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(NAPSA)—Parents in a spin
about what to get their son,
daughter, niece or nephew are giv-
ing the green flag to a new fun
line of speedy mini-vehicles that
may help get their thought-
engines working.

• Called Blazin’ Key Cars!,
these speedy mini vehicles car
race, spin, and jump across gaps
in the road.

• The mini-cars got their name
because a key gets inserted into
the back of the car, loading a
spring with over 72 joules of
power, sending the mini car 20
feet on any relatively flat surface.

• Each of the collectable
pocket-sized mini-vehicles have a
sturdy chassis, super-wide racing
wheels and awesomely distinctive
styling. Each comes with its own
custom key and a plastic carrying
case with belt clip and key storage.

• The mini cars were created
by Irwin Toy Limited, a global toy
company celebrating its 75th
anniversary. The line includes
models from world class auto com-
panies such as General Motors,
Ford and DaimlerChrysler.

The Blazin’ Key Cars! line
includes an array of favorites from
popular muscle cars such as the
’69 Camaro to the most current
models of Chevrolet Corvettes,
Ford Mustangs, Dodge Vipers and
Chrysler PT Cruisers, Chrysler
Prowlers plus a selection of con-
cept cars like the Pontiac GTO,
Cavalier Pro Stock and the
Chevrolet SSR, in addition to
models designed by Irwin Toy. 

The toy cars also come with
transportable play sets, including

the Blazin’ Key Cars! Jump Zone
with its adjustable double ramp,

great for taking along to a friend’s
house. There is also a Blast Zone,
Flip Zone and a large track BKC
Bridge Challenge Track Set. 

More information about the
new mini-vehicle line is available
at the Irwin Toy Web site at
www.irwintoy.com.

Pocket-Sized Mini Cars Are Setting Youngsters’ Hearts Racing

START YOUR ENGINES—Awesome street rods that race, jump and
spin get their name because a key can be inserted into the back of
the car that creates enough energy to propel the car forward.

(NAPSA)—The traditions of
choosing costumes, buying candy
and carving pumpkins make Hal-
loween a favorite holiday for many
—children and adults alike. 

According to Hallmark, October
31 is the third largest party day in
the United States, behind New
Year’s Eve and Super Bowl Sun-
day. More than 50 million Ameri-
cans—about 90 percent of families
with children up to age 12—partic-
ipate in Halloween, many by host-
ing or attending parties.

“Whether you’re planning a
party for children at school, co-
workers at the office, or family
and friends at home, getting into
the Halloween spirit is easy,” says
Sheneka Winston, Hallmark Hal-
loween expert. “You don’t have to
think up a theme, the colors are
decided, it’s simple to scare up a
menu, and goblins of all ages can
join in the fun. 

“Choose paper party products to
make the clean up just as easy,”
Winston says. “Invitations and
accessories should fit the mood of
the party and ages of the guests.”
Hallmark offers festive partyware
designs such as Pumpkin Patch
and Spooky Scooby-Doo, as well as
coordinating solid colors and
favors. “Placing snacks such as
popcorn, chips and candy in Hal-
loween dishes or gift bags around
the room will encourage guests to
mingle during the party,” she adds.

Indoor and outdoor decorating
for Halloween is growing with
more people using decorations
that can stay up throughout the
fall. The Halloween Association
reports that about 85 percent of
Americans decorate their homes
for the holiday.

“Even those who don’t dress up
in costumes want to dress up their
homes or offices, just for the fun of
the season,” Winston says.

Hallmark has more to offer this
Halloween in home décor and gifts
than ever before, including enam-
elware containers for holding

treats, decorative tea-light and
votive candle holders, metal cut-
outs for doors or windows, and
talking plush items.

The mailbox also gets its share
of attention in October. Halloween
is the eighth largest card-sending
holiday with around 24 million
cards exchanged each year, and
more than 80 percent of those are
mailed.

“Sending a card with photos of
the kids in costume is a wonderful
way to include grandparents and
other family members who live too
far away for trick or treating,”
Winston says. “Halloween is a
great time to send a card to keep
in touch with friends, too.”

Hallmark has 13 new glow-in-
the-dark Halloween cards with
frightful, funny and friendly
designs. Also new this year are
Harry Potter cards featuring the
adventures of Harry and friends—
great for Hogwarts fans. Hal-
loween Warm Wishes cards,
priced at 99 cents, and Shoebox
humorous cards may make it sim-
ple to find just the right Hal-
loween greeting.

These and more Halloween
products are available nationwide
at Hallmark Gold Crown stores
and other locations where Hall-
mark is sold.

No Tricks, Just Tips for Great 
Halloween Celebrations

(NAPSA)—“Sweetpotatoes are
amazingly versatile when it comes
to holiday baking,” notes Sue John-
son-Langdon, executive director of
the North Carolina SweetPotato
Commission. She adds, “They can
be substituted in almost any recipe
that uses potatoes, apples or
squash. And, they’ll kick the nutri-
tional value of any recipe up more
than just a few notches.” The
amazing news about North Car-
olina sweetpotatoes is that they
are available year round, so they
can be enjoyed any time.

Still think the only way to pre-
pare sweetpotatoes is swimming
in butter and smothered by
marshmallows? Think again. This
low-fat recipe won’t compromise
your waistline. Even better—it
makes enough for you to share.
Scratch a name or two off your
holiday gift list!

F o r  m o r e  r e c i p e s ,  v i s i t
www.ncsweetpotatoes.com. Or
send a business-size SASE to
North Carolina SweetPotato Com-
mission, P.O. Box 575, Dept. MR2,
Selma, NC 27576.

Amazing Spiced SweetPotato
Mini Loaves

1⁄2 cup cooked sweetpotatoes,
peeled and puréed

1 cup brown sugar, packed
1 cup apple juice

3⁄4 cup raisins
11⁄2 tablespoons vegetable oil

2 teaspoons pumpkin pie
spice

2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda

1⁄2 teaspoon baking powder
1⁄2 cup chopped walnuts

Preheat oven to 325°F. In a
large saucepan, combine first
nine ingredients. Bring to a
boil over high heat. Lower
heat and simmer for 2 min-
utes. Set aside to cool.

Sift together dry ingredi-
ents. Add to the cooled sweet-
potato mixture; stir well.
Fold in walnuts. Spoon batter

into three greased mini loaf
pans, approximately 3 x 6-
inch. Bake on lowest rack for
60 minutes or until a wooden
pick inserted into center
comes out clean. Cool in pans
for 10 minutes. Remove from
pans and cool on wire rack.
Makes three mini loaves or 18
servings.

Note: If baked in a 9 x 5 x 3-
inch loaf pan, increase baking
powder by 1⁄2 teaspoon and
increase baking time by 30
minutes.

Amazing Spiced SweetPotato Mini Loaves
You’ll Have Two To Share And One To Spare

Aside from its fantastic flavor, the amazing thing about this moist
quick bread is that it uses only 11⁄2 tablespoons of oil in the whole
recipe. Low-fat baking never tasted so good!

(NAPSA)—For some men, the “5 o’clock shadow” could have a
better sense of timing. When Gillette MACH3 asked 1,000 men the
time their “5 o’clock shadow” actually appears, 5 p.m. was not at the
top of the list. In fact, the majority of men see their “5 o’clock shadow”
after 5 p.m., while only 16 percent see it before.




