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(NAPSA)—“Blood is thicker
than water.” “Blood brothers.”
“Bad blood.” These and other
expressions are so popular in
mythology and religion due to the
unique life-giving properties of
blood. Unfortunately, this special
gift is often difficult to find when
people most need it. 

American blood banks are
experiencing critical shortages of
lifesaving blood—especially dur-
ing the summer months. It is
reported that in the U.S. alone,
someone needs a red blood trans-
fusion every three seconds. One in
three people will need a blood
transfusion in their lifetime. 

The success in finding a blood
substitute would go a long way in
relieving the blood shortage. The
search for a viable blood substitute
has just become more encouraging. 

Although the last 35 years
have seen previous efforts fail
because of toxicity issues, one
strategy to identify and nullify the
source of toxicity seems to be
promising. HemoBioTech, a Dal-
las-based pharmaceutical com-
pany, is developing a viable blood
substitute, called HemoTech, that
is expected to be compatible with
all blood types and have a shelf
life of 180-plus days, compared to
42 days for donated blood. 

The blood substitute is com-
posed of chemically modified
bovine hemoglobin. In natural
blood, hemoglobin binds with oxy-
gen as the blood travels through
the lungs and drops it off at the
cells, throughout the body. Hemo-
Tech works the same way, by car-
rying oxygen in the blood to the
cells, and it has an additional ben-
efit of actually inducing red blood
cell production. 

Healing Blood
Researchers at Texas Tech Uni-

versity Health Sciences Center
began developing HemoTech in
1985. The research and develop-
ment effort was led by two of the
world’s foremost blood substitute
authorities, Drs. Mario Feola and
Jan Simoni. 

In one limited clinical study,
nine sickle cell anemia patients
were infused with an amount of
blood substitute representing 25
percent of the patients’ blood vol-
ume. That limited clinical trial
resulted in significant patient
improvement and showed that a
blood substitute can work as an
effective oxygen carrier in humans
without any toxic side effects.

“The world needs a viable
human blood substitute now more
than ever before,” says Arthur
Bollon, Ph.D., Chairman, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Dallas-based
company. 

“Some scientists believe that a
viable blood substitute would be a
medical breakthrough that could
potentially save millions of lives
every year.” 

To learn more about the stud-
ies, visit www.hemobiotech.com.

Future Deposits For American Blood Banks?

A 35-year search for a blood sub-
stitute that works in people may
now be nearing a successful end.

(NAPSA)—Even if there is no
place like home for the holidays,
many families still love to get
away during the holiday season.
Fortunately, there’s plenty to see
and do at this time of year. 

For instance, the charming
Southern town of Tallahassee
marks a joyous holiday tradition
with an annual month of celebra-
tions commemorating its presti-
gious “claim to fame”—Tallahas-
see bills itself as the site of the
“first Christmas celebrated in
North America” more than 450
years ago.

Amidst rolling hills, sweeping
canopy roads and crisp, breezy
nights, Tallahassee presents joyous
festivities, including an historical
16th century encampment located
at the site of the first Christmas
observance, tours of sculpted gar-
dens with blooming camellias, gra-
cious candlelit plantation homes,
the Victorian House that Rhymes,
acres of giant moss-draped oaks
glowing with thousands of twin-
kling lights—even a holiday cruise
on the crystal-clear waters of
Wakulla Springs.

A Southern Spin
Tallahassee adds a distinctly

Southern twist to the time-hon-
ored traditions of the holiday
season. Mission San Luis—a
National Historic Landmark and
2006 Preserve America Presiden-
tial Award recipient—honors the
Spanish Missions of Florida dur-
ing a Commemorative Mass, cele-
brating Tallahassee’s place in his-
tory by combining Spanish
beginnings with Southern her-
itage and spirit.

Thousands of lights create illu-
minated canopies over downtown
parks and the streets of Tallahassee
during the Winter Festival for the

Celebration of Lights and Jingle
Bell Run. Scents of cinnamon and
spice waft from the nearly 200-year-
old grounds of Goodwood Museum
and Gardens, while little tykes lis-
ten to old-fashioned story time. 

The Tallahassee Museum’s
Market Days gives visitors to the
North Florida Fairgrounds a
chance to spend the day discover-
ing one-of-a-kind gifts for friends
and family just in time for the hol-
idays. With approximately 300
artists and craftsmen showcasing
their work, visitors enjoy a variety
of items. 

The holidays wrap up with the
Hernando de Soto Winter Encamp-
ment at the authentic 1539 Span-
ish site. An entourage of 16th cen-
tury-garbed soldiers and priests
with tents and firearms relive the
atmosphere where America’s first
Christmas Mass took place.

For more information, see
www.VisitTallahassee.com or call
the Tallahassee Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau at (800) 628-
2866.

Planning A Seasonal Getaway

Historic Holidays—Vacationers
can visit an area said to be the
site of the first Christmas cele-
brated in North America.

(NAPSA)—How do you prevent
mosquito-borne illness in hu-
mans? Cure the mosquitoes.
That’s the idea behind an environ-
mentally friendly approach to
eradicating diseases, such as
malaria, that are spread by mos-
quitoes and threaten global
health.

A Global Problem
Malaria has killed more hu-

mans than all the wars combined,
currently affecting over 100 mil-
lion people worldwide and claim-
ing millions of lives each year.
Chemical sprays and other treat-
ments have traditionally been
used for eliminating malaria-car-
rying mosquitoes, but each has
drawbacks including harmful
effects on humans and the envi-
ronment. Additionally, these
methods often kill insects indis-
criminately, eliminating bees and
other beneficial bugs.

A New Approach
A new approach to fighting mos-

quitoes, called Provector, has
shown promising results. Invented
by Dr. Thomas M. Kollars, Jr. and
MEVLABS, Inc., exclusively
licensed by MIT Holding Inc. with
research support by Georgia
Southern University, the Provector
uses visual, olfactory and chemical
signals to attract mosquitoes. The
bugs then ingest an anti-viral and
anti-malarial treatment. The treat-
ment is specifically designed to
stop the development of the
pathogens and parasites carried by

the insect. Because the anti-malar-
ials and dosages used in the device
are specifically designed for the
mosquitoes, the issue of resistance
to current anti-malarial drugs in
humans is theoretically reduced.
The technology has attracted the
attention of world leaders and
investors alike. Unlike other mos-
quito traps that cost hundreds of
dollars, the device costs less than
$5 to manufacture. Plus it can be
used inside or outdoors, helping to
protect people by reducing the
number of infected mosquitoes bit-
ing them, wherever they may be.

“Infectious diseases are wide-
spread and account for millions of
deaths every year,” says Dr.
Thomas M. Kollars, Jr., with MIT
Holding Inc. “We’ve worked ex-
tensively to understand the root
causes of malaria and that under-
standing could help save millions
of lives.” 

For more information, visit
www.mitholdinginc.com.

Healthy Mosquitoes Could Mean Healthy Humans

A novel approach to preventing
malaria is to stop the parasite in
the mosquito that is transmitted
to humans. 

Courtesy of the CDC

(NAPSA)—The one million
employees of Yum! Brands, Inc.—
parent to KFC, Pizza Hut, Taco
Bell, Long John Silver’s and A&W
All-American Food Restaurants—
are volunteering in local hunger-
relief efforts while reaching out to
125 million weekly customers in
35,000 restaurants in 112 coun-
tries about global hunger. Visit
www.fromhungertohope.com to
learn more.

**  **  **
The Smart Borrowing cam-

paign, launched by The First Mar-
blehead Corporation, offers infor-
mation about the lowest-cost ways
to finance a college education. The
campaign begins with a new Web
site, www.smartborrowing.com. 

**  **  **
This Christmas, the anticipated

must-have color is purple. Look for
Christmas stockings, garlands and
even tinsel trees in this not-so-
iconic color. Treetopia, known for
its colorful trees, offers the Purple
Groove tree. For more information,
visit www.treetopia.com.

**  **  **
Many people think bottled

water is safer and cleaner than
tap water, but tap water is more
stringently and more consistently
regulated than bottled water.
Additionally, some bottled water
sold in the U.S. is actually derived
from tap water, some of which is
just bottled directly from the tap
without further treatment. 

**  **  **
Red meat can be served with

Cabernet Sauvignon or Merlot,
along with S.Pellegrino®

Sparkling Natural Mineral Water

to continually cleanse the palate.
The subtle bubbles and minerals
stand up to the robust flavors,
bringing out the subtleties in the
wine and the food. 

**  **  **
As more companies make the

move toward single-solution
providers, opportunities abound
for companies such as Brookside
Technology Holdings, a publicly
traded company that consolidates
turnkey converged voice and data
solutions providers.

**  **  **
Over the years, Back To Basics

Toys has helped bring back the
classic, quality toys that are so
“hard to find” on toy shelves today.
To find great gift ideas for kids,
visit www.backtobasicstoys.com. 

**  **  **
The Web site of the American

Geriatrics Society’s Foundation for
Health in Aging, www.healthinag
ing.org, offers easy-to-understand
information about health in aging.
Topics include high blood pressure,
heart disease, back pain, diabetes,
osteoporosis, depression, anemia,
nutrition, pain relief, sexuality,
hearing, vision, incontinence and
medication. 

(NAPSA)—A cup of blueberries
has just 80 calories and provides
fiber, vitamin C and manganese.
For nutrition information and
great recipes, visit www.blue
berry.org or send a stamped self-
addressed envelope to: Blueberry
Recipes, U.S. Highbush Blue-
berry Council, 2390 E. Bidwell
St., #300, Folsom, CA 95630.

**  **  **
Go to mealsmatter.org to find

recipes that include dairy and
other nutrient-rich foods. It’s a
free, interactive, meal-planning
and nutrition website sponsored
by the Dairy Council of Califor-
nia, staffed by registered dieti-
tians and dedicated to promoting
healthy food choices.

According to most sources,
Route Sixty-Six is two thousand,
four hundred and forty-eight
miles long. It was commissioned
in 1926 and crosses eight states
and three time zones.

Alaska has more coastline
than all the states in the coastal
United States—about 44,000
miles.

***
Everybody should have his per-
sonal sounds to listen for—
sounds that will make him 
exhilarated and alive or quite
and calm.... One of the greatest
sounds of them all—and to me
it is a sound—is utter, complete
silence.

—Andre Kostelanetz
***

***
Nowhere can man find a qui-
eter or more untroubled retreat
than in his own soul.

—Marcus Aurelius
***
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