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(NAPSA)—While it may sur-
prise most people that the aver-
age grade school student misses
25 percent of what a teacher
says (Crandell  & Smaldino,
1994),  studies prove that
acoustically hostile classrooms
are the biggest barrier to learn-
ing. Noise echoes off uncarpeted
floors, high ceilings, windows
and hard desks intensifying the
noise of active students.

FrontRow Active Learning Sys-
tems compensate for these prob-
lems, gently amplifying and clari-
fying teachers’ and students’
voices, essentially giving every
student a front row seat. These
systems—the first such products
ever to be cleared by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration as
safe and effective devices for
improving classroom communica-
tion—include a small, lightweight
wireless microphone for the
teacher, one to four small speak-
ers and a handheld pass-around
microphone for the students.

“Common sense says that stu-
dents who hear more clearly learn
better. On any given day, nearly
43 percent of elementary school
children may fail a hearing test
due to factors such as the common
cold, making classroom voice
amplification and clarification
systems as important as the lights
and pencils,” says Rick Pimentel,
president, FrontRow.

The system can be easily
installed in a classroom for
approximately $800 to $1,300,
nearly the same cost as a com-
puter, making teaching more
enjoyable for teachers and learn-
ing easier for all students.
Because FrontRow systems result
in improved learning, they are an
important, cost efficient tool for
schools anxious to comply with
the “No Child Left Behind Act.”

In addition to improving chil-
dren’s listening skills, active
learning systems could also be a
relief on school budgets: U.S.
schools may lose as much as $2.5
billion annually in sick leave for
teachers with vocal problems,
according to the University of
Iowa’s National Center for Voice
and Speech. By using this system,
teachers no longer have to raise
their voices to be heard and can
teach from any place in the class-
room, confident that every student
can hear clearly. 

Headquartered in Petaluma,
California, FrontRow’s wireless
classroom products are signifi-
cantly improving academic perfor-
mance and assisting teachers in
over 60 countries and 45,000
classrooms worldwide. Its parent
company, Phonic Ear, has helped
people understand each other bet-
ter in classrooms, stadiums, the-
aters, cinemas and other public
facilities worldwide since 1963.
Today, it is one of the world’s lead-
ing manufacturers of hearing sys-
tems. For more information, visit
www.gofrontrow.com or call 800-
227-0735.

Building Better Classrooms 
Give Every Student A Front Row Seat

Wire less  microphones  can
significantly improve academic
performance.

(NAPSA)—A recent national
survey of parents found that more
than two-thirds of parents think it
is “very important” for children to
receive an eye exam by an eye
doctor prior to kindergarten. How-
ever, the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estimates
that only one-third of school-age
children receive vision screenings
or eye exams before starting
school. In fact, as many as one in

four school-age children may have
an undiagnosed vision problem.
Since experts estimate that 80
percent of learning in the first 12
years is visual, an undiagnosed
vision problem can result in poor
performance in school. 

The Vision Council of America
(VCA) and Reading Is Funda-
mental (RIF) have developed a
partnership to address this impor-
tant issue. Their goal is to educate
parents on the signs and symp-
toms of vision problems in chil-
dren, and to educate parents
about the benefits of visits to eye
doctors. To learn about the signs
of childhood vision problems, visit
www.checkyearly.com.

As many as one in four school-
age children may have an undi-
agnosed vision problem.

(NAPSA)—Tucked away deep
in every golf bag is the one club
that may say more about a golfer
than any other golf accessory he
or she owns; the putter. Finding
the perfect putter can be a lifelong
pursuit for a golfer. No other club
is quite as personal or elusive.
“The putter is the one piece of
equipment in golf with which you
can truly express yourself,” says
Ed Utz of Marriott Golf. 

The putter fits the golfer
because it exemplifies unique
style. This is mostly due to “feel,”
the distinct quality every golfer
understands, how the putter phys-
ically feels to the golfer when
stroking a putt. That one unique
moment when the sport tran-
scends from science to art in the
matter of a single stroke. 

A Weighty Matter
Ed Utz, a longtime golf enthusi-

ast, offers golfers a few helpful tips
for their quest to find the ideal put-
ter. First, consider the weight. “The
right weight is critical to control-
ling the distance of a putt,” says
Utz. The weight of your putter will
contribute to how the putter feels
in your hands. Many golf experts
recommend that you choose a put-
ter on the lighter side as it will
offer more consistency throughout
a full day on the course. However, a
heavier putter may be indicated on
certain “slower” putting surfaces.
Grasses such as Bermuda tend to
offer more resistance to the ball
than bent grass and effectively
make it roll slower, so the use of a
heavy putter can be favorable in
order to create more force.

One Size Does Not Fit All
A second thing to consider is

the height or length of a putter.
This is usually determined by
your personal putting stance; do
you crouch over or stand upright?
Putters vary in length but most
traditional putters are between 33
and 35 inches long. The past cou-
ple of decades have brought new
putting styles that employ putters
that rise from the ground up to
the navel, sternum or chin of the
golfer. “One size does not fit all,”
says Utz. His advice: Try them all.
Test long putters, short putters,
heavy putters, light putters; but
most importantly, test them at the
same time so you can be objective
about the performance. The more
you try, the more likely you will be
to identify the putter that fits
your personal style. 

Lastly, have fun with the
process. The perfect putter may be
considered the Holy Grail of golf,
but it is this quest that will deepen
your understanding and apprecia-
tion of great putting.

To learn more, visit  www.
marriottgolf.com.

How To Pick The Perfect Putter

THE LONG, THE SHORT AND THE

TALL—Try them all to get the one
that fits your personal style.

(NAPSA)—A little planning can
help save thousands of American
communities from the threat of fire.

The Problem
The convergence of rapid popu-

lation growth in wildland areas
and increasing amounts of inva-
sive weeds and overgrown haz-
ardous fuels has placed as many
as 11,000 U.S. communities at risk
from wildfire. These wildland-
urban interface areas—where
wildland fuels meet and mix with
urban fuels—include more than
scattered homes. They include
schools, commercial businesses
and entire communities. The con-
sequences of wildfire in these
areas can have severe impacts on
citizens and local economies.

A Solution
Communities do have a choice.

Communities can take action to
better protect their lives and
livelihoods, by taking advantage
of assistance from the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) and
other federal and state agencies.
The BLM’s Community Assistance
program is available to communi-
ties to help them identify and mit-
igate fire risks. 

The BLM as well as other fed-
eral and state agencies will pro-
vide funding, and technical exper-
tise and support to communities
who take the initiative to develop
Community Wildfire Protection
Plans (CWPPs). These plans in-
corporate local knowledge, values
and input from citizens, public
officials, local fire departments,

disaster responders and others to
better protect the community from
wildland fire.

These plans, developed by and
for the community, then serve as a
guide to prioritize and implement
projects on the ground. As a col-
laborative tool, the plans serve as
a focal point for local citizens and
local entities to work with the
BLM and other federal and state
agencies to reduce the risk and
consequences to the community
from wildfire.

Communities having an effec-
tive Wildfire Protection Plan in
place increase their consideration
for having fuel reduction and mod-
ification projects conducted on
neighboring public lands and, in
some cases, on adjoining private
lands. These plans can also lead to
support from a variety of sources
to implement projects in and
around the community. Through
working together, developing
CWPPs and implementing proj-
ects, communities can become
more fire-resistant and safer. 

Citizens in every community
near wildland areas are encour-
aged to get involved and participate
in initiating and developing a Com-
munity Wildfire Protection Plan. 

Collaborative Planning Leads To More 
Fire-Resistant Communities (NAPSA)—It has been esti-

mated that 10 percent of all repro-
ductive-age women in the United
States have Polycystic Ovary
Syndrome (PCOS)—and most
don’t even know they have it. 

The usual signs of PCOS
include irregular menstrual peri-
ods, excess facial and body hair,
and acne. Women with PCOS may
have difficulty in conceiving and
there are serious medical prob-
lems that are more common in
women with this condition. It is
also the leading cause of infertility
for women.

Unfortunately, PCOS can be
difficult for both patients and
physicians to detect. Women with
PCOS may see a variety of med-
ical professionals before the clues
lead to a diagnosis of PCOS.
PCOS can include some of the fol-
lowing symptoms: 

• Irregular or absent men-
strual cycles

• Infertility
• Acne
• Scalp hair loss
• Ovarian cysts
• Elevated insulin levels
• Increased production of tes-

tosterone from the ovaries
• Excessive hair on the face

and body
If left undetected, serious com-

plications can arise. More than 50
percent of women with PCOS will
have diabetes or blood sugar prob-
lems before they turn 40. Women
with PCOS have a 50 percent
increased risk for heart problems
than those without PCOS.

There is an increased risk of
lipid disorders, stroke, cancer of
the uterus, certain liver problems
and possibly breast cancer. Early
diagnosis and treatment of PCOS
can reduce these risks. 

If you have two or more of
these symptoms, you should see
an endocrinologist for an accurate
diagnosis and treatment of symp-
toms. Endocrinologists receive
special training to treat hormone
disorders such as PCOS. PCOS is
not curable, but it is treatable
with medications and lifestyle
changes such as sound nutrition
and physical activity.

The American Association of
Clinical Endocrinologists makes it
easy to find out more information
on PCOS and to locate an endocri-
nologist. Just visit www.aace.com
for a free PCOS patient brochure.

Clues Lead To PCOS

Dealing with a common disorder
can help prevent both discomfort
and perhaps even infertility.

At 870° Fahrenheit, Venus has
the hottest average surface tem-
perature of any planet in the
solar system. The coldest aver-
age surface temperature is that
of Pluto (-370° Fahrenheit).

St. John’s, the capital of New-
foundland, is the point in North
America closest to Europe.




