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(NAPSA)—When the winter
holidays arrive, the savvy modern
hostess might consider taking a
page from the past. Carpets, furni-
ture and clothing certainly fell vic-
tim to spills and stains 50 years
ago the same way they do today.
That era is the setting of this

year ’s blockbuster movie “The
Help,” DreamWorks’ hit film
based on Kathryn Stockett’s No. 1
New York Times best seller, on
Blu-ray and DVD this December.
“The Help” portrays the lives of
women from all walks of life in
1960s Jackson, Mississippi. The
movie begins when one of the
main characters lands her first
journalist job writing a “Miss
Myrna’s Cleaning Hints” column
and while researching the topic,
ends up building an unlikely
friendship that evolves into a
remarkable demonstration of
women helping other women.
To help you, here are a few

tried-and-true tips from the ’60s
and before that rely on simple
products still found in most homes
today. It is helpful to treat all
stains as quickly as possible; oth-
erwise, blot with a clean, dry
cloth, then cover with a damp
cloth to await treatment.
• Red wine: A spill on the car-

pet may seem like an emergency
that threatens to ruin a holiday
shindig, but there’s actually a sim-
ple fix. Merely blot up as much of
the stain as possible with an
absorbent cloth, then saturate the
stain with club soda and go back
to entertaining your guests. Later,
apply a paste of three parts bak-
ing soda, one part water. Let dry
for 24 hours and then vacuum.
• Chocolate: Should a plate of

gooey confections get flipped over
to land on the couch, simply
scrape off excess chocolate with a
butter knife, then mix one table-
spoon of liquid detergent with two
cups of cool water and blot the

stain with a clean cloth until the
stain disappears. Finish by spong-
ing the area with cold water, blot-
ting dry and helping yourself to
another piece.
• Wax: When a candle melts

onto the good tablecloth, no need
for you to melt, too. Once the din-
ner is over and the wax has cooled,
much of it will peel right off in your
hands. If it doesn’t, try freezing it.
Next, crank up your iron to high
heat and, on an ironing board,
place one folded paper towel under-
neath the waxy area and another
folded paper towel on top. Run the
heated iron over the area until the
wax has transferred to the towel.
Once the wax is removed, rub the
area with liquid laundry detergent
and wash as usual.
• Gravy: Should a drop of

gravy fall on fabric, first try wash-
ing the stain with warm water and
dish soap. If the stain persists, try
dabbing it with a solution of 1⁄2 cup
of water, 1⁄2 teaspoon ammonia and
1⁄2 teaspoon iodized salt.
• Cranberry: Another holiday

staple that is capable of ruining
clothing if not attended to is the
delicious cranberry sauce. To elim-
inate these bright red stains,

scoop up as much of the sauce as
you can—as quickly as you can—
and then rinse with cold water.
Next, mix one tablespoon of white
vinegar and 1⁄2 teaspoon of liquid
laundry detergent with one quart
of cool water and soak in this solu-
tion for 15 minutes.
Specific snafus aside, some

other powerful cleaners that you
probably already have on hand are
white vinegar, baking soda and
even hair spray. Believe it or not,
coffee, tea, mustard and grease can
all be treated by soaking with a lit-
tle undiluted white vinegar and
rinsing before the vinegar has a
chance to dry. Stains such as ink
can be cleared away with a paste of
vinegar and baking soda allowed to
dry on the spot before washing the
garment as normal. Lastly, a few
squirts of hair spray can not only
keep hairs in place but can remove
lipstick and marker stains. Bonus:
Hair spray also preserves cut flow-
ers and stops panty hose runs in
their tracks.
Armed with these tips from the

past, you’ll be able to protect your
home and guests from some of the
most common mishaps of holiday
entertaining with ease.

Holiday Help From “The Help”

Keeping your home clean and festive for the holidays can be as sim-
ple today as it was 50 years ago.

(NAPSA)—Playing Twister is a
global phenomenon; it’s a pop cul-
ture icon and practically a rite of
passage.
This year, the iconic Twister

game has been reimagined for the
digital age with the video game
release of “Twister Mania!” on
Kinect for Xbox 360.
The original get-up and-move

game, known for bringing physical
body comedy, offers 16 new ways
to play, all taking advantage of
the Kinect controller-free system.
More than 2,000 fans who have

already hosted “Twister Mania!”
parties across the country say it
delivers hours of family-friendly
fun and is a hilarious good-time
game.
The lightning-fast pace offers

over-the-top, uninhibited fun as
players get their bodies moving
and twisting to fit through
cutouts, bend into thousands of
forms, mirror other players’
images, and even clear stacked
shapes.
Players can go solo to earn the

fastest time or team up in co-op
play for laugh-out-loud tangled-up
fun.
The game challenges players

to contort, duck, bend and, yes,
twist through four game modes,
including:
Shape Frenzy : Mimic the

shape that appears on screen and
earn points based on how well you
fill its silhouette.
Twist & Fit: Fit your silhou-

ette through cutouts coming at
you on a moving wall. Score points

by passing through the wall with-
out touching a thing; the more you
hit the lower your score.
Break It Down: Work your

way through a stack of colored
shapes by assuming their form.
When a block is removed, the ones
above will fall. Blocks that fall far
enough will blow up and award
bonuses.
Spot On: Challenge up to four

players (or four teams of two) in a
game of contortion H-O-R-S-E.
Create a shape and see if your
friends can match it. For more
information about “Twister Mania!”
visit www.twistermania.com.
For more information about the

original Twister board game, visit
www.hasbro.com.

It’s TwisterWith A Digital Twist

Play solo to earn the fastest time
or team up for fun party play.

(NAPSA)—When the weather
outside is frightful, a cozy home is
so delightful. Emily Henderson,
HGTV “Design Star” winner and
host of “Secrets From A Stylist,”
shares her tips for creating a win-
ter wonderland with timeless
items from the Lands’ End Home
Collection.
“Whether hosting holiday fes-

tivities or an afternoon of winter
fun, it can be easy to create a
warm, inviting atmosphere that
encourages friends and family to
relax, unwind and stay awhile,”
says Henderson. “With just a few
small changes, ordinary spaces
can transform into a magical,
memorable destination.”
Here she shares her tips for

creating a winter wonderland:
1. Keep it fresh. Fresh green-

ery is to winter what fresh flowers
are to summer. Welcome guests
indoors and out by hanging
wreaths in the window with a rib-
bon for a classic, polished look.
Instigate fun with family and
friends with fresh mistletoe. Or
infuse spaces with the scents of
the season using scented candles
and oil diffusers.
2. Make little changes for a

big impact. Changing out accent
pieces, such as pillows and
throws, is a simple and affordable
way to transform a space. Pieces
like the Needlepoint Houndstooth
Pillow Cover and the Let It Snow
Pillow Cover from Lands’ End
offer a festive pop of color in pat-
terns that extend beyond the holi-
day season. Mix and match them
with solids for a bold statement.
3. Make it personal. Create a

unique, inviting home with mono-
grammed items. Add initials to
tablecloths, napkins and table run-
ners to create an everyday gather-
ing place that will be enjoyed all
winter long. You can personalize
throws and accent pillows for a liv-
ing room that’s one of a kind.
4. Dial up the warmth.

Incorporate soft, plush textures to

add warmth to any room. Velvet
offers irresistible luxury, while
wool and knit items create a
comfy, homey feel. Choose classic
patterns, such as the navy and
white stripe of the Lands’ End
Mariner Knit Throw, to serve as a
building block for other seasonal
items.
5. Create a focal point.

Spruce up the hearth. Give holiday
greenery new life by changing out
bows and adding new wintery
accents. Swap stockings with rus-
tic items, such as the Lands’ End
Birch Bark Candles and Vine Tree
Set, that features elegant pine tree
silhouettes crafted out of wood.
6. Don’t put those orna-

ments away. Ornaments can do
double duty. After the tree comes
down, place winter-themed orna-
ments in shapes like snowflakes,
leaves or mittens around the house
as decorative accents. Choose orna-
ments made from materials such
as pewter or antiqued “mercury
glass” for a timeless look.

Learn More
For more home decorating ideas,

visit www.landsend.com and click
on “For the Home,” call a Lands’
End Personal Shopper at (800) 707-
2244 or visit Henderson’s blog at
www.stylebyemilyhenderson.com.

HGTV Host Emily Henderson Shares Secrets
For Seasonal Home Styling

Creating an inviting home can be
easy by adding a few seasonal
items to small spaces.

(NAPSA)—In a time of great
need, when 49.2 million Ameri-
cans live in poverty, a group of
friends has found an easy way to
improve the simple act of giving.
After much thought and even

more planning, they created You
GiveGoods.com—an innovative
website that enhances giving by
making it social, immediate,
smart, environmentally friendly,
dependable and easy.
Making Giving More Social
By applying technology people

use every day (the Web and social
media), the site has modernized
charitable giving. Individuals,
groups or organizations can start
a drive in less than 15 minutes on
the website. A drive can be started
anywhere to help a food pantry,
animal shelter, soup kitchen or
homeless shelter located anyplace
in the U.S.
Once a drive opens, “Drive

Starters” use social media to ask
others to visit their YouGive
Goods.com drive page and pur-
chase goods from the site. Goods
for purchase start at $5.

Simplifying Giving
By simplifying the process of

giving (and receiving), the organi-
zation hopes that more people and
organizations will be empowered
to do more good during this giving
season. The socially conscious
organization was founded with
the purpose of making it as simple
as possible to start and promote

drives that support charities and
organizations that help those in
need.
Since the site launched a few

months ago, over 100 drives have
been started all over the country.
The site is based in Morristown,

N.J. and is owned and operated by
a group of people who strongly
believe in the importance of helping
others in need. It was developed to
allow people and organizations to
send goods more efficiently and
effectively to food pantries, animal
shelters, soup kitchens, homeless
shelters and other organizations
across the country.

For More Information
For more information, visit

www.YouGiveGoods.com.

Website Makes It Easier To Give

Marie Maxwell is shown with food
and supplies sent to Common
Sense for Animals, a New Jersey
animal shelter. Her drive was
made possible through YouGive
Goods.com.

(NAPSA)—One way school dis-
tricts have cut costs is by reducing
or eliminating school buses—cut-
ting routes and raising the distance
standards by which students qual-
ify for transportation. These mea-
sures can force students to walk on
winding roads with no shoulders,
cross busy highways and navigate
dangerous city commutes.

* * *
The Rowenta Steam Station offers

unrivaled steam performance so you
can finish your ironing in a fraction
of the standard time while achiev-
ing high-quality professional results.
For more information, call (800)
ROWENTA.




