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(NAPSA)—Advanced technology
helps increase patient safety and
security in a handy way. Patients at
NYU Langone Medical Center can
now register for health care services
by simply scanning their hands
using a new vein recognition tech-
nology. This can minimize the need
for them to publicly share personal
information, such as Social Security
or driver’s license numbers.
The palm scanner uses a safe,

near-infrared light to read the
palm’s vein pattern, which is 100
times less likely to be duplicated
than fingerprints. The digital palm
image is then converted into a
unique patient identifier that
interfaces with the medical cen-
ter’s electronic health record sys-
tem and securely links to the
patient’s electronic health record.
At each visit, a patient simply
places his or her hand on a small
black box to automatically register.
“PatientSecure provides a safe,

secure, easy and fast way for
patients to register for care. It not
only protects privacy and en-
hances quality but transforms the
patient experience,” said Bernard
A. Birnbaum, M.D., senior vice
president and vice dean, chief of
hospital operations.
According to Dr. Birnbaum, it

is common for patients at a large
urban medical center to share the
same first and last names. For
instance, at NYU Langone alone,
two or more patients share the
same name more than 125,000
times. The new technology signifi-
cantly reduces the chances of
misidentification.
The palm scanner also provides

enhanced protection against med-
ical identity theft. The number of
medical identity thefts more than
doubled in a year, with more than
275,000 cases reported, and ex-
perts expect the problem to
worsen. In addition to unexpected

medical expenses, medical iden-
tity theft can result in altered per-
sonal medical and health insur-
ance records information such as
blood type, history of drug or alco-
hol abuse, and test results. This
could mean inappropriate treat-
ment, injury, illness, even death.
Additionally, quick identification

in time-sensitive situations can
lead to faster treatment and better
outcomes. If a patient without iden-
tification arrives at the medical
center unconscious or unable to
communicate, a quick palm scan
can immediately identify him or
her and the medical professionals
can be alerted to crucial informa-
tion, including medical history,
allergies and current medications.
According to NYU Langone

patient Michael Baldwin, 55,
“PatientSecure makes my doctor’s
visit faster and keeps my personal
information secure. This technol-
ogy makes you feel like a VIP. You
just put your palm on the scanner
and you’re done registering at
your doctor’s office—no clipboard,
no hassle of paperwork to check
in, plus, it’s absolutely secure.”
You can learn more at

www.med.nyu.edu and (212) 263-
7300.

Patient Identification Secure “In The Palm OfYour Hand”

A palm scanner helps one hospi-
tal keep patient records safe and
secure.
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(NAPSA)—Good news for any-
one concerned about protecting
their financial assets and their
own good name: The Red Flags
Rule is now the law. It requires
businesses to create a written
identity theft prevention program.
Under the Red Flags Rule, a

business defined as a “creditor”
must have written policies in
place to spot the “red flags” of
identity theft. An acceptable iden-
tity theft prevention plan must

have procedures in
place to detect, pre-
vent and mitigate
identity theft. The
plan must include
training employees
and subcontractors
and periodically re-
evaluating new
security risks. To

mitigate identity theft, a strong
plan should also include a proac-
tive protection solution to cover
the affected individuals.
Credit monitoring is not

enough. The types of crimes that
consumers face today are not as
simple to clean up as closing a
credit card. Whether personal
information is used to commit
other crimes, clean out bank
accounts, file false tax returns,
steal home equity or obtain utili-
ties, employment, government and
medical benefits, the crime can fol-
low consumers for years to come.
Although the law was designed

to protect consumers, as CFO
magazine points out, identity
theft costs businesses big bucks,
too.
The Red Flags Rule would

seem amenable to all , but it
wasn’t quite that easy. As origi-
nally drafted, it required any busi-
ness to comply if it extended
credit. Insurance and medical
industries, among others, argued
that the Rule would be overly bur-
densome to small businesses.
The Red Flags Rule as finally

implemented has a much nar-
rower definition. According to the
FTC, creditors must meet one of
three criteria. They must:
•Obtain or use consumer re-

ports in connection with a credit
transaction;
•Furnish information to con-

sumer-reporting agencies in con-
nection with a credit transaction; or
•Advance funds to—or on

behalf of—someone, except for
funds for expenses incidental to a
service provided by the creditor to
that person.
In other words, your dentist

who bills you after a root canal or
your wireless phone carrier that
sends you a monthly statement

are not “creditors” for the pur-
poses of this law but a car dealer’s
finance office would be.
What I don’t understand is why

any business would put on blind-
ers about the effect that data theft
crimes could have on it. We hear
constantly about losses brought by
massive cyber-attacks and data
breaches at multinational compa-
nies and the millions of consumers
affected. We may not hear about
what happens when a school or
small business discovers a corrupt
employee is selling other people’s
Social Security numbers or when a
hospital employee sells patients’
medical or financial records to an
identity theft ring. Wouldn’t a
business owner prefer to develop a
plan to detect identity theft risks
than deal with police, potential
lawsuits, negative publicity and
angry victims after a breach
occurs?
Even with the law in place,

however, thieves can get ahold of
your personal information from
trash cans, dumpsters, stolen
mail, even shoulder surfing.
That’s why to safeguard their per-
sonal information from the risk of
misuse, many people are looking
into LifeLock identity theft protec-
tion, a proactive defense system
that monitors your identity and
alerts you to potential dangers.
Learn more at www.lifelock.com
and (800) 543-3562.

• Ms. Richardson, certified
identity theft risk management
specialist, is a member of the
National Association of Consumer
Advocates and the American Con-
sumer Credit Education Support
Services, and author of “Give Me
Back My Credit!”

Rallying In Support OfThe Red Flags Rule IdentityTheft Prevention Program

A new law requires many compa-
nies that issue credit to create a
plan to prevent identity theft.
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(NAPSA)—If you or anyone
you care about is among the
more than 4,000 people who are
diagnosed with cancer every
day, you may be rel ieved to
know a groundbreaking cancer
treatment with no side effects is
on the horizon.
It started when John Kanzius,

an engineer and leukemia victim,
developed the idea of treating can-
cer using radiowaves and targeted
metal nanoparticles. Kanzius
designed a basic radiowave-gener-
ating machine to prove his theory
that cancer could be treated and
cancer cells destroyed without any
damage to surrounding healthy
cells, without any harmful side
effects and without the need for
drugs or surgery.
The Test—Best for the Wurst
That’s where the hot dog came

in. Kanzius was able to demon-
strate his research by injecting the
frankfurter with copper sulfate
and placing it in his radiowave
machine. As he exposed the hot
dog to radiowaves (already proven
to be safe for human exposure), the
temperature rose solely where the
metal solution was in the wiener
and nowhere else. The test con-
firmed that metal attracted these
radiowaves and could potentially
kill cancer cells with no harmful
effects on humans. Many call this
“the world’s most promising cancer
treatment.”

The Research Continues
While Kanzius died of his con-

dition before his idea could be put
into practice, the Kanzius Cancer
Research Foundation (KCRF)
continues to support ongoing

research at some of the world’s
premier cancer research institu-
tions, including The University of
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter in Houston and the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh Medical Center
(UPMC), and collaborates with
research conducted at University
of California at Davis.
Dr. Steven Curley, cancer

researcher at MD Anderson,
recently validated the effective-
ness of the Kanzius Noninvasive
Radiowave Cancer Treatment in
killing human pancreatic cancer.
He found that pancreatic cancer
cells—even large ones—were
destroyed with no injury to the
surrounding tissue and with no
side effects, illnesses or behav-
ioral changes in the subjects.
“These experiments demon-

strate that the Kanzius Nonin-
vasive Radiowave Cancer Treat-
ment controls pancreatic cancer
cel ls without any damage to
nearby cells or normal tissues
and organs,” Dr. Curley said.
“We still have a lot of work to
do, but this is an important
proof of principle.”

Learn More
For further information about

this research, and how you can
help raise research awareness and
funds, visit www.Kanzius.org or
call (814) 480-5776.

How A Hot Dog Helped Create A CancerTreatment

Researching the world’s most
promising cancer treatment.

(NAPSA)—An exciting and
fast-growing hobby enjoyed by
millions worldwide could be your
route to learning more about your-
self and your family.
Tracing back your family his-

tory as far as possible into the
past and finding new living rela-
tives in the present can be a
rewarding experience, introducing
you to family members you never
knew and helping you learn about
your ancestors and what they may
mean to you today.
To help you on this journey, the

most popular family network on
the Web, www.myheritage.com,
has a new and free advanced tech-
nology that can automatically dis-
cover long-lost relatives and ances-
tors. Called Smart Matching, it’s a
unique search technology that dis-
covers matches between the people
in your family tree and more than
800 million people in 19 million
other family trees around the
world. Smart Matching can help
everyone, from beginners to ad-
vanced genealogists.
The technology is sophisticated

enough to overcome differences in
spelling, phonetics and relation-
ships that may exist between the
trees. You can confirm or reject
any matches and discuss them
with family members. It works in
real time as you enter new infor-
mation and you will be notified by
e-mail of new discoveries made by
the system. The site’s huge global
reach and support of 38 languages
help you find and reunite with

family members all around the
world.
For example, David Greenberg,

a myheritage.com user from Buf-
falo, N.Y., had been exploring his
family history for over 40 years
when a Smart Match reunited him
with his long-lost cousin, whom he
believed had perished during
World War II. Another user, Jeff
Ausmus from Michigan, built his
family tree and through a Smart
Match discovered that one of his
friends from high school was, in
fact, his cousin.

Learn More
All it takes is a quick visit to

myheritage.com to begin building
your family tree online for free—
then sit back and let Smart Match-
ing discover relatives for you. The
site also helps you keep in touch
with family and preserve special
family photos and memories. The
site is free of ads and spyware and
all data is private and secure.

Bridging The Past To The Present

(NAPSA)—It’s important to find
the resources that help keep your
finances on track. For example,
Chase SlateSM with Blueprint® offers
features that help shoppers track
and manage their spending and
pay down balances faster so they
can save money on interest. Learn
more at www.chase.com/slate.

* * *
Home care can involve a variety

of services. To understand what kind
of care is best for your aging par-
ents, you may want to turn to a pro-
fessional. To help, Interim Health
Care has developed a self-assess-
ment test. To learn more, visit www.
independentlivingassessment.com.

* * *
At Votocracy, a new social media

site, anyone can toss a hat into the
presidential ring for as little as $1.
For a look at what many are calling
the future of politics via social media,
visit www.Votocracy.com.
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