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(NAPSA)—Science teachers and
the U.S. Army are on a mission.
Their joint objective is to promote
student achievement in STEM
subjects—science, technology,
engineering and math.

An online collaborative learn-
ing competition called eCYBER-
MISSION—is designed to inspire
student interest in STEM by
encouraging students in grades
six through nine to develop solu-
tions to real-world challenges in
their communities.

Solutions to Real Problems
Through the program, man-

aged by the National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA),
teams of three to four students
are asked to identify an issue in
their community related to one of
seven mission challenges.

According to Dr. Gerry
Wheeler, interim executive direc-
tor, NSTA, the competition en-
courages students to be resource-
ful and to think critically while
pursuing real solutions to real-
world challenges.

After selecting a mission chal-
lenge, teams—under the guidance
of a team adviser—apply the sci-
entific method/inquiry or engi-
neering design process to propose
a solution. Each team then sub-
mits a mission folder, the official
write-up of its project, via the pro-
gram’s website.

A panel of virtual judges evalu-
ates and scores the mission folders
on the basis of several criteria to
identify state winning teams. The
state winning teams then move on
to the regional competition, where
they compete with other teams in
their grade across the region for
an all-expenses-paid trip to the
National Judging and Educational
Event, taking place June 2013.

Teams have the opportunity to
win state, regional and national

awards and the students on the
four national winning teams can
receive up to $8,000 in U.S. EE
Savings Bonds, valued at maturity.

Promoting Interest in STEM
Mr. Dale Ormond, the director of

the U.S. Army Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Command
(RDECOM), said, “Our nation
relies more and more on advances
in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics to solve real-
world problems and ensure our
national security. We encourage
students to take an active role in
their STEM education, and we
hope they will continue to find that
eCYBERMISSION is a fun and effec-
tive way to do that.”

The eCYBERMISSION competition
is part of the Army Educational
Outreach Program (AEOP). The
AEOP is comprised of Army-spon-
sored research, education competi-
tions, internships and practical
experiences designed to engage and
guide students and teachers in
STEM education.

Registration for the 2012–2013
competition is now open. To learn
more about the program and to reg-
ister, visit www.ecybermission.com
or call (866) GO-CYBER (462-
9 2 3 7 ) o r s e n d a n e - m a i l t o
missioncontrol@ecybermission.com.

Program Steers Students Toward STEM Subjects

An online learning program is
encouraging students in grades
six through nine to develop solu-
tions to real-world challenges in
their communities.

(NAPSA)—This Halloween, the
Tooth Fairy will have unlikely
allies: a horde of humorous, fam-
ily-friendly undead creatures ded-
icated to eradicating the dreaded
“zombie mouth” syndrome.

To help raise awareness of oral
health among children and their
parents during Halloween, the
American Dental Association
(ADA), the leading source of oral
health–related information, and
video game developer PopCap
Games have kicked off “Stop Zom-
bie Mouth,” a program featuring
the G-rated hit video game,
“Plants vs. Zombies.”

The “Stop Zombie Mouth” cam-
paign features coupons for free
copies of the award-winning game
as a tooth-friendly alternative to
candy for Halloween. PopCap will
give away millions of copies of the
game along with more than a mil-
lion free packs of game-inspired
trading cards and other themed
items. The trading cards will fea-
ture dozens of the game’s beloved
“fundead” icons and will have tips
for kids to help keep their teeth
healthy during the sugary holiday.

Parents and other adults who
host trick-or-treating children on
Halloween can pick up free game
coupons (redeemable for the full
PC/Mac edition of “Plants vs.
Zombies”) from participating ADA
member dentists or by download-
ing them directly from
www.stopzombiemouth.com.

What Dentists Say
Dentists agree that sugar can

lead to a serious increase in cavi-
ties amongst children.

“Tooth decay results in more
than 51 million hours of missed
school each year. Diet plays an
important role in oral health: Too
much sugar can lead to cavities
down the road,” explained Dr.
William Calnon, president of the
ADA.

“Tooth decay in children is
almost entirely preventable,”
added Dr. Jonathan Shenkin,

ADA spokesperson on pediatric
dentistry. “Brushing twice a day
with fluoride toothpaste and eat-
ing a balanced diet can lead to
improved oral health and
improved overall health. Working
collaboratively, we can educate
whole families in a fun way about
the importance of proper oral
health behaviors.”

Plants vs. Zombies
From November 1 through

November 10, kids will be able to
redeem the coupons for free copies
of “Plants vs. Zombies.” In the
family-friendly game, wacky zom-
bies are invading the player’s yard
and the only defense is an arsenal
of zombie-zapping plants like
peashooters and cherry bombs.
The game is easy to learn, but
tough to master and never the
same twice. Parents will agree:
Halloween was never like this
when they were kids!

Learn More
You can find further facts about

the game and the campaign at
www.stopzombiemouth.com. For
oral health information, visit
www.MouthHealthy.org.

“Stop Zombie Mouth” Keeps Cavities From
Having A Ghost Of A Chance

This Halloween, you can get in on
a fun, health-oriented campaign
to replace candy with something
kids will love even more: free
video games.

Be Aware In Care
(NAPSA)—If you or someone

you care about is among the esti-
mated 1 million Americans with
Parkinson’s disease, a little know-
ledge can be a lifesaving thing.

The problem is, research
shows, people with Parkinson’s
are admitted to the hospital 50
percent more than their peers and
three out of four don’t get their
medications on time while they’re
there. Furthermore, the National
Parkinson Foundation (NPF)
found that the vast majority of
hospital staff doesn’t know which
drugs are unsafe for Parkinson’s
patients.

Fortunately, you can change
these odds. When Parkinson’s is
well controlled—you get your med-
ication on time, you receive consis-
tently good medical care and you’re
an active participant in your treat-
ment team—you’re more likely to
stay well. This lowers your chance
of being hospitalized and improves
your ability to recover quickly from
illness or surgery.

That’s why NPF launched the
Aware in Care campaign. It aims
to make sure every person with
Parkinson’s gets the very best
care possible during a hospital
visit. NPF provides free resources,
including a Hospital Action Plan
to help people prepare for a hospi-
tal visit, whether it is planned or
an emergency.

For more information about the
Aware in Care campaign and to
download your free copy of the
Hospital Action Plan, visit
www.awareincare.org or call
NPF’s toll-free Helpline, (800)
4PD-INFO (473-4636), Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(ET).

NPF’s free Hospital Action Plan
can make a hospital stay shorter
and safer for people with Parkin-
son’s disease.

(NAPSA)—Good news for
homeowners looking to upgrade
their house without seriously
downgrading their finances: Prod-
uct rebates are available for many
kinds of energy-efficient home
appliances.

Why? The government and
utilities both want consumers to
use less energy, and one way they
hope to influence people is by
offering incentives to purchase
more energy-efficient models. For
a homeowner, that means saving
more on the initial purchase and
on monthly utility bills.

How? Try these tips:
1. Check with your utility

company. Electric companies
often offer rebates on energy-effi-
cient products. Visit their website
and search for a listing of avail-
able rebates by appliance cate-
gory, along with the qualification,
incentive and application. If you
can’t find information online, call
the customer service number
listed on your last bill.

2. Research government re-
bates. Government programs
such as the ENERGY STAR
rebate locator let you enter your
zip code and type of appliance at
www.energystar.gov to find special
offers.

3. Search the Database of
State Incentives for Renew-
ables & Efficiency (DSIRE)
website, www.dsireusa.org, for
residential rebates and incentives
in your state.

4. Look for in-store signage.
Signs and brochures next to appli-
ance displays often outline avail-
able offers and some store person-

nel are trained to relay available
rebates.

5. Visit manufacturer web-
sites. Some appliance manufac-
turers make it even easier to
locate rebates through easy-to-use
online search functions. For exam-
ple, GE Appliances’ Rebate Finder
lets you enter your zip code and
the appliance you’re shopping for
to view a list of rebates and imme-
diately download rebate applica-
tions. Visit www.geappliances.com/
rebates_promotions to learn more,
including how you might be able to
earn money for recycling your old
model. To make rebate and appli-
ance research as easy as possible,
a rebate finder is located on every
appliance model page.

Rebates can help you save a
considerable amount of money
when it comes to appliance pur-
chases. By making research a part
of your appliance shopping, you
won’t miss out on great savings.

Rebates 101: Five Steps To Finding Free Money

You may be able to save quite a
bit on appliances when you
research for rebates.

(NAPSA)—Living in Texas far
from her ailing father in Michi-
gan, Pamela Curry was looking
for the best way to help him.

When her 78-year-old father,
James, became ill, Pamela placed
a call to her company’s employee
assistance program. “I had no
idea what kind of resources I had
through my employer. The first
call I got back was on home agen-
cies and then another call on the
kind of care he needed,” Pamela
says. “I felt like I had people on
‘Team Dad’ and on ‘Team Pame-
la.’ I could figure out the options
that were best for Dad and they
provided a basis for me to make
decisions.”

Solutions for Caregivers
helped put Pamela at ease by
helping her find ways to address
her father’s health needs. “It has
been an ongoing support process.
If I have more questions or other
needs, I am confident I could call
and get the support I need,”
Pamela stresses.

“It is almost like a road map
through the various steps that I
might go through to care for my
dad. It is as though I have a
guide, instead of me trying to
blindly find my way. There is

someone providing me guidance,
not telling me what to do, as my
family and I decide what will
work best for my father and our
situation,” Pamela adds.

Solutions for Caregivers pro-
vides care planning and care coor-
dination services designed to sup-
port the overall well-being of the
person receiving care and help
alleviate stress for you and your
family. Services are available in
all 50 states and can be tailored to
your needs. You can get the sup-
port you need today.

You can learn more at www.
WhatIsSolutionsForCaregivers.
com or by calling (877) 765-4473.

Finding Your Way As A Caregiver

Caring for an older family mem-
ber far away can be easier with
the right resources.

The first woman to hold the office
of Chief of Protocol in the U.S.
Department of State was former
child star Shirley Temple Black in
1976.




