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(NAPSA)—Smart sailors know
that any time can be the right
time to get your boat in “ship-
shape” condition. Equipment
inspection, inventory and repair
are all necessary preparations to
ensure safe sailing. Another item
that should be on every boater’s
checklist is updating paper and
electronic navigation charts.
The Alliance for Safe Naviga-

tion (ASN) suggests that updated
paper charts—coupled with up-
dated electronic charts—are the
best approach to safe navigation.
Unfortunately, using old charts

can lead to expensive collisions and
groundings. According to recent
ASN research, 25 percent of
boaters reported running aground
in the past five years. Statistics
published by the U.S. Coast Guard
indicate that groundings and colli-
sions with fixed and submerged
objects caused nearly $11 million
in property damage in 2011. And
that’s just from reported incidents.
Industry experts say the actual
number is much higher.

Seas of Change
In 2011, record flooding affect-

ed many waterways, while in
2012, the same channels experi-
enced serious droughts. No matter
the conditions, boaters must con-
tend with things like underwater
hazards, shifting sandbars and
changes to NavAids, not to men-
tion rising and falling tides that
can affect safe clearance above
and below the waterline.
Navigating with up-to-date

charts is often the only way
boaters can stay aware of changes
and plan for them.
Keeping Up with Change
Great strides have been made

to gather changes to our water-
ways and make them available to
the boating public.

Electronic chart producers
have implemented a variety of
ways for boaters to receive up-
dated information. For example,
most digital chart manufacturers
offer inexpensive updates either
annually or semiannually by pro-
viding replacement chart cards,
dealer-direct updating while you
wait, or downloads directly from
the manufacturer’s website.
Boaters who believe that their

older electronic charts are “close
enough” would be wise to consider
recent statistics. The latest fall
2012 release of Jeppesen’s C-MAP
MAX cartography included thou-
sands of NTM changes—the new-
est chart for the U.S. East Coast
and Bahamas required more than
8,000 updates alone.
An Ounce of Prevention
Up-to-date navigation charts—

and the confidence that comes
with them—should be an essential
item on every boater’s checklist.
Accurate charts, when used cor-
rectly, help keep boaters in the
channel and away from dangers.
The Alliance for Safe Naviga-

tion consists of industry leaders
sharing a commitment to boating
safety.
To learn more, visit www.alli

anceforsafenavigation.org.

To Be Boat Smart, Be Sure To UpdateYour Charts

Savvy sailors know that using old
charts can lead to expensive col-
lisions and groundings.

(NAPSA)—For many people born
elsewhere, moving to the U.S. rep-
resents an opportunity for a new
life. For young men, this opportu-
nity comes with an obligation.
When a young man turns 18, he

is required by law to register with
the Selective Service System. It’s
important to note that this law
applies to almost all male U.S. cit-
izens and male aliens living in the
U.S. who are 18 through 25.
Noncitizens Must Register
The obligation for young men

to register with the Selective Ser-
vice upon turning 18 also applies
to illegal aliens, legal immigrant
residents and refugees. The gen-
eral rule is that if a male nonciti-
zen takes up residency in the U.S.
before his 26th birthday, he must
register.
Noncitizens who are in the U.S.

on student or visitor visas, and
men who are part of a diplomatic
or trade mission and their fami-
lies, are not required to register
with Selective Service.
The Selective Service does

not collect any information that
would indicate a man’s immigra-
tion status. Dual nationals of
the U.S. and another country
are required to register, regard-
less of where they live, because
they are U.S. nationals.
Penalties For Not Registering
A man who fails to register

may, if prosecuted and convicted,
face a fine of up to $250,000
and/or a prison term of up to five
years.
Those who fail to register with

Selective Service before turning
age 26 may also find that some
doors are permanently closed to
them. For example:
• Registration with the Selec-

tive Service is a requirement for
U.S. citizenship if the man first
immigrated to the U.S. before his
26th birthday.
• Men who should register and

don’t will not qualify for federal
student loans or grant programs.
This includes Pell Grants, College
Work Study, Guaranteed Stu-
dent/PLUS Loans and National
Direct Student Loans.
• Federal job training pro-

grams under the Workforce
Investment Act are only open to
those men who register with
Selective Service.
• A man must be registered to

be eligible for jobs in the federal
government and the U.S. Postal
Service.
• Some states require proof of

registration to get a driver ’s
license.
Fortunately, registration has

been made increasingly conve-
nient. Go to a U.S. post office and
pick up a Selective Service regis-
tration card or register online at
www.sss.gov.
To learn more, call toll free

(888) 655-1825.

Citizenship And Selective Service Registration
Diamonds:

A Responsible Approach
(NAPSA)—There’s good news for

those who want to make sure the
diamond they give came to the mar-
ketplace in a responsible manner.
The diamond industry has

taken a number of steps to ensure
that business, social and environ-
mental standards are adhered to
by companies that mine and sell
these precious stones.

For example, one of the best-
known names in the industry
employs what it calls a Pipeline
Integrity Standard that allows it to
track each stone—from the mine to
the display case.
The Forevermark responsible

sourcing standards apply through-
out the entire journey of a dia-
mond, ensuring that it can be
owned and worn with pride.
For instance, when it comes to

identifying a country of origin for its
diamond buying, countries are
selected based on a number of vari-
ables, including a positive and
proven human rights record, a sta-
ble political climate and an accept-
able socioeconomic situation.
Once a country has been deter-

mined eligible, Forevermark then
examines individual diamondmining
companies. It will look into the opera-
tions of each producer and key areas
of its management, such as safety
and security.
By maintaining its Pipeline

Integrity Standard, Forevermark
knows its diamonds are kept sepa-
rate and are easily identifiable from
all other diamonds throughout the
supply chain.
To learn more, visit www.

ForevermarkDiamond.com.

It’s now possible to track diamonds
from the mine to the display case.

(NAPSA)—Before you buy a
used car, make sure the odometer
has not been rolled back. Get a
free Carfax Odometer Check at
www.carfax.com/odo. The com-
pany provides trusted information
that helps millions buy and sell
cars with confidence.

* * *
A total fuel system cleaner,

Max-Clean by premium synthetic
lubricant manufacturer Royal Pur-
ple can clean fuel lines and injec-
tors, restore fuel economy and
reduce both engine buildup and
tailpipe emissions. For further
advice and information, visit
www.royalpurpleconsumer.com.

Upon occasion, a horse’s shoes were put on backwards to mislead a
pursuing enemy. It was used in the 11th century by King Alfonso in
his escape fromToledo, Spain.

A pound of potato chips can cost up to 200 times more than a pound
of the potatoes that were used to make them.

(NAPSA)—A certification pro-
gram that helps e-recyclers pro-
tect privacy and the environment
is available. When you retire your
electronics, seek responsible recy-
clers with industry certification.
Learn more at www.isri.org/
certifyme.

* * *
There is a national campaign

that offers qualified individuals
access to free tax services online or
in person at a community center or
with the help of a nonprofit part-
ner. It’s called www.myfreetaxes.
com and it’s supported by the Wal-
mart Foundation.

* * *
Toxicologists are scientists who

determine the difference between
what might cause an adverse health
effect and what might only be asso-
ciated with it. You can learn more
from the experts at the Society of
Toxicology at www.toxicology.org and
(703) 438-3115.

* * *
The Retirement Savings Contri-

butions Credit, also known as the

Saver’s Credit, is a little-known tax
credit made available by the IRS to
low- to moderate-income workers
that could make saving for retire-
ment more affordable than you
think, say experts at the Trans-
america Center for Retirement
Studies®. For more information,
visit www.transamericacenter.org.




