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by Amy Ridenour
(NAPSA)—With a payoff worth

billions at stake, Enron Corpora-
tion laid out millions in a thinly
veiled bid to win ratification of the
Kyoto global warming treaty.

The Houston energy conglom-
erate hoped to cash in on Kyoto by
masterminding a worldwide trad-
ing network in which major indus-
tries could buy and sell credits to
emit carbon dioxide, which envi-
ronmentalists believe contributes
to global warming. 

Enron appeared
to be on the verge of
success when Vice
President Al Gore
signed the Kyoto
treaty in November
1998. The treaty

required the U.S. to reduce CO2
emissions by seven percent from
1990 levels.

The Clinton Administration’s
interest in fighting global warm-
ing meshed with Enron’s dream of
huge profits from related invest-
ments. Kyoto ratification would
have forced the U.S. to switch
from coal-fired power plants to
ones fueled by cleaner-burning
natural gas. The trading surge in
emission credits would have fun-
neled cash to Enron.

The plan got derailed when the
Senate examined the potential

economic impact of a global warm-
ing treaty; it voted 95 to zero to
urge the White House not to send
it any treaty that would harm the
economy.

Studies by impartial third par-
ties show why: The Energy Infor-
mation Administration, the offi-
cial forecasting arm of the Energy
Department, found that meeting
the Kyoto limits would increase
gasoline prices by 52 percent and
electricity prices by 86 percent,
and decrease GDP by 4.2 percent. 

A study by Dr. Stephen Brown,
Senior Economist of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Texas, found that
under a best-case scenario, reduc-
ing CO2 emissions seven percent
below 1990 levels would represent
a loss of between three to 4.3 per-
cent of U.S. GDP. That’s $921 to
$1,320 per person and $3,684 to
$5,280 for a family of four. Under a
worst-case scenario, Kyoto would
cost the average family of four
$6,400 a year. 

When it became apparent that
Kyoto had little chance of Senate
approval, Enron began seeking
ways to implement its provisions
through backdoor means. 

CEO Kenneth Lay signed
Enron onto the Business Environ-
mental Leadership Council of the
Pew Center for Global Climate
Change, a left-leaning think-tank.

The Pew Center has waged an
expensive propaganda campaign
to convince journalists that global
warming is a dire threat.

Enron also joined two far-left
environmental groups—the Union
of Concerned Scientists and the
Natural Resources Defense Council
—in calling for new curbs on emit-
ting CO2 into the atmosphere. 

Enron’s intricate involvement
in a national global warming cam-
paign raises questions: 

• How much of the campaign
was financed by Enron money?
Did the company violate federal
election and lobbying laws?

• How duplicitous were the
environmental groups that joined
Enron in its crusade for Kyoto?
Did these organizations finan-
cially benefit from their strange
bedfellow alliance with a giant
energy company?

• Did any government officials
violate campaign or fraud laws by
accepting gifts, gratuities or future
high-level positions in return for
supporting the company?

The public deserves complete
and comprehensive answers to
those questions, no matter whose
illusions are shattered. 

Amy Ridenour is President of
the National Center for Policy
Analysis, a nonpartisan think-
tank in the nation’s capital.
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(NAPSA)—Making guacamole is
easier than most people think. Just
mash ripe Mexican avocados, add a
few tasty ingredients, and you have
a super snack or party food to scoop
up with tortilla chips or cut-up veg-
etables. But why stop there? The
same zesty dip can add sunny Mex-
ican flavor to other everyday foods.

Spread guacamole on a burger
or sandwich. Top a bowl of chili or
soup with a spoonful. Make a quick
salad by spooning guacamole into a
lettuce leaf “cup.” Or, spritz grilled
chicken or fish with lime juice and
garnish with guacamole. 

Mexican Hass avocados—the
black, pebbly-skinned kind—have
the luscious flavor that’s needed
for guacamole. When an avocado
yields to gentle pressure, it ’s
ready for mashing.

CLASSIC MEXICAN-STYLE
GUACAMOLE

1 fully ripened Mexican
avocado, halved, pitted and
peeled

1 plum tomato, seeded and
chopped (about 1⁄2 cup)

1 tablespoon minced onion
1 teaspoon minced jalapeño

pepper 
1⁄4 teaspoon salt 

In a small bowl, mash avo-
cado with a fork or potato
masher until it’s still slightly
chunky. Stir in tomato, onion,
jalapeño and salt. If desired,
add 1 tablespoon each chopped
cilantro and lime juice, or 1⁄2
teaspoon minced garlic.

YIELD: about 3⁄4 cup

SPEEDY GUACAMOLE

1 fully ripened Mexican
avocado, halved, pitted and
peeled 

1⁄4 cup prepared salsa 
1 tablespoon lime juice

In a small bowl, mash avo-
cado with a fork or potato
masher until it’s still slightly
chunky. Stir in salsa and lime
juice. If desired, add 2 table-
spoons bacon bits or 1⁄4 cup
chopped black olives.

YIELD: about 1 cup

For more recipes and serving
ideas, send a stamped, self-ad-
dressed, business-sized envelope to:
Mexican Avocado Recipes, Lewis &
Neale, 49 East 21st Street, New
York, NY 10010.

Guacamole: Easy to Enjoy Any Time

At party or snack time, gather around the guacamole bowl.

(NAPSA)—Organic foods are
grown and produced without the
use of hormones, pesticides and
synthetic fertilizers. Walnut Acres,
an organic food company, educates
consumers on the benefits of certi-
fied organics. New Walnut Acres
ready-to-serve, certified organic
soups offer convenience and
healthy flavor with a twist. Wal-
nut Acres also offers certified
organic salsas, certified organic
fruit juices and certified organic
pasta sauces. To learn more about
certified organic products, the
benefits of certified organic foods
and a new USDA Organic Pro-
gram that will change labeling
requirements for organic foods,
visit www.walnutacres.com.

Computer Associates (CA)
eTrust EZ Armor is a security
solution for businesses that rep-
resents a new standard in data
protection. The software com-

bines a personal firewall to secure
against hackers and unwanted
visitors with an antivirus and e-
mail screening technology that
protects against viruses, worms,
zombies and Trojan horses. eTrust
EZ Armor also protects computers
from the receipt of destructive e-
mails that could damage your
files. To learn more about security
solutions for home/small office
computer users, visit the Web site
at www.my-etrust.com.

(NAPSA)—Life can change in a
moment. Just ask Patricia Mur-
ray. Her life changed forever when
she was told she had the life-
threatening disease leukemia.

“It was the darkest and tough-
est time of my life,” Murray said. “I
was a single mother with two kids.
My youngest daughter was still in
high school. I couldn’t believe the
diagnosis at first.” A second opin-
ion confirmed the diagnosis. After
trying other treatment options in
hopes of curing the leukemia, Mur-
ray’s doctors realized that her only
chance for survival would be a
marrow or blood stem cell trans-
plant. The transplant would
require matching certain tissue
traits of the donor and patient.
Because the characteristics that
determine whether a donor and
patient match are inherited, Mur-
ray ’s best chance of finding a
matched donor was from another
African American. Her family
could not provide a suitable match,
however. Her last hope was a
donor not related to her. A search
of the National Marrow Donor Pro-
gram® (NMDP) Registry revealed a
donor.

“When I was told they had
found me a donor, I was ecstatic.
My prayers were answered,” Mur-
ray said. She had her transplant
in June 1999 and is now leading a
healthy life. “When the marrow
arrived at the hospital and it was
transfused into my body, I
watched as it slowly seeped into
my system. It represented the rest
of my life. Nobody would know,
looking at me today, that I was
ever sick,” Murray said. “My
donor saved my life. She gave my
kids their mother back. If it

weren’t for my donor, I may not be
here today,” Murray said.

Although Murray’s battle with
leukemia was a tough fight for her,
the experience has transformed
her. “I value life much more. I don’t
take anything for granted any-
more,” she said. Murray hopes to
meet her donor some day to thank
her in person for her gift of life.

Helping someone in need was
what Althea Hinton, Murray ’s
donor, wanted to do. “Donating
marrow was an opportunity for
me to save someone’s life. I would
do it again in a heartbeat,” Hinton
said. “It could have been a family
member who needed help. If you
would help a family member, why
not help others who are also in
need? I encourage everyone to
become donors because they could
save someone’s life.”

The NMDP salutes and thanks
African-American heroes, such as
Hinton, who help patients find

hope for survival of a life-threaten-
ing disease such as leukemia.
Together, African-American donors
across the country and the NMDP
make history each day. The NMDP
is appealing to African Americans
to become potential volunteers on
the NMDP Registry. Although more
African American patients are find-
ing donors for their transplants,
they are still less likely than Cau-
casians to identify a matched
donor. More African Americans are
needed as volunteer donors, so oth-
ers can have a second chance at
life. “I am living proof a transplant
works and why African Americans
need to join the Registry,” Murray
said.

Created in 1986, the Minneapo-
lis-based NMDP facilitates unre-
lated marrow and blood stem cell
transplants for the treatment of
leukemia and more than 70 other
diseases through an extensive net-
work of national and international
partners. It recruits committed
donors, maintains the largest and
most diverse registry of potential
volunteer donors in the world and
offers patient services. At least 140
patients receive stem cell trans-
plants through the NMDP each
month. The NMDP’s Registry con-
tains more than 4.5 million volun-
teers and is the only one that
searches all three sources of stem
cells available: marrow, peripheral
blood and umbilical cord blood. By
the end of 2001, the NMDP facili-
tated more than 13,000 trans-
plants throughout the world.

For more information about the
NMDP, how to become a donor or
marrow and blood stem cell trans-
plantation, call 1-800-MARROW-2
or log onto www.marrow.org.

African Americans Give The Gift Of Life

✁
Note to Editors: Although February is Black History Month, this article is good to use at any time.

Thanks to a bone marrow
transplant, Patricia Murray con-
tinues to live a healthy life
despite a diagnosis of leukemia.




