of charge to chil-
dren with orthopaedic problems,
burns and spinal cord injuries,
write to: Shriners International
Headquarters, Public Relations
Dept., 2900 Rocky Point Dr.,
Tampa, FL 33607, or visit the Web
site at www.shrinershq.org. Treat-
ment is provided to children under
age 18 without regard to race, reli-
gion or relationship to a Shriner.

If you know a child Shriners
can help, call 1-800-237-5055 in
the United States, or 1-800-361-
7256 in Canada.

Hospital Volunteer Dedicates Himself To Cause

Volunteer Doug Dahl meets with
a former patient to review her
qualifications as a volunteer.

***
Winter is on my head, but eter-
nal spring is in my heart.

—Victor Hugo 
***

***
Initiative is to success what a
lighted match is to a candle.

—Orlando A. Battista
***

***
Spring unlocks the flowers to
paint the laughing soil.

—Reginald Heber 
***

***
Spring shows what God can do
with a drab and dirty world.

—Virgil A. Kraft
***




