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(NAPSA)—Significant advances against 
cancer have resulted in a steadily declining 
cancer death rate for Americans over the past 
25 years, according to the seventh annual 
American Association for Cancer Research 
(AACR) Cancer Progress Report.

The 2017 report, which provides an 
overview of the latest advances in can-
cer research, prevention and treatment, 
calls for robust government funding of 
biomedical research so that the research 
community can continue to make prog-
ress against cancer.

“This is an incredibly exciting time 
for the cancer community,” said Marga-
ret Foti, Ph.D., M.D. (hc), chief execu-
tive officer of the AACR. “Research has 
fueled advances across the continuum of 
cancer care that are saving lives around 
the world, and we have the scientif-
ic knowledge and capability to deliver 
more lifesaving progress in the future.”

According to the report, the U.S. 
cancer death rate declined by 25 per-
cent between 1991 and 2014. The cancer 
death rate for children declined by 35 
percent during the same time.

Numerous factors have contributed to 
improved survival, including earlier de-
tection and many new treatment options. 
In the past year alone, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) approved 
nine new anticancer drugs. Also, it ex-
panded approval of eight previously ap-
proved drugs, allowing them to be used 
to treat additional types of cancer.

One of the approvals was for a drug 
for patients with any type of solid tumor 
containing a certain biomarker or ge-
netic feature. All previous approvals had 
been based on the location of cancer 
in the body. The drug, Keytruda (pem-
brolizumab), is an immunotherapeutic 
that has brought significant benefit to 
many patients, including former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter.

AACR leaders cautioned that while 
new drug approvals and improving 
survival rates are signs of tremendous 
progress against cancer, there is still 
much work to be done. More than 
600,920 people in the United States are 
projected to die from cancer in 2017, 
and the number of new cases of cancer 
in the United States is predicted to rise 
from 1.7 million in 2017 to 2.3 million 
in 2030.

“Cancer continues to exert an im-
mense personal and economic toll,” the 
authors wrote, adding that the burden is 

shouldered disproportionately by cer-
tain segments of the population, includ-
ing racial and ethnic minorities, patients 
of lower socioeconomic status, residents 
of certain geographic locations, and the 
elderly. This gap, known as a health dis-
parity, is an area of growing research.

To accelerate the pace of progress 
against cancer, the report calls for the 
United States government to support 
federal research funding for organiza-
tions including the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), the National Cancer Insti-
tute (NCI) and the FDA. Specifically, the 
report asks Congress to increase the NIH 
budget by $2 billion to $36.2 billion in 
fiscal year 2018 and the FDA budget by 
$80 million to $2.8 billion.

The Beau Biden Cancer Moonshot, 
an initiative launched by former Vice 
President Joe Biden with the guidance 
of numerous AACR leaders, must also 
receive support as it takes aim at reduc-
ing the nation’s burden of cancer, the 
report said. 

“As research has taught us more 
about the biology of cancer, we have 
been able to make incredible advances 
in cancer prevention and treatment that 
are saving lives today,” said Michael A. 
Caligiuri, M.D., president of the AACR 
and chief executive officer of the Arthur 
G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. 
Solove Research Institute in Columbus,
Ohio. “The opportunity to make more
transformational breakthroughs will
require a strong federal commitment to
providing consistent, annual, above-in-
flation increases in the budgets for the
NIH, NCI and FDA.”

Progress Against Cancer

Researchers have found new ways 
to combat cancer. 

(NAPSA)—If your home is like most, 
you share it with at least one animal 
friend. According to a recent Harris Poll, 
62 percent of Americans have at least one 
pet; half of cat owners also have a dog; 
and a third of dog owners also have a cat. 

Dogs and cats living together, how-
ever, can lead to a problem: Dogs like to 
dine out of the cat’s litter box.

The reason may be boredom or in-
stinct but most often it’s due to a nu-
tritional deficiency. Typically, cat feces 
contain lots of protein and fat and give 
off an odor that’s very appealing to dogs. 
The result is a nasty habit that could lead 
to health issues if not corrected. 

Fortunately, there’s a solution to de-
ter dogs from snacking on cat stools. 
You simply give tasty NaturVet Outta 
My Box soft chews to both the dog and 
the cat.

Outta My Box is veterinarian formu-
lated with patent-pending ProBioStrive 
and contains natural active ingredients 
that reduce the stool odors, making the 
litter box less desirable to dogs. They also 
help maintain an optimal GI balance in 
your dog to help him kick the cravings.

For more information, visit www.
naturvet.com or call (888) 628-8783.

Keep Your Dog From 
Dining In The Litter Box 

With a little help, your dog will curb 
the litter box snack shack urge.

(NAPSA)—Who you are today has less 
to do with your anatomy than it did when 
previous generations insisted on defining 
gender roles. In modern life, gender fluidity, 
particularly when it comes to a child’s devel-
opment, has also joined the conversation. 
What it means to be a woman is constantly 
being redefined.

When it comes to needing surgery to 
treat fibroids, adenomyosis or other com-
plex GYN conditions, however, old-fash-
ioned misunderstandings still abound. 
Part of the problem is not knowing just 
how the female reproductive system af-
fects a woman’s overall health. 

What Is A Hysterectomy?
Hysterectomy is simply the removal 

of the uterus. The uterus does not affect 
hormone production. That is the func-
tion of the ovaries, which are removed 
by a different type of procedure called 
an oophorectomy. 

In too many instances, even mem-
bers of the medical community conflate 
the two procedures without explanation. 
Radical hysterectomy, full hysterectomy 
and total hysterectomy are terms used 
for removing uterus, ovaries, fallopian 
tubes and cervix. The trouble is, hyster-
ectomy is the only surgical term used. 
This has led hysterectomy to incorrectly 
be associated with enforced menopause, 
decreased sex drive, personal climate 
changes (hot flashes), and increased risk 
of heart disease and bone loss. Those 
symptoms can occur with the remov-
al of the ovaries, the primary source of 
estrogen in a woman’s body. However, 
hysterectomy does not always include 
an oophorectomy.

Paul MacKoul, M.D. discusses this 
confusion frequently with his patients. 
“Conditions like fibroids or adenomy-
osis can be cured by having a hyster-
ectomy performed, helping a patient 
live an active, full life. In many cases, 
it is not always necessary to perform an 
oophorectomy, unless the ovaries are 
diseased or there is a high risk of ovar-
ian cancer. Once a woman is no longer 
able to have or interested in having 
children, the benefit of a hysterectomy 
outweighs the risks of performing oth-
er, more invasive types of surgery, like 
a myomectomy, even if it is performed 
laparoscopically.”

Choosing The Best Hysterectomy 
Technique & Specialist Matters
“Surgeons should be trained in pow-

erful techniques that enhance surgical 
outcomes for their patients,” said Dr. 
MacKoul. “We always recommend the 
most minimally invasive procedure that 
has patient safety at the forefront and 
also has stellar results.” 

A DualPortGYN hysterectomy uses 
just two tiny 5mm incisions, one at the 
belly button and one just above the pubic 
bone. The procedure averages less than an 
hour, and patients return home the same 
day, recovering in a week or less. Com-
pared to other open or robotic procedures 
performed by general practitioners or OB/
GYNs that require four to eight weeks for 
recovery, the DualPortGYN shorter sur-
gery and recovery times offer patients the 
benefits of less anesthesia and faster mo-
bility to minimize the risk of blood clots.

“Any physician recommending hys-
terectomy needs to be sympathetic to the 
pervasive fears that women have about 
the procedure,” said Natalya Danilyants, 
M.D. “Take the time to explain all the
options available, what the terms mean at
length, and be able to offer an exception-
al procedure that minimizes the recovery 
for the patient, even if that means refer-
ring them to a specialist.”

Learn More
For further facts and to find a doctor 

who performs the DualPortGYN, go to 
https://innovativegyn.com/techniques/
dualportgyn/.

Womanhood Is Not Defined By A Uterus: 
Debunking Myths About Hysterectomy

Many women may be relieved to 
know that doctors today can per-
form hysterectomies without caus-
ing early menopause.

The Arizona Cardinals is the oldest franchise in professional football. The 
organization began in Chicago in 1899 as the Morgan Athletic Club.

The Baltimore Colts was the first professional football team to have a cheer-
leading squad.

Former San Francisco 49ers Super Bowl quarterback Steve Young has a law 
degree.

Baseball player Roger Maris, whose record-setting 61 home runs in 1961 
was not surpassed until 1998, won only that one home run title. 

In 1690, the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony became the first of the colo-
nies to issue paper money.

 

California’s almond crop is the big-
gest in the world.

The first big solar power plant 
opened in California in 1982. The 
first geothermal power plant also 
opened in California in 1921.




