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(NAPSA)—Courage and
strength of the human spirit have
always been favorite themes in lit-
erature and movies. Nowhere is
that more dramatically demon-
strated than in Walt Disney Stu-
dios’ “The Finest Hours,” the
heroic action thriller based on the
remarkable real-life story of the
U.S. Coast Guard’s legendary mar-
itime rescue off the New England
coast in 1952.
The movie, now available for

home viewing in various high-def-
inition formats, begins on Febru-
ary 18, 1952, when a massive
nor ’easter pummeled New En-
gland towns along the Eastern
seaboard. A teletype described the
waters as “hazardous,” the seas
“mountainous,” the darkness
“extreme,” the falling snow and
winter gales “violent.”
When Warrant Officer Daniel

Cluff (Eric Bana) received word
that a 500-foot oil tanker, the Fort
Mercer, was in trouble, he dis-
patched his best men to aid vari-
ous units in the large rescue effort
that eventually saved 34 crew
members. However, upon learning
that a second 500-foot oil tanker,
the Pendleton, was also damaged
and adrift, Cluff ordered coxswain
Bernie Webber (Chris Pine) to
quickly assemble a crew and take
out the CG36500 lifeboat to look
for Pendleton survivors.
Webber and three men boarded

the 12-seat motorized wooden boat
and set off on the perilous mission
with bleak prospects, at best. Even
before Webber and his three-man
crew cleared the Chatham Harbor,
the 36-foot motorized boat’s wind-
shield and compass were destroyed.
“It was a suicide mission,” says
Casey Sherman, co-author of a
book on which the film is based. Yet
the men persevered, and managed
to rescue 32 of the Pendleton’s 33
men in the midst of the turbulent
storm. The four men not only
became local heroes; they would
later receive the rare Gold Lifesav-
ing Medal, the service’s highest

decoration for heroism during a
rescue operation.
As one of the five U.S. Armed

Forces, the U.S. Coast Guard reg-
ularly exemplifies its motto “Sem-
per Paratus,” meaning “Always
Ready,” with “Search and Rescue”
being one of the most sacred mis-
sions. While the Pendleton rescue
is considered among the most dar-
ing of all, it’s still just one of many
the U.S. Coast Guard has deemed
extraordinary.
Here are six more:
•Hurricane Katrina. Search

and rescue operations saved
24,135 lives from imminent dan-
ger, usually off the roofs of the vic-
tims’ homes as floodwaters lapped
at their feet. Coast Guardsmen
“evacuated to safety” 9,409
patients from area hospitals. In
total, 33,545 lives were saved.
•Prinsendam Rescue. After

a fire broke out on the Dutch
cruise vessel Prinsendam off
Ketchikan, Alaska, on Oct. 4,
1980, all 520 passengers and crew
were eventually rescued without
loss of life or serious injury. The
rescue is particularly important
because of the distance traveled
by the rescuers and coordination
among independent organizations.
•Dorchester Rescue. On Feb.

3, 1943, the torpedoing of the trans-
port Dorchester off the coast of
Greenland saw cutters Comanche
and Escanaba respond. The frigid
water gave the survivors only min-
utes to live in the cold North
Atlantic. With this in mind, the
Escabana crew used a new “re-
triever technique” when pulling

people from the water—swimmers
clad in wet suits swam to victims
and secured a line so they could be
hauled onto the ship. Escanaba
saved 133 men, Comanche, 97.
•Mississippi River Flood.

During this disastrous flood in
January–February 1937, the
Coast Guard rescued a total of
43,853 persons who were “re-
moved from perilous positions to
places of safety.” Additionally,
Coast Guardians saved 11,313
head of livestock. In all, 674 Coast
Guardsmen and 128 Coast Guard
vessels and boats served in the
relief operations.
•Keeper George N. Gray

and the Charlotte, N.Y., Life-
saving Station. Overcoming gru-
eling conditions, one woman and
four men were saved on December
15, 1902 from the wreck of the
schooner John R. Noyes. Frostbit-
ten and ice-covered, the rescuers
were “under oars” (rowing) for
nearly 60 miles in heavy seas
without a break.
•Joshua James and the Hull,

Mass., Lifesaving Station. Over
two days (Nov. 25 to 26, 1888),
Captain Joshua James and his crew,
showing versatility, endurance, skill
and dedication, rescued some 28 peo-
ple from five different vessels dur-
ing a great storm.
“The Finest Hours” arrives

May 24 on Blu-ray™ Combo Pack,
Digital HD, Disney Movies Any-
where, and On Demand, packaged
with a host of bonus features that
detail the making of the movie
and the true-life events that
inspired it.

Real-Life Heroes Inspire Epic Entertainment OnThe Silver Screen

The CG36500 lifeboat and crew bat-
tling the storm on the most daring
rescue mission in the history of the
U.S. Coast Guard. It inspired
Disney’s heroic action thriller “The
Finest Hours.”

Chris Pine is Bernie Webber in
Disney’s “The Finest Hours.”

Source: www.uscg.mil Official Coast Guard top 10 rescues - USCG
www.uscg.mil/lantarea/docs/USCG%20Top%2010%20Rescues.doc
Proposed Photos and copyright: ©Disney Enterprises, Inc.
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(NAPSA)—Every four minutes
in the United States, a stroke vic-
tim dies—but knowing the signs
and symptoms to watch for can
help reduce death from stroke and
improve outcomes by getting peo-
ple appropriate and timely care.
The fifth leading cause of death

and the leading cause of serious
long-term disability in the United
States, stroke affects 800,000 peo-
ple every year. Unfortunately,
many Americans do not recognize
the signs of a stroke, so they ignore
the symptoms or don’t call 9-1-1.
Recognizing the signs and acting
immediately could be the difference
between making a recovery and liv-
ing with long-term disability.

What You Should Know
A stroke occurs when a blood

vessel that carries blood and oxy-
gen to the brain is blocked by
plaque or a blood clot (acute
ischemic stroke) or ruptures and
bleeds (hemorrhagic stroke). The
apparent signs and symptoms of
stroke include speech impairment,
arm numbness and weakness,
severe headache, sudden confu-
sion, trouble seeing out of one or
both eyes, as well as uncontrol-
lable drooping of the face.
There are several types of risk fac-

tors for stroke, some of which are
hereditary while others are pre-

ventable by altering one’s lifestyle
choices. Some of these risk factors
include smoking and theuse of tobacco,
eating an unhealthy diet, consuming
alcohol in excessive amounts, and a
lack of daily exercise.
Recognizing and understanding

the signs and symptoms of a
stroke is crucial. Immediate med-
ical attention may limit the effects
of a stroke, so it’s imperative to
call 9-1-1 at the first sign.

Always Act F.A.S.T.
If you or someone you know

begins to show signs or symptoms
of a stroke, there’s a four-letter
acronym, “F.A.S.T.,” that corre-
sponds to a test that can be used
as a quick screening tool:
•F=FACE, loss of function on

one side of your face, which may
look like drooping
•A=ARMS, sudden weakness

on one side, which may mean you
can’t hold the arm up
•S=SPEECH, as in slurred

speech
•T=TIME, meaning it’s time to

call 9-1-1 right away.
If a person shows any of these

symptoms, call 9-1-1 or get to a
hospital immediately.

Learn More
For further facts and advice

about stroke, visit www.stroke
awareness.com/strokecall911.

Act F.A.S.T.—KnowThe Signs & Symptoms Of A Stroke

Note to Editors: While this article can be helpful to your readers at any time, a good time to run it may
be in May, which is Stroke Awareness Month.
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Herman Melville’s “Moby-Dick” sold only 50 copies during his lifetime.

Henry Dunster was named president of Harvard College in 1640. He
taught all the courses himself.

An aardvark’s teeth have no enamel coating and are worn away and
regrown continuously.

An elephant’s tooth can weigh over six pounds.

***
Work is the greatest thing in the
world, so we should always save
some of it for tomorrow.

—Don Herold
***

***
If a man does not make new
acquaintances as he advances
through life, he will soon find
himself alone. A man should
keep his friendships in constant
repair.

—Samuel Johnson
***

***
Certainty? In this world noth-
ing can be said to be certain,
except death and taxes.

—Benjamin Franklin
***

***
I am thankful for the taxes I pay
because it means that I’m
employed.

—Nancie J. Carmody
***




