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(NAPSA)—Technology has revo-
lutionized the homebuying process in 
some surprising ways. 

What Tech Can Do Today
According to Google Trends, the 

number of searches for homes for sale 
has doubled in the past 10 years. Online 
tools streamline the research process and 
give buyers the power to explore home 
price trends, quality of schools and even 
neighborhood aesthetics. These searches 
offer virtual tours, house-to-house com-
parisons and direct contact with local real 
estate agents. 

The National Association of Real-
tors reports that while 92 percent of 
homebuyers still choose to work with 
an agent, this is no longer the first step 
in the process. Instead, 95 percent of 
buyers search the Web first, then find a 
qualified agent. 

The power of technology in the 
homebuying arena extends well past 
online listings, however. For instance, 
Quicken Loans, the nation’s sec-
ond-largest retail mortgage lender, takes 
real estate technology a step further with 
Rocket Mortgage—the industry’s first 
fully online, digital mortgage. 

According to the lender, Rocket Mort-
gage gives consumers unprecedented con-
trol of the mortgage process. It empowers 
them to apply and get approval of their 
loan in minutes—whether they’re on a 
computer, a tablet or a phone. From there, 
the system shares rates and terms each 
individual qualifies for based on income, 
credit rating and other factors.

Prospective buyers can now literally 
walk through a home, then apply and 
receive a full approval right from the 
living room in just minutes.

What Tech May Do Tomorrow
This ability to make the homebuying 

process mobile at nearly every phase 
cements the effect of both real estate 
industry innovators and tech geniuses. 
Coming soon is the assimilation of vir-
tual reality (VR) into this increasingly 
tech-driven process. 

Already a popular tool in many com-
munities, VR gives agents the power to 
show homes from all over the globe. Its 
use extends well beyond homebuying, 
letting homeowners virtually preview 
and plan home renovations. 

The Motley Fool expects VR  devices 
to be in the hands of more than 171 
million people by 2018. As VR becomes 
more commonplace, its influence in 
many industries, especially real estate, is 
expected to grow.

Whether you’re seriously considering 
purchasing a house or just keeping track 
of home values, most of these technolo-
gies are free and easily accessible. 

Learn More
For further facts or to try some of 

this technology for yourself, go to www.
quickenloans.com.

Technology Can Give You The Upper Hand 
On Your Next Home Purchase

New ways to find and buy a home 
may be at your fingertips.

(NAPSA)—An estimated 500,000 
hysterectomies will be performed in the 
United States in 2017, with many of them 
as higher-risk open or robotic hysterec-
tomy procedures. These surgeries can 
lead to complications, resulting in addi-
tional surgeries to repair delicate areas in 
the pelvis that can be damaged during 
the operation, including the bowel, blad-
der, ureter or blood vessels. To minimize 
the risk of these complications, the lapa-
roscopic GYN specialists at The Center 
for Innovative GYN Care developed the 
DualPortGYN hysterectomy. 

The Modern Laparoscopic 
Hysterectomy: DualportGYN

“A DualPortGYN hysterectomy com-
bines laparoscopic GYN surgery tech-
niques as well as protective techniques to 
ensure the patient has the best outcome 
possible,” said Paul MacKoul, MD. “We 
developed a safer procedure in the process.” 

“Hysterectomies performed with Du-
alPortGYN take advantage of specialized 
techniques,” said Natalya Danilyants. “Blood 
loss is controlled and the pelvic cavity is 
clearly visible through a mapping technique 
using just 2 small incisions no larger than a 
paper cut through the patient’s midline. This 
means that the incisions do not have to go 
through the muscle, and patients experience 
less discomfort. Procedures can be performed 
safely in under an hour on average.”

DualPortGYN hysterectomies are 
performed on an outpatient basis. Pa-
tients return home the same day and 
many women are able to see a significant 
improvement in the pain within the first 
24 hours. 

Get The Facts: Hysterectomy Risks  
By Procedure

Open procedures: Patients are left with 
a large incision that can take up to 8 weeks 
to heal. They have a higher likelihood of 
pelvic adhesions forming after the surgery 
due to scarring. These procedures are often 
performed by non-specialist surgeons. Open 
procedures have higher risk of infection.

Robotic procedures are performed with 
a surgeon on the other side of the room at a 

control panel, and often require a urologist 
to be on standby to perform ureter repairs. 
OB/GYNs often do not have privileges to 
perform ureter, bladder or bowel repairs 
for these types of surgery. Robotic surgery 
has a significantly higher cost compared 
to conventional laparoscopy.

Book A Consultation With  
A CIGC Specialist

The Center for Innovative GYN 
Care ensures optimal patient outcomes 
through exclusive laparoscopic GYN 
surgical techniques taught to an elite 
group of minimally invasive GYN spe-
cialists. The CIGC co-founders Dr. Paul 
MacKoul, MD, Dr. Natalya Danilyants, 
MD and CIGC-trained physician Dr. 
Rupen Baxi, MD are focused entirely on 
surgery. Personalized care helps patients 
understand their condition and the rec-
ommended treatment tailored to each 
patient so that they can have confidence 
from the very start. Learn more about a 
DualPortGYN hysterectomy.

The Modern Hysterectomy: DualportGYN 
Know The Risks Of An Open Or Robotic Hysterectomy (NAPSA)—In today’s fast-paced 

world, new content is coming out faster 
than many people can keep up. According 
to an article in Science Daily, 90 percent 
of the world’s data has been generated in 
just the last few years. People actively de-
velop new content every day, whether in 
their professional roles or when choosing 
what to blog about, link to on social me-
dia, and actively share in some way. With 
all this increased access to information 
that can be used to create content, it’s im-
portant to be mindful of the process and 
how companies can most effectively con-
nect with consumers or any audience in a 
way that is accurate and authentic.

The Problem
Without proper authentication, you 

run the risk of misconstruing or misrep-
resenting your main idea with potential-
ly false information.

Some Answers
Fortunately, the research community 

has time-tested best practices that can 
help anyone develop meaningful con-
tent, whether for professional or person-
al use. To help, Hinrich Eylers, Ph.D., ex-
ecutive dean for the School of Advanced 
Studies at University of Phoenix, offers 
these three tips to keep in mind when 
creating content:

1. Use Solid Sources: Scholars use 
both primary and secondary sources as 
they delve into their topic on the quest 
for the truth. Primary sources include 
firsthand raw materials such as artifacts, 
original writings, observed studies and 
recordings. Secondary sources may in-
clude everything from books to blogs on 
the topic and can help them connect the 
dots, view the same subject from differ-
ent viewpoints and gain more perspec-
tive. One way to apply the best practice 
of using multiple sources and going 
back to the source in our consumption 
of information is to click through to the 
original source of an article, blog post or 
tweet to research it further before draw-
ing conclusions.

2. Think Critically: Scholars are 
trained to take a highly disciplined an-
alytical approach to what they see and 
hear. This is known as critical thinking. 
Through their research and writing, 
scholars are seasoned critical thinkers, 
trained in refusing to take things at face 
value, asking thought-provoking ques-
tions and challenging the status quo. As 
a consumer of information, you benefit 

when you lay the groundwork for arriv-
ing at valid conclusions before making 
up your mind or sharing half-baked 
perspectives with others. Thinking crit-
ically may also help you avoid making 
false assumptions in everyday deci-
sion-making as well.

3. Overcome Bias: Scholars are well 
aware of the extensive number of cogni-
tive biases that make people susceptible 
to brain hacking, where someone may 
not be truly in control of his or her own 
decision-making and opinions. For in-
stance, “confirmation bias” draws peo-
ple to information that confirms what 
they already believe. When people apply 
biases to the world around them, they’re 
vulnerable to being hacked as individ-
uals, as groups and as a society. To as-
sure they’re looking at things objectively 
rather than subjectively, scholars strive 
to consider a variety of contexts such as 
societal, historic, economic, geopoliti-
cal and commercial before drawing any 
conclusions. As you read new content, 
when you’re willing to entertain new 
theories and embrace new perspectives 
with an open mind, you increase your 
chances to learn more and accept the 
truth at face value.

By keeping these methods in mind, 
content creators of all backgrounds can 
be more assured that their content is de-
veloped in a way that’s all inclusive and 
accurate, Dr. Eylers added.

University of Phoenix is comprised of 
a skilled faculty of industry leaders along 
with convenient and flexible courses to 
help students pursue their goals and 
meet the demands of the marketplace.

Learn More
For further facts and figures, go to 

www.phoenix.edu.

Using Academic Practices 
To Improve Your Communications

The research community has 
time-tested ways to communicate 
accurately and effectively that can 
help anyone develop meaningful 
content. 

(NAPSA)—The research community 
has time-tested best practices that can 
help anyone develop meaningful con-
tent, whether for professional or person-
al use, says Dr. Hinrich Eylers, executive 
dean for the School of Advanced Studies 
at University of Phoenix. Learn more 
about them at www.phoenix.edu.

Banks, such as BankUnited, that 
offer a full suite of treasury manage-
ment products and services help busi-
ness owners perform banking activities 
quickly and easily, leaving more time for 
growing the business. 

If you’ve ever considered changing 
careers and becoming a teacher, Dr. Pa-
mela Roggeman, the academic dean for 
the College of Education at University 
of Phoenix, says, “If you experience the 
call, answer it. Make a difference. Be-
come a teacher.” To learn more, go to 
www.Phoenix.edu.

Transitioning from driving as you 
age doesn’t have to mean losing in-
dependence. A geriatrics health care 
professional or Area Agency on Aging 
(www.eldercare.gov) can point you to-
ward a range of transportation alter-
natives. Learn more at www.Healthin 
 Aging.org. 

If your refrigerator is 15 years old or 
older, replacing it with a new Energy 
Star certified model can save you more 
than $270 over the next five years and 
reduce your carbon footprint. For in-
formation on rebates and other special 
manufacturer offers, visit www.energy 
star.gov/flipyourfridge.

When you move, working with an 
online platform such as Unpakt means 
you can compare verified, reputable 
movers and enjoy a more stress-free 
move. Learn more at www.Unpakt.com 
or download the Unpakt app on iTunes 
or Google Play Store. 

Be diligent about cleaning your cat’s 
litter. Making that a lot easier is the Lit-
ter Genie® Pail with a unique airtight 
design and odor barrier technology that 
locks away bad smells and germs. Learn 
more at www.littergenie.com.

It’s smart to protect your skin 
with sunscreen. Coppertone created 
CLEARLYSheer Whipped and Water-
BABIES Pure & Simple Whipped Sun-
screens to make sunscreen application 
feel great on skin. They feel light, absorb 
quickly, and have gone through a rigor-
ous third-party assessment for quality, 
safety and efficacy. Learn more at www.
coppertone.com. 

In an emergency, generators such as 
those from Generac Power Systems can 
keep critical appliances running. Lights 
stay on, devices stay charged and weath-
er updates are available on television, 
radio or online. A list of power outage 
safety tips is at www.Generac.com/ 
 hurricane-prep. It takes just over 21 pounds of whole milk to make one pound of butter.

One cow produces from 200,000 to 350,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime.

Genghis Khan is credited with intro-
ducing the Chinese makers of porce-
lain to the color called cobalt blue. 
It’s believed he brought it back from 
Persia.




