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(NAPSA)—A Court ordered
notification campaign and claims
process has been launched for
individuals who purchased and
applied to an exterior wood sur-
face either Super Liquid Raw-
Hide or Natural Seal Plus wood
sealant products manufactured by
Behr Process Corporation. These
consumers may be eligible to
receive cash compensation or
other benefits according to a set-
tlement pending in the Superior
Court of California in and for the
County of San Joaquin in a coordi-
nated class action proceeding.

Plaintiffs allege that Defen-
dants falsely advertised and mar-
keted certain Behr wood sealant
products as protecting the wood
surfaces to which they were
applied from mildew and other
damage, and plead causes of
action for violations of consumer
protection statutes, breach of
express and implied warranties,
and/or fraudulent concealment/
non-disclosure. The Defendants
deny any liability, deny that the
products were falsely advertised
and marketed, and believe that
the products perform as adver-
tised. The Court has not ruled on
the merits of the Plaintiffs’ claims,
or on the defenses asserted by
Defendants. 

Under the settlement, which
the Court preliminarily approved
on October 29, 2002, Behr has
agreed to pay up to $107.5 million
in cash payments and merchan-
dise certificates for claims associ-
ated with the purchase or use of
Behr Super Liquid Raw-Hide or
Natural Seal Plus sealant prod-
ucts. The type and amount of
relief for each claimant depends
upon whether a Cash Payment or
a Merchandise Certificate is
selected by the claimant, the

square footage of the affected
property, proof of purchase of the
Behr Products and the extent of
alleged mildew-related damage to
exterior wood surfaces, among
other factors. Class Counsel’s
attorneys’ fees will be paid in
addition to, and not out of, the
$107.5 million settlement. 

Settlement Class Members
affected by the settlement are
those who purchased and applied
to an exterior wood surface either
Super Liquid Raw-Hide (product
numbers 12, 13, 31-12, and 31-13)
or Natural Seal Plus (product
numbers 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 92,
31-79, 31-80, 31-81, 31-82, 31- 83,
31-84, 31-92) since January 1,
1991. These Behr Products are
wood sealants sold throughout the
United States, primarily at major
home improvement centers and
hardware stores. To determine
whether you purchased these
Behr Products, check the can label
or the invoice or receipt.

Eligible individuals can learn
steps necessary to pursue their
rights as Settlement Class Mem-
bers by calling 1-877-637-5997 or
visiting www.behrsettlement.com
to obtain a Notice of Proposed
Class Action Settlement and a
Claim Form. Individuals may also
request these documents by writ-
ing to: Behr Claims, P.O. Box 232,
Minneapolis, MN 55440.

A Fairness Hearing will be held
on March 6, 2003. At that time,
the Court will consider whether to
grant final approval to the pro-
posed settlement and Class Coun-
sel’s request for attorney’s fees
and costs. Class Members have
the right to appear at the hearing
if they choose. Class Members
may comment on, or object to, the
terms of the proposed Settlement
by February 7, 2003.

Consumers To Benefit From Nationwide 
Class Action Settlement

(NAPSA)—With holidays
quickly approaching, it’s never too
late to think about creative ways
to save money. By pinching some
pennies now, rather than after the
holidays, you can start 2003 off on
the right foot. The following five
tips show you how to save some
money this holiday season.

• Price Comparisons—One of
the main skills every penny
pincher knows is how to use the
Sunday circulars. Most stores will
match a competitor’s prices, and to
find out if your favorite stores do
so, simply call the customer service
department and ask. If you find
the store you’re heading to beats
competitor ’s prices and you’ve
found a lower price in a circular,
take the circular to the store to get
the lower price. This saves more
than just dollars; you also save
time and gasoline by not visiting
several stores to shop the sales.

• Savings Links—Online shop-
ping is not only easy but it can
save valuable time and money.
For example, shoppers can now
receive significant savings during
this holiday season at their favorite
dining spots, recreational venues,
hotels and other merchants as part
of an alliance between MasterCard
International and the makers of the
Entertainment® book—the world's
leading coupon book and savings
membership. By accessing www.
mastercard.com, shoppers can
choose from a selection of hundreds
of coupons, with savings of up to 50
percent off at local area merchants.
Hundreds of restaurants across the
U.S. are featured and most offer
buy-one-get-one-free choice of
entrées.

Other savings offers include: a
wide variety of discount coupons
for health club memberships, com-
edy clubs, concerts, sporting
events, theater tickets, and more; a
host of savings offers for services
including prescriptions, car ser-
vices, haircuts, etc. and significant
discounts off of room rates at
dozens of hotels across the country. 

Cardholders can enjoy the sav-
ings by registering for special
offers at www.mastercard.com.
After registering, they will have
full access to Entertainment Local
ConnectionsSM, which allows them
to print up to 25 coupons from

selected merchants in their home-
towns or other cities where they
may be traveling. Additionally,
registered cardholders have the
opportunity to take advantage of
savings from a wide variety of
national retail partners. With the
little bit of time it takes to sign up
online, MasterCard can save you a
bundle.

• Online Prices—When trying
to save money while giving gifts,
it’s important to do research online
for the higher-priced items. Some-
times your favorite store or catalog
will have a cheaper online price
than what is offered in the store.
And similar to price comparisons, if
you take the online pricing with
you to the store, many stores will
honor that price. If not, order the
item online. Admittedly, this takes
a little more planning, which can
be difficult during the holiday sea-
son, but if you do your research it
can really pay off. 

• Ask for substitutions and
rainchecks. Because there are so
many more shoppers in the stores
and malls during this time of year,
it is common to have items out of
stock. Don’t let that convince you to
buy a higher-priced item you don't
need. Instead, check with the store,
because many will substitute items
of equal or greater value on out-of-
stock sale items. However, if the
store won’t substitute for an out-of-
stock sale item, be sure to ask for a
raincheck. This is great for the per-
son on the go, because a raincheck
extends the life of the sale and
gives you more time to figure out
how to save those dollars. 

These are just a few examples of
how a couple of minutes spent plan-
ning can help you make your money
go further this holiday season, and
those pennies can really add up. 

Make The Most Of Your Holidays:
Quick Tips To Save Money In Minutes

Making Nutrition Fun
(NAPSA)—Getting children to

eat right can be more difficult than
getting homework done before tele-
vision. Vitamins and nutrients are
essential for healthy bodies and
minds.

Poor food habits that begin
during childhood often continue
into adulthood, notes Barbara
Levine, R.D., Ph.D. To ensure that
children get the nutrition they
need, Levine offers these tips:

• Involve kids in cooking and
shopping. Encourage them to pick
a new healthy food on each visit to
the supermarket and prepare
meals that include their choices.

• Instead of junk food, give
kids choices of several healthy
snacks, such as an apple, a gra-
nola bar or carrot sticks.

• Use cookie cutters to cut
nutritious foods, like whole grain
bread or cheese, into fun shapes.

• Give children a daily multivi-
tamin, such as Vitaball vitamin
gumballs, which deliver 100
percent of the recommended daily
allowance of 11 essential
vitamins.

For more information about
Vitaball, including a free sample,
visit www.vitaball.com.

A new kind of vitamin gumball
makes it fun for children to get
the nutrients they need.

(NAPSA)—The Department of
Energy’s Energy Information
Administration expects winter to
be 12 percent colder than it was
last year. 

But, cooler temperatures don’t
have to equal increased heating
bills. Simple things, such as
caulking windows and doors or
closing curtains and shutters at
night, can make a big difference in
your heating bills—and this sea-
son, every little difference may
count.

Before you fire up the furnace,
try these tips:

• Be sure your furnace is work-
ing properly. American Standard
Heating and Air Conditioning rec-
ommends homeowners schedule
annual inspections of their heat-
ing units. That can help assure
furnaces don’t pose potential fire
hazards and that they burn more
efficiently.

• Seal gaps between heated
and unheated spaces, such as
areas around pipes, ducts, fans or
vents.

• Lower your thermostat to at
least 68 degrees during the day.

For each degree you lower the
thermostat, you can save five to
ten percent on cooling costs. 

• Add adequate insulation to
your attic (R-30 in ceiling, R-13 in
exterior walls and R-11 in interior
walls and floors). 

• Wrap the water heater with
an insulated water heater blanket
in severely cold climates.

• Avoid losing heat out of your
fireplace. Fireplaces pull warm air
out of your home through the
chimney. Turn the heat down
when you have a fire and keep the
damper tightly closed when the
fireplace is not in use. 

For more information, visit
www.americanstandardair.com. 

Winterizing Your Home

Adding storm windows and
doors to your home can help cut
your energy bills.

(NAPSA)—To speed up recov-
ery time after an operation and in
some cases to eliminate the need
for narcotics, many doctors are
now using a balloon-like device
called ON-Q that relieves pain
directly at the site of the incision.
It automatically delivers a local
anesthetic, or non-narcotic numb-
ing medication into an incision
site. ON-Q can be used for a vari-
ety of surgeries. For more informa-
tion, visit www.AskYourSurgeon.
com, call 800-448-3569 or ask your
doctor.

The Kraft Kitchens aims to
make suppertime a lot easier
with its new Dinner On Hand
cookbook. The new cookbook
trims traditional recipes down to
three easy steps using ingredi-
ents already in the kitchen. Help-
ful tips throughout the book
make meal preparation and
clean-up faster and easier.
Authored by the 60 culinary
experts who staff the Kraft
Kitchens, Dinner On Hand was
created for everyday cooking.
Many of the cookbook’s more than
150 recipes are in an easy-to-fol-
low, four-color grid format show-
ing tasty combinations of meat,
vegetables and flavorings that
can be mixed and matched to cre-

ate a variety of dishes. The cook-
book is now available in book-
stores nationwide for $15.95.

The numbers are grim: in the
United States, someone has a
stroke, or “brain attack,” every 53
seconds. Nearly 600,000 Ameri-
cans suffer from strokes each year.
According to pathologist Ray
Sukumar, M.D., F.C.A.P., while
the death rate from stroke is
declining, it is still America’s
third leading cause of death.
“Many of the deaths from stroke
are preventable,” said Dr. Suku-
mar. “Controlling your diet to help
reduce the chance of diabetes and
reduce cholesterol, eliminating
unhealthy lifestyle habits such as
smoking, preventing or managing
high blood pressure, and schedul-
ing regular checkups with your
physician are critical to reducing
your risk of stroke.”

The Electrical Safety Foundation
International at www.electrical-
safety.org.
The American Legacy Founda-
tion at www.americanlegacy.
org.
Geico at www.geico.com.
The American Podiatric Med-
ical Association at www.apma.
org. 
The Academy of General Den-
tistry at www.agd.org. 
World Vision at www.worldvi
siongifts.org.
Aldara at www.aldara.com.
U.S. government information
products at http://bookstore.
gpo.gov.
Spiegel at www.spiegel.com.
Hunts at www.hunts.com
ConAgra Foods Feeding Chil-
dren at www.feedingchildrenbet
ter.org.
Breast Cancer Foundation at
www.komen.org.
Children’s Miracle Network at
www.cmn.org.
HeartFailureReportCard.org at
w w w. H e a r t F a i l u r e R e p o r t
Card.org.
For almond recipes and ideas,
visit www.AlmondsAreIn.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:




