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(NAPSA)—Doctors have a new
way to take aim at cancer.
That’s because a new technol-

ogy can now be used to determine
which cancer therapies are more
likely to be effective, and which
therapies are unlikely to be effec-
tive, in treating a patient’s specific
cancer.

How It Works
It’s done through something

called molecular profiling. Caris
Target Now™ evidence-based mole-
cular profiling identifies the
genetic and molecular structure—
also called biomarkers or targets—
of the tumor and then matches
this complex information to pub-
lished studies from the world’s
leading cancer researchers. This
very detailed information is then
compared with available cancer
drug options, listing those that are
more likely to help the patient,
and singling out the ones that are
not likely to work. It can also
help uncover important thera-
pies that might not have even
been considered.
Unfortunately, across the popu-

lation, the response rate for can-
cer drugs can be as low as 5 per-
cent. Clearly, there is a need to do
better. By identifying biomarker
targets associated with response
to drug therapy, molecular profil-
ing helps doctors better target
cancer therapy selection and per-
sonalize cancer care.
This type of personalized can-

cer care has the potential to
increase the likelihood of a favor-
able patient response, meaning a
potentially longer and better life
for that patient. In addition, this
type of care also holds promise for
reducing the staggering health-
care costs connected to the disease
by using drugs with a higher like-
lihood of working in each patient.

Who Benefits
Molecular profiling can be

applied to patients with all types
of cancer, including people with
aggressive disease, rare cancers or
other limits on treatment options.
In addition, molecular profiling
can help physicians and their
patients navigate various treat-
ment options that may be avail-
able when the path is not clear.
Only a doctor can help determine
to what extent molecular profiling
will be useful for a particular
patient.

Clinical Study Support
One multicenter study, con-

ducted by Caris Life Sciences, a
molecular profiling laboratory
offering services nationwide, was
recently published in the Journal
of Clinical Oncology. This study
showed that, even in patients with
late-stage cancer, Caris Target
Now™ molecular profiling increased
progression-free survival from var-
ious cancers in 27 percent of the 86
patients they studied by targeting
therapy selection in this way, ver-
sus the previous therapy on which
they progressed.

Learn More
You can get more information

about this new technology, and
whether it can be useful for you,
from your doctor and online at
www.mycancer.com.

New and BetterWays to Target Cancer Cells

Molecular profiling now provides
doctors with detailed, biomarker
information associated with a
patient’s specific cancer and the
associated treatment options
likelier to do more good and less
harm.

(NAPSA)—Each year, approxi-
mately 60,000 Americans are
diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease, a motor system disorder
resulting from the loss of
dopamine-producing brain cells.
The incidence increases with age.
While the average age of onset

is 61, 40 percent of those with
Parkinson’s disease are under the
age of 60, placing them squarely
in the workforce. According to the
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation,
one-third of employed individuals
lose their jobs within a year of a
diagnosis. Worldwide, the number
of men and women with Parkin-
son’s disease is expected to double
in the next 25 years.
Signs of the disease can vary

widely. The most common physical
symptoms include tremor, or
shakiness or trembling in the
hands, arms, legs, jaw and face;
rigidity of the muscles; slowness
of movement or difficulty starting
to move; and problems with bal-
ance and coordination.
Fortunately, America’s biophar-

maceutical research companies
are currently developing 36 medi-
cines to help those suffering from
Parkinson’s disease. All the medi-
cines are either in clinical trials or
awaiting review by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration. They
include:
•Gene therapies that target

specific areas in the brain;
•Cell therapy that uses a

patient’s own cells to reverse
effects of the disease;
•New delivery mechanisms of

currently approved treatments,
including a transdermal patch
and an intranasal formulation;
•Medicines to treat a motor

function disorder associated with
Parkinson’s disease treatment.
Researching and developing

new medicines remains a risky

investment and lengthy process—
costing, on average, $1.2 billion
and taking 10–15 years to bring a
new medicine to patients. But
novel therapies make a difference
to patients, offering progress in
situations where there was previ-
ously little hope.
“These new medicines now

being developed to fight Parkin-
son’s disease are the very essence
of what America’s biopharmaceu-
tical research companies do every
day,” said John J. Castellani,
president and CEO of the
Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America
(PhRMA). “Using cutting-edge
science, medicine makers are
developing innovative health care
solutions that help patients live
healthier, better lives. These
medicines represent more than
hope, they are tangible proof of
the progress being made in the
fight against this terrible disease.”
For more information on how

innovative medicines help to save
lives, visit www.innovation.org. For
information on the Partnership for
Prescription Assistance, visit
www.pparx.org. For information on
ensuring the flow of medicines
during public health emergencies,
visit www.rxresponse.org.

New Medicines Offer Hope For ThoseWith Parkinson’s Disease

Researching new medicines can
be a challenging and lengthy
process.

(NAPSA)—American busi-
nesses in Venezuela have become
one of President Hugo Chávez’s
favorite targets. U.S. staple
brands operate under very diffi-
cult conditions in Venezuela,
including high government taxes,
price controls and the always-
present threat of expropriation.
An analysis of nationalized

companies found signif icant
operational problems and, in
some cases, a complete halt in
operations in the state-run
companies. The study, “Manage-
ment in the Red: An Evaluation
of the Performance of 16 State
Companies and General Results
of the Socialist Production
Model,” was conducted by
experts from the Institute for
Higher Studies in Management
(IESA) in Caracas.
“Government ownership of

companies is often accompanied
by deficit problems and lack of
incentives to be effective and effi-
cient,” said economist Richard K.
Obuchi.
One case study shows that the

Venezuelan operation of a Penn-
sylvania-based aluminum com-
pany has been paralyzed for
months since it was expropriated
by Chávez.
Another case study addresses

the evolution of a giant, produc-
tive, U.S.-based food company into
an inefficient and unproductive
version of its former self. In the
case of local paper producer
Invepal, the study shows a decline
in production from 15 to 12 per-
cent in one year, resulting in the
production of only 5 million books
instead of the 30 million that were
forecasted.

Venezuela faces at least 18
arbitration proceedings before
the International Centre for Set-
tlement of Investment Disputes
(ICSID). Claimants include major
U.S. brands. Experts agree it’s
highly unlikely that these compa-
nies will receive fair or timely
compensation for their seized
assets, especially now that
Chávez has taken the initial
steps to pull out of ICSID.
The Chávez government has

taken over 988 foreign and do-
mestic companies, according to the
Venezuelan Confederation of Indus-
tries (Conindustria). Venezuela’s
policy of expropriations “only
creates legal uncertainty; drives
investments away; and reduces
the possibility of increasing
production,” said Conindustria.
Data from the Central Bank of

Venezuela show that in the sec-
ond quarter of 2011, investment
fell to 3.6 percent, its lowest level
in five years. It remains to be
seen what the future holds for
U.S. companies in Caracas. In
the meantime, it may be time for
some U.S. firms to consider say-
ing adiós to Venezuela.

Venezuela: U.S. Businesses NotWelcome Here

(NAPSA)—When injured or suf-
fering from a disease, the body’s
natural response is to heal itself.
However, sometimes this healing
process fails and we get sicker or
experience debilitating conse-
quences. But what if we could help
the body heal itself? Once thought
unimaginable, regenerative medi-
cine accelerates the body’s natural
healing process to help repair and
restore damaged tissues.
Many people associate regener-

ative medicine with stem cells,
but the field involves many more
technologies than that. A multidis-
ciplinary field involving biology,
medicine and engineering, many
regenerative medicine therapies
are made up of three main ele-
ments: living cells, a matrix to
support the living cells and cell
communicators to stimulate the
cells and their environment to
develop new tissue. These thera-
pies aim to restore function to dis-
eased or damaged tissue by deliv-
ering living elements to the
patient and providing the neces-
sary environment for the body to
heal itself.
Researchers have been working

for more than 20 years to develop
regenerative medicine therapies
to treat a number of diseases and
disabilities including cancers,
spinal cord injury, macular degen-
eration and diabetes and its com-
plications. Although still in its

infancy, regenerative medicine
has had its successes and one of
them is in the treatment of dia-
betic foot ulcers (DFUs).
DFUs are chronic wounds that

can develop on the foot or lower
extremities of people with dia-
betes. Among people with dia-
betes, approximately 15 to 25 per-
cent experience a DFU in their
lifetime. DFUs are a challenging
medical, economic and social prob-
lem and despite dedicated care,

many people develop ulcers that
do not heal. The longer the ulcer
persists, the greater the possibil-
ity that the patient will develop a
serious infection that can lead to
hospitalization and possibly
amputation.
Among the most promising

treatment options for DFUs are
bioengineered living skin equiva-
lents. In fact, Advanced BioHeal-
ing, a Shire company, which spe-
cializes in the development and
commercialization of life-altering
regenerative medicine therapies,
manufactures and markets Der-
magraft®, a bioengineered skin
substitute that is approved by the
FDA for the treatment of DFUs.
Dermagraft contains fibroblasts
that secrete human dermal colla-
gen, matrix proteins and growth
factors, resulting in shorter heal-
ing times and fewer complications
in treating DFUs compared to
standard care.
As the number of people with

diabetes continues to increase at
epidemic rates, using regenerative
medicine products—and fostering
those in development—can be key
to combating problems associated
with this widespread and debili-
tating disease.
For additional information

about regenerative medicine, visit
www.alliancerm.org. To learn
more about Dermagraft, visit
www.dermagraft.com.

Regenerative Medicine: Helping The BodyTo Heal Itself

Regenerative medicine is a multi-
disciplinary field involving biol-
ogy, medicine and engineering.
Regenerative medicine therapies
aim to restore function to dis-
eased or damaged tissue by
delivering living elements to pro-
vide the necessary environment
for the body to heal itself.

Don’t Forget The PJs
(NAPSA)—This could be a

great year to start a new tradition
or revive an old one—getting the
kids festive pajamas for the holi-
days. A cozy way to boost their
seasonal spirit is to give them PJs
with a holiday theme.
Tea Collection has some festive

options: a fun collection of super-
soft boys’ and girls’ pajamas in a
variety of prints. Whether your
kids like dueling tigers, dancing
dragons, happy hummingbirds or
delicious daisies, they can sleep
and celebrate the holidays in fine
fashion.

While you’re on www.teacollec
tion.com, you can check out the
limited edition Little Citizens
Pajamas. The graphic on top is a
bustling tree of life peppered with
animals, trees, a moon and stars
and little surprises. The bottoms
are a bright burst of red and green
stripes. These PJs are a fun way
to share the holiday spirit and
give back to The Global Fund for
Children (GFC). Proceeds from
their sale directly support GFC
and its work advancing the dig-
nity of children around the world.
Cozy seasonal style has never

been merrier.

Boost kids’ seasonal spirit with
festive pajamas.
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