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(NAPSA)—The ability of the
United States to solve major
health challenges like Ebola or
the Enterovirus D68, or find cures
for other deadly or disabling dis-
eases like cancer or Alzheimer’s,
could depend on what you do in
the voting booth.

That’s because, when armed
with information about your can-
didates’ views, you can make vot-
ing decisions that will help de-
termine the speed of U.S. medical
progress.

Here’s where the Ask Your Can-
didates! (AYC!) initiative comes in.
Established by Research!America,
a nonprofit organization working
to make medical research a higher
national priority, the nonpartisan
Ask Your Candidates! initiative
helps voters gain insight into the
priority their candidates place on
accelerating research to combat
known illnesses or emerging
threats that devastate families or
become public health crises.

Funding Medical Research
There are two main sources of

funding for medical research, and
they are both crucial to achieving
medical progress: federal support
and private-sector investment.
Congress has significant influence
over both: 1) it determines annual
funding levels for publicly sup-
ported research at universities,
academic health centers and other
institutions, and 2) it crafts laws
affecting the return on private-
sector investment in medical
research and development.

Because few businesses can
attract investors for pre-commer-
cial science, Americans have tradi-
tionally devoted about 1 percent of
health care tax dollars to financ-
ing basic research, which paves
the way for better diagnostic tools,
treatments and cures.

Empowering Voters
Research!America and a team

of national partners are spear-
heading an initiative that encour-
ages voters to reach out to their
candidates through e-mail, Twit-
ter or Facebook and ask them to
comment on the future of medical
progress. A link on the AYC! web-
site enables voters to personalize
and send an e-mail to their candi-

dates. Voters can also view candi-
date responses on the site.

Some voters have asked about
their candidates’ support for
research to fight cancer or another
illness; others have asked broader
questions, such as:

•Where does speeding up med-
ical progress fit among your prior-
ities for Congress?

•How will you encourage inno-
vations that improve the health of
Americans?

•Does Congress do enough to
support science that leads to
treatments and cures for disabling
and deadly diseases?

•Is enough medical research
done on helping wounded warriors?

•Government investment in
medical research is dropping. Do
you think that’s right?

•Most private-sector medical
research occurs in the United
States, where it creates jobs and
exports. Should keeping it here be
a priority?

There is no “good” or “bad” ques-
tion from voters. And there is no
“right” or “wrong” response from
candidates. AYC!’s purpose isn’t to
endorse an answer or candidate;
voters and candidates alike hold a
diversity of views on the relative
importance of medical progress and
how to best achieve it.

Taking The Next Step
Whether you are a voter or a

candidate, you can visit the web-
site at www.askyourcandidates.
org to get involved. It could be
your involvement that makes a
difference.

Medical Progress For The Future

With the help of the Ask Your
Candidates! initiative, voters can
ensure that they elect candidates
that represent their family’s med-
ical needs.

(NAPSA)—If the idea of pre-
serving justice appeals to you or
someone you know, a new educa-
tional opportunity may be just
what you need.

That’s because the nation’s first
Forensic Gunshot Wound Evalua-
tion Program is now available
through the Galen Center for Pro-
fessional Development. Many
would say it’s about time. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, nearly half a million Ameri-
cans are victims of a crime
committed with firearms every
year.

The course, endorsed by the
International Association of
Forensic Nurses (IAFN), was de-
veloped by renowned forensic sci-
ence expert Dr. Bill Smock. The
IAFN is offering continuing edu-
cation credits to nurses who par-
ticipate in the program.

“In untrained hands, evidence
can be inadvertently destroyed,
lost or misinterpreted,” explained
Dr. Smock. “From this course, par-
ticipants will learn not only how
to apply clinical forensic medicine
to the evaluation of gunshot
wounds, but the importance of it
for victims of gun violence and the
communities in which they occur.”

Studies have indicated a criti-
cal need for training and educa-
tion of trauma personnel in an
effort to improve outcomes of evi-
dence collection in health care
facilities and other settings. These
misinterpretations and misclassi-
fications—often due to poor docu-
mentation or mishandling of evi-
dence—can have a devastating
domino effect in legal proceedings.

The course is designed for law
enforcement personnel and nurses,
but can be a critical resource for
emergency medicine and trauma
physicians, prosecutors, crime
scene investigators, coroners, fire-
fighters and EMTs/paramedics.
The program can help participants
develop an increased understand-
ing of the importance of recogniz-

ing and preserving evidence on
emergency room patients, deter-
mining entrance and exit wounds
and range of fire, learning the lat-
est techniques for investigating
officer-involved shootings, and
understanding wound ballistics
and wound patterns.

Participants will be better able
to recognize evidence and work in
conjunction with law enforcement
officials.

“This expertise is imperative
not only to preserve the judicial
integrity of evidence to save hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in
the legal systems of our cities and
states, but in the delivery of jus-
tice,” said Dr. Smock.

Called Clinical Forensic Evalua-
tion of Gunshot Wounds, the
course offers a unique 40-hour edu-
cational experience in two parts: a
24-hour self-paced online course
and a two-day lab practicum at the
Galen College of Nursing’s state-of-
the-art, high-fidelity simulation
center in Kentucky. Together, they
cover evidence recognition, collec-
tion and preservation protocols,
wound documentation, shell casing
and bullet comparisons, exit and
entrance wound examination, tra-
jectory determination, gunshot
wounds in domestic violence and
more.

Learn more at www.galencen
terpd.com.

Learn To Understand Gunshot Wound Evidence

At a new kind of forensics course,
nurses, law enforcement person-
nel and others can learn about gun-
shot wounds and proper evidence
collection.

Soak Your Way To
Wellness

(NAPSA)—A growing number
of people are now using a hot tub
as part of their personal wellness
routine. They find the time they
spend in warm water can soothe
sore muscles, relieve stress and
help them enjoy a better night’s
sleep.

This focus on personal wellness
represents something of a change.
Once primarily a location for
socialization, hot tubs and spas
have become personal sanctuaries.

Much like the blender was orig-
inally a tool to make margaritas
and daiquiris, evolving into a
wellness appliance for making
healthy smoothies, today’s hot tub
has undergone a similar metamor-
phosis, becoming a private well-
ness sanctuary used throughout
the year.

While any time of year is a
great time for a soak in a hot tub,
some say the fall is the best, since
it gives you a chance to enjoy the
combination of warm water and
cool air.

A Wellness Appliance
There are a number of well-

ness-related benefits that make
owning a hot tub and incorporat-
ing it into your daily routine a
smart decision:

•Reduce stress
•Rejuvenate the body and

mind
•Increase circulation
•Improve sleep.
One of the most popular brands

is Hot Spring. In existence for
more than 35 years, this industry
leader is the only company to have
sold more than 1 million hot tubs.

High-performance Hot Spring
features include:

•Exclusive to Hot Spring spas,
the ACE® Salt Water System—The
combination of salt and water
automatically generates cleaners,
allowing owners to spend less time
on water maintenance

•The unique Moto-Massage®

for a sweeping massage up and
down your back

•Industry-leading warranties
on parts, heater, cabinetry and
shell

•The new NXT line sets a
higher design standard, with a
sleek exterior that appears to float
above the ground.

To learn more, visit www.hot
spring.com or call (800) 999-4688.

***
A billion here, a billion there,
and pretty soon you are talking
big money.

—Everett M. Dirksen
***

***
Don’t let a man put anything
over on you except an umbrella.

—Mae West
***

(NAPSA)—According to PetSmart
Charities 2014 U.S. Shelter Pet
Report, most of those polled under-
estimate the number of pets eutha-
nized annually in the United States.
Experts say approximately 4 mil-
lion pets are euthanized every year—
or 11,000 pets daily. To learn more,
visit www.pet smartcharities.org.

* * *
When it comes to cybersecurity,

a few basic steps can go a long
way, said Ron Woerner, director of
Bellevue University’s cybersecu-
rity programs. For information on
turning an interest in cybersecu-
rity into a career, visit www.belle
vue.edu/ cybersecurity, call (800)
756-7920 or follow on Twitter
@BellevueU.

* * *
At the Kennedy Space Center

Visitor Complex in Florida, you can
see the historic Atlantis spacecraft, a
Saturn V moon rocket, IMAX 3-D
space films, the U.S. Astronaut Hall
of Fame and tour Kennedy Space
Center. Learn more at (855) 378-0167
and www.KennedySpace Center.com.

* * *
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

ranked as the overall favorite Hal-
loween candy in 2013 among U.S.
consumers, according to a survey
by ORC International.

* * *
For information about how you

can take advantage of scholarship,
grant and financial aid opportuni-
ties to fund your college career,
visit Bellevue University at www.
bellevue.edu/financial-services or
call (800) 756-7920. You can also
follow the school on Twitter
@BellevueU.

* * *
Thanks to PepsiCo’s program

called Recycle Rally, nearly half a
million students at 900 schools
across the U.S. have recycled
approximately 45 million bottles
and cans. The program teaches stu-
dents how to live more sustainably.
To learn more, visit www.pepsico
recycling.com/Programs/Recycle
Rally.

Mycophobia is the fear of mushrooms, while lachanophobia is the
fear of vegetables.

Tonsurphobia is the fear of haircuts.




