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(NAPSA)—Here’s some holiday
cheer: You can find the perfect gift
for everyone on your Christmas
list without paying high prices.
From brand-name toys to hostess
gifts from around the globe, shop-
pers can find them for less at off-
price retailers Marshalls and
T.J.Maxx.
Consider these unique gift

ideas to feel good about spreading
holiday cheer without breaking
your budget:

•For the Fashionista: Italian
leather gloves, jeweled bangle
bracelets or a blue leather clutch
can add a pop of color to a night
out on the town. Scarves from
India can help her bundle up in
style and a faux fur sweater vest
will make her feel cozy and trendy.

•For the Pet Lover: A rein-
deer pet costume can get your
favorite furry friend in the holiday
spirit while a plush holiday dog-
house gives them a place to retreat
to when the festivities come to a
close.

•For Food Lovers: Gourmet
food like tea and cracker sets
from the U.K. can make them feel
like royalty, and, for the chef in
the family, try an elegant Italian
gourmet food basket with pastas
and oils.

•For the Hostess: Unique gifts
such as serveware from India or
pottery from Portugal can help
make her party the highlight of the
holiday season. Decadent choco-
lates from around the world are
also tasteful for her and her guests.

•For Kids: From Mr. Potato
Head to Legos and interactive
books, if they want it, why not get
it at up to 60 percent off toy store
prices?

•For the Glam Girl: Assorted
retro cosmetics can help her be the
belle of the ball, while designer

perfumes and must-have brand-
name beauty products and tools
make great stocking stuffers.

•For the Time-Conscious
Teen: Fun Slap watches can help
keep her on time and in fashion.

•For Him: For the tech nut,
pick up a new MP3 speaker and
headphone set. Spoil him with a
luxurious cashmere sweater or a
designer watch from those famous
Rodeo Drive labels.
All these unique gifts can be

found for up to 60 percent off
department store prices at off-
price retailers such as Marshalls
and T.J.Maxx. With 10,000 new
items arriving each week in each
store up until Christmas Eve,
there will always be an amazing
selection of gifts, decor and fashion
to choose from.
To find a T.J.Maxx store, visit

www.tjmaxx.com. For a Marshalls
store, visit www.marshallsonline.
com.

Find Fabulous Gifts For Less

There’s no need to be “present
tense” when you can get every-
one on your list a “wow” gift and
still save.

(NAPSA)—Tomake your holidays
more joyful—and less stressful—why
not simplify the season with a few
tips from Donna Smallin, the “One-
MinuteOrganizer” and author of “The
One-Minute Organizer, Plain &
Simple.”
Here are her seasonal solu-

tions for some typical holiday
hindrances:

Holiday Hindrance: You are
gathering with the entire extended
family for the holidays but don’t
have the time or budget to pur-
chase gifts for all family members.

Seasonal Solution: Talk with
your family about gift-giving
strategies for the holidays. Suggest
having each family member draw
one name to buy for.

Holiday Hindrance: The
name you select for the gift
exchange is “that person,” the one
who seems to have everything, and
it feels impossible to find a suitable
gift.

Seasonal Solution: A single-
cup brewer, such as the Keurig®
Platinum Brewing System, is ideal
for anyone who enjoys delicious cof-
fee, tea, hot chocolate and other
beverages in less than a minute. If
the recipient has a significant
other, the brewer allows each of
them to brew their favorite bever-
age without the hassle and waste of
brewing a full pot. There are over
200 K-Cup® portion packs, includ-
ing an abundance of coffee choices
and teas as well as hot apple cider
and Swiss Miss hot chocolate.

Holiday Hindrance: The holi-
day dinner is being held at your
house and the refrigerator is an
unorganized disaster.

Seasonal Solution: Add a
carousel tray to one or more of the
shelves in your refrigerator to
enable easy access to items in the
back. Also, designate certain
shelves or areas of your refrigera-
tor for storing leftovers, so they are
not forgotten.

Holiday Hindrance: Serving
coffee after dinner is always a has-
sle. Some guests want regular; oth-
ers prefer decaf.

Seasonal Solution: With a
Keurig® Platinum brewer you can
brew a different beverage for each
guest—anything from hot apple
cider to dark roast coffee to a
lighter breakfast blend; something
for everyone including cocoa for the
kids.

Holiday Hindrance: You’re
ready to head out to exchange
gifts with family and realize with
dismay that you have to read the
gift tag on every wrapped present
to find the correct ones to bring
along.

Seasonal Solution: Wrap all
the gifts for each family member in
different kinds of wrapping paper
or use different-colored bows to
make them easily identifiable.

Seasonal Solutions For The Happiest Of Holidays

Brewing individual cups can sim-
plify the after-dinner coffee ritual.

(NAPSA)—Whether you’re the
“fashionista” among your friends
or aspiring to be one, advice from
Steve Kemble can help.
To help make this year’s holi-

day shopping experience the most
fun yet, Kemble, America’s sassi-
est lifestyle guru and General
Growth Properties’ (GGP) gift-giv-
ing expert, outlines his holiday
shopping secrets and the hottest
items of the season.

•Don’t Strip Your Wardrobe
of Color: Choose your favorite
color to wear—just tone down the
hue. Think lavender and rose.

•Add Prints for a Splash of
Excitement: Prints add a pop of
excitement to your holiday getup.
Try pairing a printed sweater
with a monotone and neutral-col-
ored outfit. If you have the confi-
dence, wear multiple patterns in
one look.

•Buy Two, Get the Third
Free” Deal: Keep an eye out for
“Buy Two, Get the Third Free” or
“Buy One, Get the Second Half
Off” sales and make your move.
Just be sure to have a list of
everyone you plan to buy for and
how much you plan to spend on
each person. Don’t forget co-work-
ers, teachers, neighbors and
friends. By having your list handy,
you’ll be time efficient and money
conscious.

•Personalize Your Gift: No
matter what you’re giving, add
your own touch to make it even
more special. You can personalize
almost anything. For example, for
Mom, choose an apron with a pic-
ture of the both of you on it or a
hanging calendar filled with cher-
ished family photos. For Dad, per-
sonalize a sweatshirt with his
favorite college team or upload

family memories to a digital photo
frame for his desk.

•Plan Your Day to Save
Time and Money: Make a list of
all the stores you need to hit and
plan your day so there’s no need to
backtrack. Android and iPhone
users can download GGP’s free
mobile app “The Club,” which
offers today’s on-the-go shopper
real-time retail sales and mall
event updates, Google® Maps navi-
gation, live Facebook® feeds, Shop
Etc. gift card balance updates,
play-a-day games and more.
Download the free application
through the App Store or Android
Market by searching The Club
Shopping Mall Guide.

•Give the Gift of Choice:
Consider giving GGP Shop Etc.
mall gift cards. It lets your special
gift recipients decide what they
really want most. They can buy
that hot new iPad they’ve been eye-
ing or treat themselves to a nice
dinner. Become a fan of your local
GGP mall on Facebook. Join The
Club. Membership is free. Visit at
www.GGP.com, choose your mall
and sign up for event activities,
special offers and retailer savings.

Holiday News For Savvy Spenders And Stylish Shoppers

Savvy holiday shoppers can
download “The Club” mobile app
to connect, shop and save at 150-
plus GGP malls.

(NAPSA)—Interacting with the
natural world can help children
develop a healthy respect for the
marvels of nature. The great out-
doors is one big exciting science
lesson waiting to be discovered,
and it is a world that kids are nat-
urally fascinated by.
There are great ways to get

kids to interact with nature. The
new season of the PBS KIDS’ hit
series “Dinosaur Train” features a
nature club theme that the kids
name “The Nature Trackers,”
which encourages kids to get out-
side, get into nature and make
their own discoveries. (Check local
listings.) Here are a few activities
from the series’ new “Nature
Trackers” initiative to get kids
started:

•Nature treasure hunt: Take
your child on an outdoor excursion
to a natural area nearby, such as a
park or backyard. Explain that the
two of you are going to go on a
hunt to find some items, and to
make your own pictures of plants
and animals—just like a real scien-
tist. Have your child collect one
item (e.g., a rock, a leaf) to help
him remember the journey.

•Collect a critter: Before you
go outside, discuss what kinds of
creatures are okay to collect and
observe for a few hours and then
return to their habitats—and
which ones should be left alone.
Safe critters to collect include
ants, ladybugs, beetles, grasshop-
pers, caterpillars, earthworms and
small frogs or toads.

•Camouflage: Ask your child
to think of some ways that ani-
mals avoid being seen by other

animals in the wild. Explain that
some animals use a survival trick
called “camouflage.” Camouflage
means having skin, feathers or fur
that matches the color of a crea-
ture’s natural surroundings (or
“habitat”). Show photographs of
some animals that blend into
their surroundings, such as the
walking stick insect, cryptic frog
and leaf-mimic katydid.

•Join the “Nature Trackers
Club”: Another great way to get
your kids excited about nature is
to have them join Dinosaur
Train’s “Nature Trackers Club”!
The Jim Henson Company’s
Nature Tracker initiative offers a
downloadable guidebook, activity
challenges, newsletters and more.
By going to the parent’s page on
PBS KIDS at www.PBSKIDS.org/
dinosaurtrain, grown-ups can
print out the guidebook, which
includes activities and member-
ship instructions. Kids can be real
Nature Trackers with Buddy,
Shiny, Tiny and Don, who are all
looking for new ways to explore
the world around them. They’ll
learn to respect nature, observe
creatures and plants, and collect
natural objects.

Encouraging Kids To Explore Outdoors

It’s easy to get kids excited about
nature.

Striking The Right Note
(NAPSA)—When looking for a

meaningful gift that provides last-
ing value, why not give an experi-
ence—such as learning to play a
musical instrument?
In a survey conducted by Tol-

una Global Omnibus for the
National Association of Music
Merchants (NAMM), 58 percent of
consumers regretted not learning
to play a musical instrument, and
34 percent of consumers said they
preferred to give loved ones gifts
that offer an experience.
“The only way a retailer is

going to drag consumers away
from their PC or mobile phone

this holiday season is by offering a
compelling experience,” said
Robin Lewis, CEO, The Robin
Report and co-author of “The New
Rules of Retail.” “Whether it’s
Lululemon’s yoga classes or music
lessons at their hometown music
store, these are life-enriching
experiences that consumers can-
not get online.”
Playing an instrument does not

have to break the bank. Simple
musical instruments such as har-
monicas, ukuleles and keyboards
make great gifts, provide training
for the same skills needed to play
their larger counterparts, and cost
less.
Visit a local music store for

advice on instruments that best
suit your budget and musical
interests. You can find them at
www.wannaplaymusic.com.

Playing an instrument is fun and
reduces stress.

The compass plant is called that
because its lower leaves tend to
line up in a north-south direction.

It’s believed that the first braces
were constructed in France by
Pierre Fauchard in 1728. These
braces consisted of a flat strip of
metal connected to the teeth by
pieces of thread.




