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(NAPSA)—For many, when it
comes to surfing the Internet,
speed and responsiveness are the
keys to an enjoyable experience.
That’s why there’s good news for
consumers who want faster Inter-
net navigation, without paying
more in fees.

A new free Internet accelera-
tion service is available that is
said to make it possible for Web
surfers to access the Internet five
times faster through a dial-up line
and three times faster through a
broadband connection—such as
DSL or a cable modem. 

Called Rev The Web, the ser-
vice may make for a noticeable
difference when online, especially
when downloading graphics-rich
Web pages. It is designed to work
with dial-up, DSL, ISDN and
wireless connections, and with
most Internet Service Providers. 

The service, offered by Artera
Group, Inc., is free and can be
accessed at the Web site
www.revtheweb.com. According to
company executives, the service is
simple to install, with download-
ing and launch taking less than
five minutes. Technical support
for the new service can be found
on the Web site. 

According to Irv Lebovics,
senior vice president of sales at
Artera Group, “This free service
provides the answer for many users
who want a faster Web experi-
ence—from rural surfers with
dial-up access to soccer moms who
need to squeeze more minutes out
of the day.” 

The service also comes with
Parental Control features that
allow parents to determine the Web
sites that are acceptable for their

children to visit. It also offers a
speed test to see how fast con-
sumers are accessing the Internet. 

In return for the free service,
users fill out a 10-question survey
about their interests, and will be
served nonintrusive advertising
based on this information. 

The service protects users pri-
vacy by not collecting data on the
user ’s name, address or phone
number. A premium version of the
service—without the ads—is
available for $2.95 per month.
Benefits of the premium version
include:

• A firewall  that protects
your PC from unauthorized
access by hiding your computer
from hackers. 

• Improving the way your e-
mail works by accelerating the
delivery of e-mail and the down-
loading of e-mail attachments
such as Microsoft Word® and Pow-
erPoint® documents. 

• Blocking unwanted Internet
ads, improving your Internet surf-
ing experience and speeding up
the delivery of your requested
information. 

For more information, visit the
Web site at www.revtheweb.com.

Faster Internet Access Offers More Time For Life

A new service is available that
offers Web surfers faster access
to the Internet.

(NAPSA)—For digital entertain-
ment enthusiasts like Greg
Meythaler, the past decade has
seen an exciting leap in how people
can capture and enjoy their family’s
memories. He loves that his digital
camera has allowed him to amass
thousands of photos of his wife and
children but is disappointed that
all these great shots are stored on
the PC in the den where nobody
can see them. His passion for old
home movies led him to digitize
and store them on his PC, but to
watch them in his living room, he
has to take the additional step of
burning them to DVD.

“It would be nice if all these
devices worked together, and
everything could run on one sys-
tem in the living room,” Mey-
thaler said. 

Computer hardware and soft-
ware-makers have developed a
solution for Meythaler and others
in search of an all-in-one enter-
tainment hub: Windows XP Media
Center Edition 2005-based PCs.
In addition to word processing, e-
mail and other standard computer
functions, these PCs can record
and pause live TV broadcasts, and
can be attached to a standard tele-
vision, as well as a computer mon-
itor, for better viewing. They play
and record DVDs and CDs and
can pump music and movie sound-
tracks to surround sound speak-
ers. They also can stockpile home
movies and family photos and
then display them directly on any
television in the home. What’s
even better is that a single remote
can control it all.  

In addition to gadget-loving
dads, college students have be-
come quick converts to Media
Center PCs because these devices
can be used for both schoolwork
and entertainment. Kellie Jacob-
son hopes to get a Media Center
PC before she heads to college for
the first time this fall. “An all-in-

one package is always best,”
Jacobson said. “I wouldn’t need to
bring my giant stereo or buy a TV
or DVD player. I’d have less to
worry about, and all my friends
would think it was the coolest
thing ever.” 

When choosing a Media Center
PC, consider the following:

• Ease of use. Look for PCs
loaded with Microsoft Windows
XP Media Center Edition 2005,
which is designed to manage a
large number of diverse comput-
ing tasks and different types of
digital media and can be operated
with a remote control. 

• Price. Most Media Center
PCs cost between $800 and
$2,000. High-end versions such as
the Sony Vaio RA834G top $2,000
and offer the largest amount of
storage and other features. Ver-
sions such as the Dell Dimension
4700 and HP Pavilion a850y offer
many of the same features for less
than $1,000.

• Style. Just because it’s a PC
doesn’t mean it has to look like
one. The Niveus Rainier Edition
Media Center and Alienware DHS
2 series both look like home-the-
ater components and fit into most
entertainment cabinets. 

• Mobility. To enjoy entertain-
ment at home or on the road,
there are laptop Media Center
PCs such as the Toshiba Qosmio
E15-AV101. 

• Connections. Media Center
Extender products, including
Media Center Extender for Xbox
gaming consoles, allow users to
view TV programs, DVDs and
other digital entertainment from
their Windows XP Media Center
Edition 2005-based PC on any
television in the house via a wired
or wireless connection.

For more information about
Windows XP Media Center Edi-
tion 2005: Visit http://www.micro
soft.com/windowsxp/mediacenter. 

Media Center PCs Provide The Ultimate 
Entertainment Experience For Dads And Grads

by Elvis Oxley
(NAPSA)—Over the years, the

issue of equal access to education
has been the focal point of many
civil rights confrontations. 

This should come as no sur-
prise. Access to quality education,
regardless of a student’s race, will
always be a critical element of any
attempt to build a society where
the opportunity of individuals to
prosper is based on the “content of
their character” rather than the
“color of their skin.”

Through legislation, such as the
No Child Left Behind Act, bold
efforts are being made to move
this new civil rights agenda for-
ward by pressing for a number of
educational reforms that reflect
the interests of the African-Ameri-
can and Latino communities—
such as increasing parental choice,
demanding accountability from
administrators and using market
measures to evaluate the perfor-
mance of teachers and schools.

In their article “Closing The
Racial Gap In Education,” Abigail
and Stephan Thernstrom argue
that too many inner-city school
districts shortchange young peo-
ple with union contracts that pro-
tect incompetent teachers and
smother innovation. 

These districts, they contend, are
ignoring the threat to our nation’s
future and social cohesion posed by
the inability of many poor young
minorities to compete successfully
in school and in the workplace. 

For example, at age 17, the typi-
cal black or Hispanic student is scor-
ing well less than at least 80 percent
of his or her white classmates. 

The Thernstroms also make the
point that the schools they admire
most, in cities such as Chicago and
Philadelphia, are charter schools
that probably would not exist if
not for the Bush administration’s
leadership. 

Thanks to its efforts, parents
can now select from schools such
as these and others, when trying
to give their child the best educa-
tion possible.

America is best served when leg-
islators and educators are willing
to address race-related issues such
as the gap in academic achieve-
ment. The enormous data support-
ing this divide, such as those pre-
sented in the Thernstroms’ paper,
should deeply concern all Ameri-
cans—and stimulate serious debate
over educational reform. 

Elvis Oxley is the Executive
Director of The Ripon Society.
Founded on the values of Abra-
ham Lincoln and Teddy Roosevelt,
Ripon promotes innovation, equal-
ity of opportunity, personal respon-
sibility and smaller government.

To learn more about Ripon or to
download a copy of “Closing The
Racial Gap In Education,” visit
www.riponsoc.org. 

Is Education The New Civil Rights Battleground?

(NAPSA)—Since the 1990s,
the American Meat Institute
has been developing ways to
measure  how humanely  the
meat industry treats livestock.
The Institute believes it’s good
for animals and good for busi-
ness.  For more information,
visit www.animalhandling.org. 

The net cooling effect of a
young, healthy tree is equivalent to
ten room-size air conditioners oper-
ating 20 hours a day, according to
the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture. To
learn about getting and planting
tree seedlings to make a difference
in your neighborhood, visit the
Teaching Kids to CARE Web site at
www.doubletree.com/teachingkid
stocare. Teaching Kids to CARE is
a community outreach program
which pairs more than 100 Double-
tree Hotels with schools and youth
groups to educate and empower
children about making conscious
decisions, including caring for the
community.

Interlocking concrete pavers
can make fixing up your home’s
walks and driveways beautifully
simple. For photos, design ideas,
to find a certified installer, and
learn more, visit the Interlocking
Concrete Pavement Institute Web
site, www.icpi.org.

Generic medicines must have
the same active ingredients and
meet the same gold standard for
quality, strength, purity and
potency as their brand name
counterparts. To learn more, visit

www.gphaonline.org.
A new law improves home loan

benefits offered by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. As a
result, veterans’ purchasing
power for a single-family resi-
dence has been increased from
$240,000 to $359,650. For more
information, go to VA’s Web site at
www.homeloans.va.gov.

The free Start Something pro-
gram from Target and the Tiger
Woods Foundation has enrolled
more than 2.5 million youths and
awarded more than $1,000,000 in
scholarship funds to kids who are
reaching for their dreams and
making the world a better place.
Find out more at www.target.
com/startsomething.

Each year about half of
Richard Fisher’s sixth grade math
students move directly to eighth-
grade algebra. To help his stu-
dents, Fisher created a workbook,
“Mastering Essential Math Skills:
20 Minutes a Day to Success.”
More information is available by
visiting the Math Essentials Web
site at www.mathessentials.com.

Vitamin E: Multiple
Benefits

(NAPSA)—An antioxidant that
offers many health benefits, vita-
min E is an essential nutrient, and
most Americans do not get enough.
Research shows that vitamin E is a
real multi-tasker when it comes to
health. It’s been shown to help
strengthen the body's immune and
cognitive functions and also protect
the eyes, lungs and heart. In addi-
tion, vitamin E shows promise in
protecting against some cancers.

Numerous scientific studies
have been published in support of
vitamin E’s benefits. A recent study
from Tufts University found vita-
min E could help fight upper respi-
ratory infections. Another study,
from Harvard, found vitamin E
may help prevent Lou Gehrig's Dis-
ease. Other research reveals that
vitamin E may help lower the risk
of developing cataracts, lung cancer
or Alzheimer’s disease. Also, the
National Cancer Institute is now
studying the effect of vitamin E in
reducing the risk of prostate cancer.

“There are many studies provid-
ing numerous reasons to incorpo-
rate vitamin E supplements into
your nutrition program,” says
Annette Dickinson, Ph.D., consul-
tant and past president of the
Council for Responsible Nutrition.
Dr. Dickinson says vitamin E is
found in nuts, leafy vegetables and
fortified cereals, but most people do
not get enough vitamin E from diet
alone. Supplements are a conve-
nient, inexpensive way to fill nutri-
tional gaps. For more information
about vitamin E and other dietary
supplements, visit www.crnusa.org.

(NAPSA)—Fresh, frozen,
canned and dried blueberries, as
well as blueberry juice, are avail-
able throughout the year. For
easy, delicious recipes and blue-
berry information, visit www.blue
berry.org or send a SASE to the
USHBC, 2390 East Bidwell, Suite
300, Folsom, CA 95630-3872.

Grilling can be even more
thrilling when you find a way to
spice up your favorites without
unwanted calories and fat. Fortu-
nately, adding tantalizing flavor is
easier than ever, blended in one
convenient jar with an all-natural
line of grilling spices and sea salts
called Grill Shakers from The
Spice Hunter. For more informa-
tion, visit www.spicehunter.com or
call 1-800-444-3061.




