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(NAPSA)—For many families,
a highlight of the holiday season
is a trip to the mall for the tradi-
tional Santa Experience photo.
Not only can the visit to Santa be
fun itself, the photos you take can
make great gifts for family and
friends now and cherished me-
mentos for you and your children
in years to come. It takes more
than magic elves, however, to get
a great picture. There are steps
you and the photographer can
take.

What You Can Do
To get the best Santa photos for

your family, heed these hints:
•Before you visit the mall,

show them pictures of Santa and
talk to your toddlers about Santa.
This will help ease their fears and
familiarize them with “the guy in
a red suit.”

•Keep colors simple and wear
solids. Reds are very festive but
can clash with Santa’s suit, so
consider greens, silver, blues,
black or even turquoise.

•Adjust hair bows and comb
hair when you are the next person
in line so you don’t lose valuable
moments with Santa.

•Visit Santa during your
child’s best-behavior hours—usu-
ally early morning or after a nap.

•Photographers say children
usually look at their parents, so
you can help by quietly standing
near the photographer.

•If you have a long wait in
line, make sure you have some-
thing to entertain your kids.

•For small infants, consider a
new holiday bib to put on right
before sitting on Santa’s lap.

•Have toddlers and small chil-
dren wear a simple T-shirt and
put on the festive dress or shirt
just moments before sitting on
Santa’s lap. Kids may not like how
new dress shoes feel, so put them
on right before the photo, too.

•By practicing beforehand
what they will say to Santa, kids
can be more comfortable with the
whole process.

What Photographers Do
According to Cherry Hill Photo,

a company with more than 52
years of experience taking profes-
sional Santa photos, producing a
positive Santa experience includes
a smooth-running, professional
operation that uses the highest-
quality printers. That’s why they
count on Mitsubishi Electric photo
printers in many of their centers.
These dye sublimation printers
create a richly colored and detailed
print that lasts many, many years.
They also print in different sizes
with a unique roll-type mechanism
that ensures jam-free reliability.

Because these printers can turn
out beautiful photos in mere sec-
onds, your family can be on its way
with a delightful picture in so little
time, it may seem like magic elves
were part of the process after all.

Learn More
You can find further facts about

this and other electronic innova-
tions for photographers at www.
mitsubishi-imaging.com, or on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
MitsubishiPhotoimaging and on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/Mitsu
bishiPhoto.

Taking Your Best Santa Photo Ever

Tips for your best Santa Claus
photo ever…creating a quality
Christmas photo can mean last-
ing memories.

Spreading The Word
About School Choice

(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for parents who want to spread the
word about the benefits of school
choice and educational opportunity.

Parents can now participate in
National School Choice Week by
holding events in their homes.
These “Friends and Family Night”
events are designed to spur conver-
sations about the future of educa-
tional opportunity in America.

Said Andrew Campanella,
National School Choice Week pres-
ident, “For 2014, we’re expanding
the effort and giving families the
option of holding an event in their
homes. They can plan anything
from a movie night to a pizza
party or potluck dinner.”

The celebration, which will be
held from January 26 to February
1, 2014, is designed to raise
awareness of the need for
increased schooling options for
parents. Focused around indepen-
dently planned events in local
communities, the week celebrates
all types of educational environ-
ments, including traditional pub-
lic schools, public charter schools,
magnet schools, online academies,
and homeschooling.

Complimentary kits include a
short film about school choice, 12
embroidered yellow scarves, pop-
corn bags, a yard sign, posters and
other materials.

Campanella anticipates that
the celebration will surpass 5,000
events in 2014.

For more information or to
reserve complimentary supplies,
visit the website at www.school
choiceweek.com/familynight.

Parents can now participate in
National School Choice Week by
holding events in their homes.

(NAPSA)—For most parents,
the holiday season means school’s
out and you’re on. Winter vacation
can be a great time to find enter-
taining, even educational things
for your kids to do. Here are a few
ideas to consider that won’t inter-
fere with the festivities:

•Book Club. Even if your kids
aren’t close in age, pick a topic
everyone can read about. Have
your children discuss what their
stories had in common, what they
liked or didn’t and the characters.

•Make Movies. Put your
video camera to good use. Have
your kids work together on a
script and act it out or let them
lip-synch their favorite songs and
make a music video. The whole
family can enjoy watching these
for years to come.

•Arts and Crafts. Stock up on
construction paper, glue, glitter,
paint, Popsicle sticks and pipe
cleaners and plan a craft time.

•Cook Together. Whip up
this chocolaty treat:

Black & White
Ice Cream Brownie

Makes 9 servings

Aluminum foil and
parchment paper
Your favorite brownie
recipe, or 1 box (18.4
ounces) brownie mix

3 cups Dreyer’s/Edy’s®

Vanilla Ice Cream
3 cups Dreyer’s/Edy’s

Chocolate Ice Cream
Dulce de leche caramel
(optional)

Line 13x9-inch baking pan
with aluminum foil, making
sure to leave overhang on
sides. Prepare brownie batter
according to package; pour
into prepared pan. Bake

according to package direc-
tions. Cool completely in pan
on wire rack. Carefully lift
brownies from pan using foil
overhang for handles. Using
bottom of 9-inch loaf pan as
guide, cut brownie into three
rectangles. Line 9-inch loaf
pan with parchment paper
(cut strips to fit in both width
and length, allowing a little
overhang). Place one brownie
rectangle into the bottom of
the prepared pan. Top with
vanilla ice cream, smoothing
down top. Top with one more
brownie rectangle. Top with
chocolate ice cream, smooth-
ing down top. Top with re-
maining brownie rectangle,
pressing down lightly. Fold
parchment overhang over top
layer, cover tightly with foil,
freeze overnight. To serve, lift
from pan using parchment
overhang. Slice into 1-inch
pieces. Drizzle with dulce de
leche, if desired. Store tightly
covered in plastic wrap and
then foil and freeze for up to 1
month.

Learn More
For other recipes and family fun

ideas, go to www.dreyers.com or
www.edys.com.

Making Holiday Time Even More Fun

Black & White Ice Cream Brown-
ies are a refreshing treat during
the holiday season or at any time.

(NAPSA)—Here are two bits of
good news for recent and soon-to-
be college graduates with student
loans:

1. You probably have a six-
month grace period after gradua-
tion before you have to start mak-
ing payments.

2. While adding a new payment
of any kind into your life can be
daunting, the vast majority of
Americans with student loans do
successfully pay them off, due, in
part, to the value of their college
education.

These student loan repayment
tips can help you be among them:

•Contact your servicer.
Some students have more than
one loan, so it’s best to contact
each servicer to discuss your pay-
ment options. The servicer can
also help identify alternatives if
you’re experiencing difficulty.

•Pay every month, and pay
extra when you can. Make pay-
ments every month. Options to
postpone payments typically mean
you’ll pay more over the life of the
loan, so tackle your payments
now. Whenever you can, pay extra
to reduce your interest costs and
pay off faster. Put money from a
raise or bonus toward your stu-
dent loans.

•Create a budget. Know how
much is due every month and cre-
ate a budget that’s in sync with
the amount due. Get the big pic-
ture when creating your budget.

Put together a snapshot of all
your financial obligations, includ-
ing your credit cards, car loan,
student loans and rent.

•Pay yourself. Build an emer-
gency savings fund of $500 to
$1,000 to be prepared for car
expenses, an emergency trip or
life’s other unexpected expenses.

•Sign up for auto-pay. Auto-
matic payments not only make
sure you never miss a payment,
but servicers such as Sallie Mae,
the nation’s No. 1 financial ser-
vices company specializing in edu-
cation, may reduce your interest
rate if you pay by automatic debit.
It’s peace of mind with a bonus.

•Learn more. Go to www.
SallieMae.com.

Expert Advice On Student Loan Repayment

Once you graduate from college,
you may have a few months
before you have to start repaying
your student loans.

The saxophone was invented by
a Belgian musician, Adolphe
Sax, in 1841, it was finally
patented in 1846. Today it is
made in eight sizes, from the
sopranino to the sub-double
bass.

What may be that the oldest
musical instrument was found in
a cave, a Neanderthal site in
Slovenia. The instrument is the
43,000-year-old femur of a bear
that has two evenly spaced
holes.

***
We need men who can dream of things that never were.

—John F. Kennedy
***

***
The aim of life is self-development. To realize one’s nature per-
fectly—that is what each of us is here for.

—Oscar Wilde
***

***
There is nothing like dreams to create the future. Utopia today,
flesh and blood tomorrow.

—Victor Hugo
***

***
Dreaming permits each and every one of us to be quietly and
safely insane every night of our lives.

—William Dement
***

***
One reason I don’t drink is that I want to know when I am hav-
ing a good time.

—Nancy Astor
***

***
Life is something that happens when you can’t get to sleep.

—Fran Lebowitz
***




