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(NAPSA)—If you’re shopping
for a new vehicle, the Internet can
help steer you in the right direc-
tion. The Web lets car and truck
consumers research vehicles, com-
pare prices and, after a decision
has been made, even apply for
financing to buy their car or truck. 

Car Buying 101
There are a number of points to

consider before purchasing a vehi-
cle, but perhaps chief among them
is deciding whether you want to
buy a new, used or Certified Pre-
Owned (CPO) vehicle. If you’re not
looking to spend a lot on a brand-
new car, but you still want a qual-
ity car that has been factory-
inspected and includes a warranty,
a CPO may be the way to go. Sites
such as Edmunds.com encourage
people to research certified vehi-
cles and see which makes have
CPO vehicles and what offers are
included with that certification.

Another critical component to
buying is determining your crite-
ria. What vehicle type (coupe,
sedan, SUV, truck, convertible,
etc.), mileage and price range are
you looking for? 

This is where the Internet can
be particularly useful. The Web
site AutoTrader.com now features a
Power Search tool that consumers
can use to shop by body style, price
and color preference or to compare
new, used and CPO vehicles. 

Because more than half of
AutoTrader.com’s visitors aren’t
set on the make and model of
vehicle they want, this new tool is
a flexible, quick and integrated

way to collect information and
help them make intelligent buying
decisions. 

Finally, when researching vehi-
cles online, it is important to use a
trusted source. Try to limit your
search to reputable Web sites. If
you do come across search sites
that aren’t known to you, be sure
to confirm any information you
may collect. 

To learn more about buying a
car, visit www.AutoTrader.com
and enter your zip code in the
Power Search box.

Tips On Car Shopping

Information on the Web can help
make the car-buying process
easier.

(NAPSA)—From taxes and
estate planning to marriage and
real estate, having legal issues
nipped in the bud can save time
and peace of mind. To get started,
consider visiting a free legal infor-
mation Web site, packed full of
information on these and other
legal issues.

Life After Taxes: More than
130 million people file individual
income tax returns, according to
the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) and about 14 million of
those come in late. If you have
trouble making the deadline, you
can consult the “Taxes & the IRS”
section on FindLaw.com. It offers
instructions on how to request a
filing extension and pay taxes by
credit card, as well as tips on how
long to wait before you clean out
those old tax documents (three
years for most documents). 

Love Is in the Air: If you’ve
been thinking of love, you’re not
alone; more than two million cou-
ples marry each year in the U.S.
Before and after tying the knot,
however, there may be legal issues
to consider. Prenuptial agree-
ments, property contracts and
financial implications are impor-
tant considerations for couples-to-
be. Even those who have already
said “I do” could benefit from
reviewing legal documents and
property holdings. FindLaw.com’s
“Marriage & Living Together” sec-
tion has a host of articles to
demystify the legal aspects of
marriage. Professional advice is
just a click away at the West
Legal Directory, the Internet’s
largest searchable directory of
lawyers and law firms.

Owning a Home: The U.S.
housing market has remained
strong, according to the U.S.
Department of Commerce. With
the average sale price at
$288,400, many prospective home-
owners are confronting financial
and legal questions. Home owner-

ship can have important tax and
insurance implications and it’s
essential to understand how your
responsibilities are affected. Buy-
ers need to know the warranties
and carefully inspect items that
are not covered. Home owners
should periodically revisit their
insurance policies—do they reflect
the appreciation of the home? The
FindLaw Real Estate Center
(http://realestate.findlaw.com/hom
eownership/), is a comprehensive
resource for home owners. For
example, it provides a list of
defects to look for when doing a
walk-through evaluation, as well
as other important tips to follow
before buying a home.

Honoring Your Wishes: Only
one-third of Americans have a liv-
ing will, a recent FindLaw.com
survey showed. A living will is a
document in which a person can
indicate his or her instructions in
advance as to what medical treat-
ments he or she wishes to receive
in the event of terminal illness or
permanent unconsciousness.
Although a living will is a simple
form that can be purchased in
most office supply stores, an attor-
ney experienced in estate plan-
ning should review this document
as part of an overall estate plan.
An improperly completed living
will may be invalidated and result
in the author’s wishes not being
carried out. Additional informa-
tion on living wills, designation of
health care agents and other
essential health care directive
legal documents can be found at
http://estate.findlaw.com/estate
planning/estate-planning-other-
topics.html.

Now is a great time to wrap up
legal issues in advance. Whether
it’s tax and financial questions,
marriage and divorce, estate plan-
ning or home ownership, getting
the right legal information and
finding a good attorney can make
a difference.

Get Legal Help Online
Little-Known Facts To

Raise Your Golf IQ
(NAPSA)—Here are some lit-

tle- known facts about the game
you may enjoy taking a swing at: 

• Until the early 1900s, wooden
tees were not used. Instead, golfers
built a little mound of sand that
served as a tee. 

• For winning the first U.S.
Open Championship in 1895,
Horace Rawlins received prize
money of $150.

• Byron Nelson’s scoring aver-
age of 68.33 strokes in 1945 was a
record for 55 years, until Tiger
Woods broke it with 68.17 in 2000. 

• The youngest winner ever in
a major championship was young
Tom Morris, who won the 1868
British Open at age 17. 

• In 1945, Byron Nelson and
Jug McSpaden were known as the
“Golddust Twins.” Nelson won 18
times and McSpaden had 31 top
10’s, both PGA records. 

These facts were discovered by
the Royal Bank of Scotland
through its support of Jack Nick-
laus and the game of golf.

Golf icon and RBS ambassador
Jack Nicklaus.

(NAPSA)—Here’s something to
smile about: baking soda can do
more than absorb odors, get dough
and batter to rise and remove
stains from your carpet. 

When it comes to taking care of
your teeth, baking soda can really
put its money where your mouth
is. What’s more, it’s working right
under your nose every day,
although most people don’t even
know it.

According to a new survey, less
than 11 percent of adults polled
were aware that their mouths
naturally produce sodium bicar-
bonate or baking soda. This natu-
rally occurring substance helps to
defend against plaque, bacteria
and germs that can harm your
teeth and gums, triggering
breath odor and promoting tooth
stains.

The survey, conducted by
Impulse Research, found over 70
percent of consumers believe bak-
ing soda is an effective cleaning
agent, yet more than half thought
it was abrasive. Less than 30 per-
cent of responders were aware
that along with being efficient,
baking soda is gentle on your
tooth surface enamel. In fact, it is
clinically proven to gently dissolve
stains that build up from every-
day food and drinks. 

To help, there’s an easy and
convenient way to get a healthier
and brighter smile with all the
positive effects of baking soda,
and it doesn’t require you to steal
that box from the fridge.

A company that’s been the bak-
ing soda experts for more than
155 years, Arm & Hammer®, has

added new Enamel Care® Breath
DefenseTM to its family of tooth-
pastes. The new toothpaste uses
Liquid Calcium® technology to
restore enamel luster, fluoride to
protect teeth and baking soda to
eliminate odors caused by bacte-
ria. It can help control bad breath
for up to three hours after you
brush. This line of toothpaste pro-
vides up to five times more Dental
Baking Soda than regular tooth-
paste, resulting in healthier teeth,
fresher breath and a more daz-
zling smile.

“When it comes to oral care,
baking soda is a true powerhouse,”
said Dr. Brian Daub, DDS. “All
Arm & Hammer® toothpastes com-
bine cavity-fighting fluoride with
the proven strength and gentle-
ness of baking soda and go beyond
cleaning your teeth by actually
working with your mouth’s nat-
ural system to help protect and
maintain your oral health.” 

For more information, visit
www.myoralcare.com.

Baking Soda: Surprising Tooth Revitalizer

In toothpaste, baking soda puts
the bite on stains and bad breath,
but is easy on tooth enamel.

(NAPSA)—A Web site launched
by the Union of Concerned Scientists
may help people decide if a hybrid
vehicle is for them, and if so, which
vehicle to choose. Called hybrid-
center.org, it features a buyer’s guide
that offers personalized informa-
tion on hybrids, as well as an “Under
the Hood” section with information
on topics ranging from hybrid tech-
nology, to ways to get the hybrid
you want sooner. The site also mon-
itors hybrid manufacturer claims
for truthfulness. Source:www.
hybridcenter.org.

The Web site AutoTrader.com
now features a Power Search tool
that consumers can use to shop
by body style and color prefer-
ence or to compare new, used and
Certified Pre-Owned vehicles.
More than half of the Web site’s
visitors aren’t set on the make
and model of vehicle they want.
The new tool is a flexible, quick
and integrated way to help them
collect information and make
intelligent buying decisions. 

(NAPSA)—One of the best—
and least expensive—ways to
renew the look of your bathroom,
kitchen or other rooms with
indoor tile is to regrout your tile.
Cement-based tile grout tends to
collect dirt, grime and stains
faster than other areas on the
floor or walls, making it look
dingy and worn-out—not to men-
tion hard to clean.

Fortunately, regrouting can be
easier with stainproof grout. Con-
tractors offer these tips.

• Keep grout at room tempera-
ture for 24 hours prior to use.

• Clean all tile surfaces with
cool water before laying grout or
caulk.

• Apply grout on no more than
five to 10 square feet at a time to
allow for prompt cleaning.

• Immediately remove all
excess grout and caulk from tiles
once they have been laid. Use a
dampened sponge in a circular
motion.

It’s a good idea to look for
stainproof grout that protects
against mold and mildew, as well
as dirt and grime. Experts at The
Home Depot recommend using the
new TrafficMaster Stainproof
Grout Kit with built-in Scotchgard
Protector. The kit comes with the
tools needed to repair old grout.
The product also eliminates the
need for a sealer. 

Each kit includes a quart of
stainproof grout, a tube of stain-
proof tile and fixture caulk, a

grout-removal saw, a grout appli-
cator and a hydrophilic sponge. 

Homeowners can use the kit to
match the new grout and caulk to
their existing tile. It comes in
three neutral colors: bone sanded,
delorian gray sanded and bright-
white non-sanded. Do-it-your-
selfers can also find the stainproof
grout and caulk sold separately
from the kit in 30 colors ranging
from ocean blue to quarry red.
The product is premixed and
ready to use, and its color is said
not to fade.

An added bonus: The stainproof
grout sticks to existing cement-
based grout, meaning homeowners
can use it to fill cracks between
tiles. The kit has a 25-year grout
limited manufacturer’s warranty
and is available at The Home
Depot.

Renewing Tiled Rooms

Stainproof grout can help keep
tiled bathrooms looking their
best.




