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(NAPSA)—The holiday season
can bring to mind hours of search-
ing for a decent parking spot and
traffic so heavy it can unravel the
calmest driver. But traffic on the
Internet—at least to the 51 million
U.S. consumers who purchased
gifts online during the 2000 holi-
day season, according to a study
conducted by The Boston Consult-
ing Group and Harris Interac-
tive—is easier on the nerves.

Although the influx of online
shoppers this year is expected to
increase 39 percent, as noted by the
same study, some consumers still
harbor concerns about making pur-
chases on the Web. Chief among
these concerns for online shopping
are privacy and security issues,
according to a report by NOA Inter-
active, particularly related to per-
sonal information and the safety of
credit card numbers.

“Consumers are looking for
ways to make shopping during the
holiday season easier, as well as
more convenient, but some still
remain unsure about how to shop
safely online,” says Paul Roth,
president and chief executive offi-
cer of Prodigy Communications
Corporation, one of the nation’s
leading Internet service providers.
“As a company that serves the
largest amount of DSL Internet
users, we want to provide online
shoppers with some smart tips on
how to protect themselves when
seeking out the best buys for their
families and friends.”

Roth suggests parents take
advantage of the convenience of
online shopping this year in order
to save time and potentially save
money. To ensure a safe and
happy shopping experience, take
to heart the following carol:

❄ ❄ ❄
’Twas a night of online shop-

ping and all about town,/Comput-
ers were booting, there are gifts to
be found./All the parents are
searching, and looking online/In
hopes of buying children the per-
fect holiday find.

❄ Be aware. Review privacy
statements and other security
information on a site to deter-
mine whether submitted informa-
tion will be protected.

Before making a purchase and
clicking “submit,”/Prodigy has a
few tips to ensure the transaction’s
a hit./ Keep security in mind, shop
with sites that you know,/Get
advice from friends and Better
Business Bureau.

❄ Know your rights. Deter-
mine the amount of personal
information you wish to provide
on a site. Oftentimes, a company
may ask for personal information
to fulfill customer service pur-
poses. Find out how much control
you have over the information you
provide.

When sites ask, “accept cookies?,”
not the chocolate-chip kind,/Re-
search privacy statements so you

know when to decline./When asked
for a password, give your mind
instant peace;/Mix words and
numbers, like “my-2-front-teeth.”

❄ Don’t forget. Write down
your unique password, and keep it
in a handy and secure place for
future reference.

Secure credit card numbers by
perusing the site;/Look for “https:”
and a padlock—lower right./With
some browsers you might see an
unbroken key./That means it ’s
secure—resume your shopping
spree.

❄ Shop around. If you still
feel uneasy about purchasing from
a site, visit one that is better
established and has well-posted
security policies.

By following these tips, online
shopping’s a breeze;/The children
will be happy, parents will feel at
ease./Now get those gifts wrapped,
keep them out of sight;/Happy hol-
idays to all, log off and good night.

❄ ❄ ❄
“The holidays should be spent

with loved ones, not running
errands or worrying about the
safety of online purchases,” said
Roth. “If consumers feel uneasy
about a site, they should move on
to one that is more established
and has highly visible privacy and
security policies.”

Consumers can shop safely this
holiday season through Prodigy
Shopping, which offers a tailored
network of nearly 100 online
retailers, including The Sharper
Image, Harry & David, gap.com
and more. Prodigy ’s Member
Guarantee helps protect Prodigy
members from credit card fraud
that might result from their shop-
ping online at any store with
Prodigy Shopping.

Heeding Basic Online Security Tips Can Make the Holidays Brighter

Keeping personal information
secure is an important part of
shopping online safely.

(NAPSA)—This year, fewer
people are getting so caught up in
the frenzy of the holiday season
that they forget to reflect on the
true meaning of this magical sea-
son...and that is to celebrate
peace and compassion and to find
joy in helping those less fortunate
than ourselves.

This year, many have made
special contributions to worthy
organizations such as the Red
Cross and the New York Firefight-
ers Fund. But as the holidays
approach, people still want to do
more to give back, especially when
thousands of charities face greater
needs due to the uncertain econ-
omy. What many are doing in-
stead of buying a traditional gift
is  making a donation to a favorite
charity in the name of a friend or
a loved one. This feel-good gift will
brighten the lives of those less for-
tunate, and allow you to complete
your holiday shopping in a quick,
but meaningful way.

Among the nonprofit organiza-
tions that offer season-specific
gifts and other items are:

•CASA Book: Lighting the Way
—The National Court Appointed
Special Advocate Association
(CASA) is a nonprofit organization
of community volunteers who are
appointed by judges to advocate
for the best interests of the mil-
lions of children in America who
are unable to live safely at home
due to parental abuse and neglect.
They help these children find safe,
caring, permanent homes. 

CASA’s emotionally moving

book, Lighting the Way, features
real-life stories by volunteers who
share the joys and heartaches of
helping to change the lives of chil-
dren—and makes an ideal holiday
gift for that special someone on
your list. CASA supporters who
make a donation of $25 or more
before December 31, 2001, receive
a special copy of the book in time
for the holidays. To donate, visit
www.nationalcasa.org or call 1-
800-414-CASA.

•YMCA Holiday Cards—In re-
cognition of its 150th anniversary
helping children and families to
lead better and healthier lives,
children enrolled in YMCA Child
Care programs have designed a
commemorative set of holiday
cards. All proceeds from the card
sales benefit YMCA initiatives. The
cards are colorful with unique
designs and come in a box set that
contains 12 cards and envelopes
for $10. To order, visit www.
ymca.net or call 877-487-1894. 

Gifts That Celebrate The True Spirit Of The Season

GIVING BACK—Season-spe-
cific gifts from non-profit organi-
zations help many.

(NAPSA)—Looking for a gift that
will arrive in mint condition?

The U.S. Mint is literally mint-
ing presents to cover a variety of
gift-giving occasions.

Among those gifts are the 50
State Quarters Proof Sets™. These
are limited editions of the widely
popular quarters currently col-
lected by more than 125 million
Americans. 

These quarters are unusually
brilliant with sharp relief and a
mirror-like background, and will
never be circulated. 

Each coin has been struck mul-
tiple times with specially polished
dies to ensure its high quality. The
coins are then packaged in pre-
sentation cases to showcase and
preserve their finish. 

These coin sets are minted as part
of the U.S. Mint’s 50 State Quarters™

Program, a ten-year initiative hon-
oring five states each year in the
order they ratified the Constitution
or joined the Union. 

The U.S. Mint ’s 50 State
Quarters Proof Set for 2001 cele-
brates the unique heritage and
history of our nation, featuring
the states of New York, North
Carolina, Rhode Island, Vermont
and Kentucky.

They are a distinctive way to
commemorate a special year, an
innovative way to collect the
quarters, and make much-appre-
ciated gifts for birthdays, gradua-
tions, holidays, anniversaries,
and weddings.

For more information on the 50
State Quarters Proof Sets and
other U.S. Mint products, visit
www.usmint.gov or call 1-800-
USA-MINT.

Coining New Gift-Giving Opportunities

50 State Quarters™ Proof Sets, from the U.S. Mint, offer a glowing
example of a gift many people take a shine to.

(NAPSA)—For a holiday meal
friends and family will be glad to
gobble, consider these tips from the
experts at NextDayGourmet.com:

Q. What size turkey should I
buy?

A. For a whole turkey, chefs
recommend allowing one pound of
turkey per person. If you like left-
overs, allow up to 11⁄2 to 2 pounds
per person.

Q. Do I have to baste my
turkey?

A. No, for a moist turkey, brush
or spray some cooking oil over the
skin. Basting actually slows the
cooking process because every
time you open the oven door, you
let the heat out.

Q. What’s the best way to
thaw a frozen turkey?

A. Refrigerator thawing is the
recommended method, however,
you can submerge the turkey in
cold water. If you thaw in the
refrigerator, keep the turkey in
the original wrapper breast side
up. A ten-pound turkey will take
almost three days to thaw in the
refrigerator.

Cold water thawing is a good
idea if you’re short on time or the
turkey hasn’t thawed completely
using the refrigerator method.
Keep the turkey in the original
packaging and completely sub-
merge. Change the water every 30
minutes. Allow roughly 30 min-
utes per pound for thawing.

Never thaw a turkey at room
temperature—this could promote
bacterial growth.

Table-Setting Tips
• Dinnerware, silverware and

stemware should be carefully
checked for chips and spots. 

• Silverware is placed in the
following order: fork to the left of
the plate, knife and spoon to the
right of the plate. As easy way to
remember the proper order is
putting the silverware in alphabet-

ical order, starting from the left. 
If serving bread or rolls, the

bread plate should be placed to
the upper left of the dinner plate.

Entertaining Tips
• Don’t try new recipes during

holiday meals. Not knowing how
something is going to turn out or
how it will taste will only add
stress to your day. Do yourself a
favor; go with what you know.

• Make sure you have enough
bowls, platters and serving uten-
sils to accommodate the menu
you’ve chosen.

• If you’re having a lot of peo-
ple, consider a buffet. You may also
want to consider renting tables
and chairs. 

• Use cloth napkins and table
linen whenever possible; they look
better and last longer.

For other holiday entertaining
information and gift ideas, please
visit www.nextdaygourmet.com.

TIS THE SEASON

NextDayGourmet.com says,
before you party, make sure you
have enough serving platters,
plates, glasses and cups.

(NAPSA)—Chicken drum-
sticks are a pre-game delight that
is likely to keep the gang cheer-
ing. With crispy coatings and
moist, tender meat inside, you
can score extra yardage by adding
a lively dash of barrel-aged
TABASCO® brand Pepper Sauce. 

According to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion in Atlanta, GA, about 76 mil-
lion people suffer from food-borne
illnesses every year. Many of
these cases could be avoided by
taking a few simple precautions.
With extra guests expected for the
holidays, experts recommend that
you buy packaged meats in quan-
tities to meet your needs and
avoid multiple handling. A good
indicator of package integrity is if
the products are wrapped in pack-
aging with the DuPont™ Surelock
Air Tight Seal™.




