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(NAPSA)—Your home is, most
likely, your biggest investment.
Here, from an assortment of
experts, are a few hints on how to
keep it in good shape:
1. Good Clean Fun: When it

comes to cleaning ceramic floors,
there’s no need to wax. Just sweep
and mop on a regular basis and
they stay clean and shiny. Mop
floors with clear water or just a
dash of liquid dish soap. Be sure to
change the water when it gets
cloudy. Too much soap or dirty
water will make floors dull or
sticky. Don’t use scrub pads on
ceramic tile floors or you might
scratch them. Professional cleaners
wash most floors by hand, cleaning
and drying a small area at a time.
That’s the advice from Merry
Maids comprehensive cleaning ser-
vice, which can scale a plan—
weekly, biweekly or monthly—to
meet your needs and your budget.
2. Floor Facts: To maintain

your carpets’ appearance, they
should be professionally cleaned
every six to 12 months. If, how-
ever, you’ve suffered damage
from water, fire or smoke, they
need help right away. The Ser-
viceMaster Clean residential ser-
vices division specialists in car-
pet and upholstery cleaning can
help either way. In an emergency,
their yellow trucks can be dis-
patched 24/7, 365 days a year to
restore your home to pre-disaster
condition.
3. When Your Yard Wants to

Be a Lawn: Great lawns require
great soil with the right balance of
alkaline and acid. If your soil is
out of balance, you can adjust the
pH with lime, potassium or other
micronutrients. To help your lawn
grow great, a leading provider of
lawn and landscape services, Tru-
Green, delivers customized solu-

tions that are effective, innovative
and responsible.
4. Best the Pests: Household

pests are more than an embar-
rassing nuisance. They can carry
harmful Terminix into your home.
To protect your home, keep the
firewood pile away from the
house. Seal any cracks around
windows and doors and be sure all
screens are in good repair. A quar-
terly pest control plan from Ter-
minix can help eradicate any
pests. The program is managed by
certified professionals who can
also recommend modifications to
prevent new infestations.
5. Deter Termites: You can

also make your house less attrac-
tive to termites. Since the pests
need moisture to survive, grade
the soil around your foundation so
it carries water away from the
house. Keep gutters and down-
spouts in good repair. Consider a

Termite Inspection and Protection
Plan from Terminix. You get an
annual inspection of home and
property. If new termite activity is
later found, the damage will be
covered at no cost to you.
6. Protect Your Appliances:

For example, it’s a cool idea to clean
the refrigerator’s interior shelves,
shell and gaskets at least every
three months. Once a year, clean
the coils on the back or underneath
with a vacuum cleaner. You can get
a home warranty from American
Home Shield that can be one of the
best defenses against extensive and
unexpected covered repair costs,
with a national contractor network
made up of over 11,000 approved,
independently insured home-
service contractors.

More Information
You can learn more at www.

servicemaster.com and (866) 348-
7672.

Six Steps To AWell-Maintained Home

Your house can be less expensive to maintain, more comfortable to
live in and easier to sell when the time comes if you take a few simple
steps with help from home maintenance experts.

(NAPSA)—Researchers may
have good news for students,
teachers, parents and anyone who
cares about education in America.
It’s been found that students in
so-called “blended learning” envi-
ronments with access to com-
puter-assisted instruction and
technology-integrated learning
systems fare better than those in
traditional classrooms. Fortu-
nately, it’s a move many colleges
can easily and affordably make.
That’s just as well, considering

that although a higher-education
degree is needed more than ever,
college dropout rates are ap-
proaching 50 percent.
What The Colleges Can Do
Colorado State University rec-

ognizes that the growing demand
for business education has inten-
sified the need for upgraded tech-
nology. Its classrooms are laid out
to encourage discussion and dia-
logue between students and fac-
ulty, and are supported by tech-
nology that enables seamless
connectivity around the world.
The school’s leading distance

MBA program serves students all
over the globe and demands flexi-
ble technology solutions for fac-
ulty to interact with students.
“Some faculty have found inno-

vative ways to use their HP
tablets to grade student home-
work papers, then resubmit the
documents back to students elec-
tronically,” said Jon Schroth, CSU
College of Business, director of
Information Technology.
Dr. Dave Berque at DePauw

University found that in many
classes, the content is hard to
express with a keyboard—chem-
istry, for instance, or graphs or
Japanese characters. His students

use HP tablet PCs to take notes,
solve problems and share solu-
tions. The school currently offers
the multitouch HP EliteBook
2740p Tablet PC.
By implementing tablets into

the daily curriculum, DePauw
University saw failure rates in
many classes drop. In an introduc-
tory computer science class, for
example, failure rates dropped
from 14 to 1 percent. The univer-
sity isn’t alone in its findings, as
schools all over the country are
truly seeing the benefits of tablet
use in the classroom.
A school can maximize technol-

ogy in the classroom several ways:
• Poll students in real time on

tablets during lectures to ensure
that they’re paying attention and
understanding the lesson.
• Use tablets in courses that

require characters and graphics
that are hard to express with a
keyboard.
• Grade student papers elec-

tronically so they can view correc-
tions in real time.
• Swivel the screen to lie flat

to write notes and for easier group
collaboration.

Increasing Graduation Rates ThroughTechnology

The benefits of blended learning
are demonstrated by colleges and
universities that are seeing higher
graduation rates and students
better prepared for success.

(NAPSA)—Good news for any-
one who’s ever longed for the
adventure, romance and beauty of
medieval times is that now you
can immerse yourself in that
world—at least virtually.

ANew Way To Have
Old-Fashioned Fun

The Sims franchise, the
groundbreaking game series that
allows players to create and live a
virtual, simulated life on a com-
puter, celebrated its 10-year
anniversary in 2010 with an
impressive more than 125 million
units sold since its launch in Feb-
ruary 2000.
Now, players can guide heroes on

legendary quests in “The Sims
Medieval.” This game lets players
see how their Sims’ lives play out in
a medieval time period.
You can build up a medieval

kingdom, participate in quests
and fulfill story line elements.
Players will find their Sims in
such situations as poisoning the
king, searching for dragons,
putting other Sims in the stocks
or having them face the Pit Beast.
Every quest plays out differently.
Everything in the game is

crafted to create an attractive
medieval world you can explore.
The medieval objects—tapestries,
clothing and furniture, even the
Sims themselves—look different
from the modern versions due to
the warm glow behind the charac-

ters and the artistically painted
approach to the world itself.
Players get close to their char-

acters, send them on epic quests
and make sure they carry out
their daily responsibilities, includ-
ing healing the sick for a Physi-
cian Sim, trading for exotic goods
as a Merchant Sim and forging
armor as a Blacksmith Sim.
The game is rated T for Teen

by the ESRB.
Learn More

For more fun with medieval Sims,
visit www.TheSimsMedieval.com.

Join The Sims For ATrip Back In Time

One of the most popular games
today is turning to the past to
provide even more fun.

(NAPSA)—A recent Harris
Interactive poll revealed that
some myths about meat have been
popularized in books and movies
and have taken hold among con-
sumers—but these myths have lit-
tle basis in fact. Here’s a look at
the truth:
Myth: Hormone use in poultry

and pork production is a health
concern.
Fact: Federal law prohibits

hormone use in poultry and in pig
production. They are not used to
produce chicken, turkeys or pigs—
ever—in the United States.
Between 1980 and 2005, changes in
genetics and feeding programs have
reduced “days to harvest”—the time
required to grow pigs and chickens
to full weight—by 15 percent and
increased the amount of lean meat
by 45 percent. This growth has
nothing to do with hormones
because they are simply not used.
Myth: It’s best to get “hor-

mone-free” beef.
Fact: All living things—plants

and animals—naturally produce
hormones. While meat can be pro-
duced without added hormones, it
cannot be “hormone free.” Hor-
mones such as estrogen used to
make some cattle add weight and
produce meat faster is used at lev-
els that are a fraction of what is
found in cabbages and soybeans or
what the human body produces
naturally. Experts say beef pro-
duced with or without added hor-
mones is safe and nutritious.
Myth: Antibiotic use in live-

stock production is a health
concern.

Fact: Antibiotics are given to
livestock for the same reasons they
are given to people: to help treat
and prevent disease. They are regu-
lated and approved by the Food and
Drug Administration, administered
under the supervision of veterinari-
ans and must clear an animal’s sys-
tem prior to harvest. A livestock
producer is ethically bound to
ensure the health of his livestock
and antibiotics can play an impor-
tant role in ensuring health.
Myth: Meat is not as safe

today as it was in the past.
Fact: Experts say—and data

show—that U.S. meat and poultry
is among the safest in the world. All
raw agricultural products, whether
green beans, potatoes, spinach or
meat, contain bacteria. Meat and
poultry plants use the latest food
safety technology to reduce bacteria
levels as much as possible in the
plant and then urge careful han-
dling and thorough cooking of their
products. Federal data from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture doc-
ument steep declines in bacteria on
meat and poultry.

What Everyone ‘Knows’ About Meat Isn’t Really So

Federal data show meat and
poultry produced in the U.S. has
never been safer.

(NAPSA)—Online group study on
websites such as www.Grockit.com
can be an effective way to study for
both the SAT and theACT. Students
can work with their peers to help
solve problems and learn strategies
for working through tough questions.

* * *
Monsanto’s America’s Farmers

Mom of the Year program celebrates
the women who raise the next gen-
eration of America’s farmers while

supporting their farms, communi-
ties and the industry. The search for
the next America’s Farmers Mom of
the Year is now under way on
AmericasFarmers.com.

* * *
When the pressure is on to see

your home sparkle, consider a power
washer from Generac Power Sys-
tems, Inc. The outdoor power tool
uses a high-pressure spray of water
to loosen dirt and flush it away.
Learn more at www.Generac.com
and (888)-GENERAC.

***
Pedantry, in the common acceptation of theword, means an absurd
ostentation of learning, and stiffness of phraseology, proceeding
from amisguided knowledge of books and a total ignorance ofmen.

—Henry Mackenzie
***




