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(NAPSA)—When homeowners
refer to an “inside job,” they are
not always referring to bank rob-
bers. They are often referring to
termites, who eat away from the
inside of a home and may remain
undiscovered for years.

Every year, termites damage
millions of homes and other struc-
tures in the United States and
cause more than $2 billion in treat-
ment and repair costs annually. 

One particularly destructive ter-
mite is the drywood termite which
thrives in Southern coastal regions.
Drywood termites are just what
their name implies—they like dry
wood, live within the wood and do
not require contact with the soil.
Drywood termites spread when the
insects leave established colonies in
the way of a swarm, to look for a
new home—usually a crack, hole or
other surface defect in the  struc-
ture. They enter the wood and
begin feeding.

Most drywood termite infesta-
tions occur in the warmer regions
of the U.S., including California,
Florida and Hawaii.
Swarming Dates To Remember

In northern California, ter-
mites typically swarm in June and
July, whereas in the southern part
of the state, swarmers may take
flight in September through
November. 

In Florida, termite swarmers
can be seen in spring, summer
and fall, from February through
November.

Signs Of Infestation
In addition to swarmers, other

common indications for a drywood
termite infestation include:

• Piles of six-sided pellets, typ-

ically found on window sills and
floors, and in attic spaces;

• Discarded wings and dead
termites near light sources;

• Severely blistered wood with
pinhead-sized kickout holes; and

• Hollow sounding wood.
The treatment most recom-

mended when drywood termites
are discovered is a whole-structure
fumigation with Vikane* gas fumi-
gant. This is the only way to
ensure 100 percent control of dry-
wood termite infestations through-
out the structure, including those
hidden in inaccessible wood. 

More than one million struc-
tures have been fumigated with
Vikane over the years, including
homes, museums, food-handling
facilities, rare book libraries, 
university facilities, medical
research libraries and historical
landmarks. 

For more information abut dry-
wood treatment options, visit Uni-
versity of Florida’s Web site
www.ftld.ufl.edu/drywood.htm or
visit www.dowagro.com. 

Are You Ready For Swarming Season?

THE ENEMY WITHIN—Dry-
wood termites thrive in Southern
coastal regions.

*Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC
Vikane is a federally Restricted Use Pesticide.

School Supplies That
Last, Make The Grade

(NAPSA)—If you’ve done your
homework before shopping for
school supplies, you’ll wind up
with products that are more
durable and economical. Espe-
cially if you select school supplies
that are finished using a method
called powder coating. Sometimes
called “dry painting,” the finish is

used on everything from desks to
bookends, plus lockers, wastebas-
kets, desk lamps, file cabinets and
computers. 

Powder coating, the fastest-
growing finishing process in the
nation, uses finely ground particles
of pigment and resin that are elec-
trostatically charged and sprayed
onto a surface to be coated. The
results are products that not only
look better, but are protected
against scratches and dents. These
products are a smart educational
investment because they stand up
to rough, heavy use and don’t have
to be replaced so often.

To learn more about powder
coated products, and to download a
free copy of the Consumer Buying
Guide for Home and Garden, visit
The Powder Coating Institute’s Web
site at www.powdercoating. org.
Consumers can also get the Guide
by writing to PCI Consumers
Guide, 2121 Eisenhower Avenue,
Suite 401, Alexandria, VA 22314. 

Kids are rough, and powder
coated back-to-school products
measure up to the workout they
will get.

(NAPSA)—There’s a buzz out
there that’s good news for any one
of the 160,000 people that the
American Academy of Orthopedic
Surgeons says will likely undergo
total hip replacement surgery this
year. Total hip replacement is a
relatively common surgery that
may achieve significant improve-
ments in both mobility and pain
relief for those who need it. The
most recent advances in both
technology and surgical tech-
niques for hip replacement are
being promoted as able to reduce
patient discomfort while improv-
ing their overall experiences with
the surgery.

One of the more notable exam-
ples is today’s mini-incision total
hip replacement. This new proce-
dure may allow many patients to
walk away from previously com-
mon woes that can result from
traditional hip replacement sur-
gery including large scars and
lengthy rehabilitation times.

Traditional hip replacement
surgery normally requires a doc-
tor to make a 12-18 inch incision
and pass through large muscles
to get to the hip joint and socket.
The mini-incision procedure,
however, only requires about a
three-inch incision, which can
mean less recovery pain and
shorter recovery times as well as
shorter hospital stays and a
reduced chance for infection.
Lawrence D. Dorr, M.D., Medical
Director of The Arthritis Insti-
tute at Centinela Hospital Med-
ical Center in Los Angeles is a
leader in mini-incision total hip
replacement and also offers this
procedure with a posterior-entry.

“The secret to our mini-incision
total hip replacement is that we
access the hip joint from the rear,
where skin is easier to maneuver
and there is great blood supply to
promote faster healing,” said Dr.

Dorr. “Best of all, the incision is
only about three inches long.”

Dorr goes on to say that under
his care, patients may recover
quickly and may be independently
mobile within a matter of days.

The new, minimally invasive
hip replacement procedure takes
doctors about 60 minutes to per-
form since the smaller incision
reduces time needed to close the
wound. This is a reduction in the
traditional procedure, which could
last up to three hours. This may
mean less time required for
patients to be under anesthetic,
which could be a comfort for peo-
ple who don’t like the thought of
being unconscious for long periods.

So, those who need to have a
total hip replacement can feel
good that relief from pain could be
just a step away. Talk with your
doctor today about your options.

Dorr is a board-certified ortho-
pedic surgeon and the medical
director of The Arthritis Institute
at Centinela Hospital Medical
Center and Queen of Angels-Hol-
lywood Presbyterian Medical Cen-
ter, Los Angeles. For more infor-
mation on minimally invasive hip
surgery, please call (310) 695-4828
or visit www.arthritishealth.com/
index.htm.

Mini-Incision Total Hip Replacement: A Cut Above

Dr. Lawrence D. Dorr is a pio-
neer of the posterior-entry mini-
incision total hip replacement.

(NAPSA)—It shouldn’t take an
advanced degree to understand
student loan forms. That’s the les-
son many students have taught
colleges and lenders. As a result,
steps have been taken to make
the loan application process easier
and faster.

Today, students can use the Web
to apply for loans, check the bal-
ance owed on a loan or “shop”
around for lenders. A group called
Consolidation Assistance ProgramSM

(CAP) even lets students sign their
Federal Student Loan Consolida-
tion applications online with a
secured electronic signature.

The technology can help speed
the borrowing and consolidating
process, helping students borrow
at the rates they want, when they
want. In addition it reduces
paperwork significantly.

Loan consolidation has become
a popular choice for students bur-
dened with heavy student loan
payments. Students can consoli-
date loans without paying a fee or
needing a credit check.

As of July 1, Federal Consoli-
dation Loan interest rates are at
4.125 percent—their lowest point
in history—and in some cases,
even lower. With CAP borrower
benefits, those rates could drop as
low as 2.25 percent. Even parents
consolidating Parent Loans for
Undergraduate Students (PLUS
loans) can get rates as low as

3.625 percent (including borrower
benefits). For some borrowers, the
new rates could reduce their
monthly loan payments by more
than half.

“Consolidation is a process that
makes sense for graduates seek-
ing affordable education pay-
ments,” says Ellen Frishberg,
Director of Student Financial Ser-
vices for the John Hopkins Uni-
versity. “Even though students are
counseled on the importance of
repaying an education loan, many
are still overwhelmed by the size
of their monthly payments when
they get out. For those students,
consolidation can be a positive
alternative.”

To apply for a consolidation
loan or for more information on
consolidation rates visit the Web
site www.mycaploan.com.

Cutting Loan Payments—Quick

New technology helps student
borrowers lock in the loan rates
they want, when they want.

(NAPSA)—Hundreds of young
lives may be saved every year, if
parents heed a few hints on water
safety.

Nearly 350 children younger
than 5 drown in swimming pools
annually. Most of those water
tragedies are preventable. Accord-
ing to Connie Harvey, health and
safety expert for the American Red
Cross, the best thing anyone can
do to be safe in, on and around the
water is to learn to swim and be
prepared.

The American Red Cross also
recommends that nobody ever
swim alone, and that applies to
adults as well as children. 

When dealing with young chil-
dren, parents should always
maintain “reach supervision.”
That is, you should always be
within arm’s reach of the child, so
if anything even begins to happen,
you’re there to immediately deal
with the problem.

It’s important, Harvey says, for
parents to know the difference
between toys and safety gear.
Water wings and the tubes with
the little vests over them can give
a false sense of security.

A U.S. Coast Guard-approved
plastic life jacket, on the other
hand, can save lives. Make certain
you have the right size and that
you tie it and use all the snaps
appropriately. Reach supervision,
however, is still necessary. 

Harvey recommends that pool
owners have an emergency action
plan so everybody knows what to

do in the event of an emergency. 
One important skill for parents

and pool owners is CPR. The Red
Cross offers classes. One of the
new pieces of equipment you will
get at the class is a plastic breath-
ing barrier to put between your-
self and the victim. This innova-
tive shield with an air filter that
fits over the mouth to minimize
the risk of transmitting infectious
diseases.

A plastic ring buoy and line are
lightweight enough that even a
child can save a life by tossing it
to the victim who can grab the
buoy and be brought back from
danger.

For more information on stay-
ing safe in, on and around the
water, contact your local Ameri-
can Red Cross chapter or visit
www.redcross.org.

Tips On Protecting Children 

A few simple precautions can
help little ones stay safer and
healthier near the water.

New York State is home to the
halls of fame for baseball, box-
ing, horse racing, soccer and
international women’s sports.

***
Education is the ability to lis-
ten to almost anything without
losing your temper or your self-
confidence.

—Robert Frost
***

***
The nearer you come in rela-
tion with a person, the more
necessary do tact and courtesy
become.

—Oliver Wendell Holmes
***




