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(NAPSA)—For many, the smell
of freshly cut grass signifies the
onset of warmer temperatures,
backyard barbecues and spending
quality time outdoors. For others,
though, it evokes painful memo-
ries of learning lawnmower safety
the hard way.

What started out as innocent
horseplay with his brother, Brent,
ended up leaving 5-year-old Kevin
Hartley under the blades of a
lawnmower. Kevin jumped off the
top of the swing set slide and acci-
dentally landed in front of where
his brother was mowing with the
riding lawnmower. Kevin’s left leg
was badly mangled, as was his
right heel and toe. 

Local hospitals near their home-
town of Leetonia, Ohio, did the ini-
tial treatments and then ampu-
tated Kevin’s left leg. It wasn’t
until a few weeks later that the
Hartleys were referred to the Erie
Shriners Hospital for Children by
the parents of another Shriners’
patient.

“We walked in and immedi-
ately felt very welcomed,” said
Kevin’s mother, Becky Hartley.
“The hospital staff went out of
their way to make us feel at home.
The chief of staff even told us
about his own son who was in a
lawnmower accident.”

From that moment on, Kevin’s
life was in the hands of Shriners
doctors, who started doing skin
grafts and later fitted him with a
prosthetic for his left leg. Like a
typical young boy, Kevin’s activity
kept him constantly going back for
new prosthetics—a little thing
like an artificial leg wasn’t going

to stop him!
“My treatment at Shriners Hos-

pital has opened up a lot of doors
for me,” said Kevin. “I can do any-
thing that anybody else can do.”

These days, 17-year-old Kevin
is a senior in high school, and
plans to study religion when he
goes to college. The artificial leg
doesn’t keep him from hunting,
canoeing, snowboarding or any
other outdoor sport he loves.

At the age of 3, Stefanie Rex
also found herself sucked under-
neath the blades of a lawnmower
when the riding mower she was
on with her mother, Betty, hit a
bump. Her mother stopped the
lawnmower and tried to take
action, but she wasn’t quick
enough. Stefanie’s leg was man-
gled and needed immediate
attention.

Doctors at the Rexs’ small local
hospital in Dixon, Ill., suggested
they take Stefanie to another
larger hospital in a nearby town,
where doctors would be better
equipped to deal with such a large
injury. The doctors there had good

news for Stefanie. She was not
going to lose her leg, but she
would need specialized care while
the damaged leg healed. That’s
where the Chicago Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children came into the
picture.

The staff at the Chicago
Shriners Hospital had to work to
make Stefanie’s injured leg as
functional as possible. Doctors
implanted internal hardware, and
plastic surgery addressed the sig-
nificant scarring. Doctors found
that Stefanie’s growth plate was
also severely damaged, which
meant she would need surgery to
lengthen her leg in a few years.

By following a few simple
rules, all lawnmower accidents
can be prevented. For free pam-
phlets on lawnmower safety in
English or Spanish, contact
Shriners International Headquar-
ters, P.O. Box 31356, Tampa, FL
33631-3356 or fax your request to
(813) 281-8496.

For more information on
Shriners network 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and ser-
vices totally free of charge to chil-
dren with orthopaedic problems,
burns and spinal cord injuries,
write to: Shriners International
Headquarters, Public Relations
Dept., 2900 Rocky Point Dr.,
Tampa, FL 33607, or visit the Web
site at www.shrinershq.org. Treat-
ment is provided to children under
age 18 regardless to race, religion
or relationship to a Shriner.

If you know a child Shriners
can help, call 1-800-237-5055 in
the United States or 1-800-361-
7256 in Canada.

Two Families Share Message Of Lawnmower Safety

To prevent accidents, always
make sure children are a safe
distance away from lawnmowers.

(NAPSA)—With commuting to
work, carpooling the kids or just
running errands, it’s hard for
many people to imagine trying to
get everything accomplished with-
out having a car. With more dri-
vers on the road than ever before,
however, there is a greater risk
that your car will be damaged in
an accident, according to the
Insurance Information Institute
(I.I.I.), a non-profit communica-
tions organization.

The I.I.I. says that although
you’re required to have a mini-
mum level of insurance to register
your car, the coverage is not guar-
anteed to meet your individual
needs. You need enough insurance
to cover potential liability from an
accident and repair your damaged
car.  

Standard coverage generally
does not provide a replacement
rental car while repairs are being
made, which can take a couple of
weeks. “Without rental car reim-
bursement coverage, which is only
a couple of dollars a month, dri-
vers can end up spending as much
as $500 to rent a car to commute
to work, drive the kids or run
errands,” says Carolyn Gorman,
vice president of the I.I.I. “The
last thing people need after an
accident is significant out-of-
pocket expenses.”

To help insured drivers increase
satisfaction with the auto insur-
ance claims process, I.I.I. is work-
ing with the Consumer Protection
Association of America on a nation-
wide driver education program
entitled, “Wiser Drivers Wise Up.” 

It offers these tips:

• File An Accident Report. A
police report often helps insurance
companies speed up the claims
process.  

• Know What Your Insur-
ance Covers. Don’t wait to find
out until after an accident that
your policy doesn’t automatically
cover costs for emergency roadside
assistance, towing or a replace-
ment rental car. For only a couple
dollars a month, you can add cov-
erage that provides a rental car for
little or no money while your car is
in the repair shop or if it is stolen. 

• Record Information. After
an accident, take down: The name,
address, phone number, insurance
company, policy number, driver’s
license number and license plate
number for the driver and the
owner of each vehicle. Write a
description of each car, including
year, make, model and color; and
record the exact location of the col-
lision and how it happened. Dri-
vers can find a free fill-in-the-
blank accident information form to
keep in the glove compartment at
www.wiserdrivers.com.  

The Insurance Information
Institute is at www.iii.org. The
Consumer Protection Association
of America is at www.consumer
pro.com.  

Driver Education Focuses On Being Prepared

(NAPSA)—Resource Directory
for Older People, compiled by the
National Institute on Aging (NIA)
and the Administration on Aging,
lists almost 300 public and private
organizations, complete with mail-
ing addresses, phone numbers, as
well as Internet and e-mail
addresses. The free directory
answers questions on a wide
range of topics such as physical
fitness, support groups, nursing
homes, intergenerational pro-
grams, and Alzheimer’s disease.
For your free copy, call 1-800-222-
2225; TTY 1-800-222-4225. Ask
for Department RD.

Rising prices at fuel pumps
around the country won’t stop
most campers from enjoying their
favorite leisure activity, according
to a new survey by Kampgrounds
of America. In an effort to bring
some perspective to higher fuel
prices, Kampgrounds of America
is providing a free Fuel Cost Cal-
culator at www.koa.com. KOA’s
Fuel Cost Calculator is a little dif-
ferent than other fuel calculators,
in that it computes the increase in
fuel costs for a trip. Experts have
estimated that if gasoline goes up
10 cents per gallon, if you took a
200 mile trip the price increase

would be between $1 and $2 for
the trip, depending upon the
mileage of your vehicle. 

The Eastern Paralyzed Veter-
ans Association can think of no
better way to show support the
year round for our troops than to
display their colors. They can help
you do that. They have a free
pamphlet entitled “How To Dis-
play Our Flag.” And, Old Glory
waves on their “America Is #1
Thanks To Our Veterans” bumper
sticker, and on their “Proud To Be
American” decal. All three items
are available free of charge. You
may obtain them by calling 1-800-
444-0120, or by ordering them
online at www.unitedspinal.org.

(NAPSA)—Most boomers are
quickly reaching age 55 where,
according to the NHLBI’s Fram-
ingham Heart Study, their risk of
stroke will begin to double with
each successive decade. In the
recent American Stroke Associa-
tion survey, when participants
were asked, “when does your risk
of stroke increase?,” many said an
age greater than their own. More
importantly, they were not wor-
ried about stroke as a health
threat in general. For more infor-
mation, call the American Stroke
Association at 1-888-4-STROKE
or visit StrokeAssociation.org.
The site lets visitors fill out a con-
fidential risk assessment and
learn more about risk factors,
solutions and resources. 

Today at least one-third of
Americans 65 or over have some
form of vision-impairing eye dis-
ease and may experience no
symptoms, according to the
American Academy of Ophthal-
mology. To ensure that income is
not a barrier to adequate preven-
tion and treatment of eye dis-
ease, more than 7,500 volunteer

ophthalmologists nationwide
provide medical eye exams at no
out-of-pocket expense to quali-
fied seniors. Seniors or family
members can call the toll-free
helpline at 1-800-222-EYES
(3937) for free information or to
be referred to one of the eye care
programs offered by EyeCare
America, a public service founda-
tion of the American Academy of
Opthalmology.

***
Reflect that life, like every other
blessing, derives its value from
its use alone.

—Samuel Johnson
***

***
A businessman is a hybrid
between a dancer and a
calculator.

—Paul Valery
***

***
The more  we do, the more we
can do; the more busy we are,
the more leisure we have.

—William Hazlitt
***




